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sense does it make to erect artificial
barriers to replace the natural ones
that we have overcome?

By that same token, President
Trump has set the stage for rapid eco-
nomic expansion by reducing the tax
and regulatory burdens that were
crushing our economy, and the econ-
omy is responding. What sense does it
make to ruin that progress by replac-
ing the taxes and regulations we have
shed, with new ones?

——————

BLOCKING IMMIGRATION
LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, I talked about immigrants
Donald Trump doesn’t really care for,
like the Dreamers who were raised in
the United States and are now vulner-
able to deportation. Then there are the
refugees from war and religious perse-
cution. He doesn’t really care for them
either.

Let’s see, there are the people from
El Salvador, Haiti, or Africa—the peo-
ple from shithole countries. Trump
would rather deport than protect them.
And he doesn’t want them coming here
legally either.

No, as we all know by now, Trump
prefers immigrants from snowhole
countries like Norway. Yep, you take a
look at the Winter Olympics
leaderboard of the countries that won
medals and that is a pretty good list of
who Trump wants to have here. Nor-
way, check. Canada, great. Nether-
lands, okay. And we better add Russia
to that, too.

President Trump has been blocking
any kind of immigrant legislation be-
cause he will only agree to protect
Dreamers from deportation if he can
eliminate whole categories of legal im-
migration. And not just any immigra-
tion, but specifically the programs that
are filled with people who want to
come to the United States legally from
Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

He is especially opposed to diversity
in our immigration system, and among
the programs he insists we eliminate is
the one most often used by immigrants
from Africa.

So Trump’s immigration approach is
pretty simple: If you are White, you
are all right. If you are Brown, you are
a little lower down. And if you are
Black, just go back.

The other group of people Trump is
particularly angry about are family
members of U.S. citizens—yes—and
those who are on the path to becoming
U.S. citizens. He insists that we need
to take away the rights of U.S. citizens
to petition for their family members.
Nope, Trump thinks U.S. citizens can-
not be trusted to petition for their own
family members, which is kind of
strange because he doesn’t have to look
very far to find an immigrant Amer-
ican citizen who petitioned—Ilegally—
for Melania’s parents to come to the
United States.
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According to The Washington Post:

“The parents of First Lady Melania
Trump have become legal permanent
residents of the United States and are
close to obtaining their citizenship, ac-
cording to people familiar with their
status. . . .

“Immigration experts said”’—they—
“very likely relied on a family reunifi-
cation process that President Trump
has derided as ‘chain migration’ and
proposed ending in such cases.”

Remember, the in-laws are from Slo-
venia, and that country won two med-
als at the Winter Olympics, so I guess
they are okay. It is okay, apparently.

Now, let us remember that the First
Lady of the United States is here in
this country because she applied for,
and received, an ‘‘extraordinary ability
visa,” which is often called the Ein-
stein visa because we give it to Nobel
Prize winners. But I guess we also give
the Einstein visa to musicians and art-
ists and runway models.

The First Lady’s extraordinary abili-
ties are many, I am sure. Now, I want
you to recall that one of the issues in
Jared Kushner’s security clearance was
that he owes so much money to for-
eigners, that some people might be able
to leverage that debt into an applica-
tion for another visa program just for
millionaires and fat cats. Yes, in Amer-
ica, if you have $1 million, or you look
like $1 million, you can get a visa. But
if you look like a parking attendant or
a busboy or a field hand or the king of
Wakanda, in the eyes of our President,
you are just not welcome in the United
States of America.

Look, let me break it down from my
perspective. This is not the country we
aspire to be. My mother came from
Puerto Rico with a fifth grade edu-
cation, and Puerto Rico has never won
a gold medal at the Winter Olympics.
But guess what? Her daughter—my sis-
ter—is a great public school teacher
and her son is a Member of Congress,
and I think that is what the American
story should always be about. Not spe-
cial treatment, not special programs
just for the rich and the beautiful, and
not, apparently, fast-tracking for the
President’s family, especially when he
is going after so many other people’s
families who look just like mine.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in profanity in debate.

Members are reminded to refrain
from engaging in personalities toward
the President.

———

VENEZUELA HUMANITARIAN
SITUATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise this morning to bring attention to
the sad and tragic truth of what is
going on in Venezuela today under a
cynical socialist thug, the Maduro re-
gime.
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Even though this administration has
stepped up and has taken a strong
stance against Maduro—we have sanc-
tioned a lot of individuals—there is
still much more that needs to be done.

And the first step is getting more ac-
tion by making sure that my fellow
colleagues are aware of the ongoing
crisis in Venezuela and helping those
who refuse to believe that Maduro can
be that bad. Yes, he really can be that
bad. And we need to understand the
suffering and the frustration of the
Venezuelan people.

The second step is urging the admin-
istration to increase the pressure, to
use the tools that are available to us,
to hold Maduro and his evil cronies ac-
countable. We have already seen how
some of these tools are working, Mr.
Speaker.

Our sanctions are working, so much
so that Maduro is actively looking at
ways to circumvent our sanctions, like
this crazy idea of launching his own
cryptocurrency. We are hitting him
where it hurts, and we need to build on
that momentum.

But we must also not forget to advo-
cate on behalf of the people of Ven-
ezuela who are suffering, who are mal-
nourished, and who are sick and poor.
They lack the most basic medical and
food supplies that they need—again, all
as a result of Maduro’s policies. Who
would have ever thought 30 years ago
that Venezuela, that was a breadbasket
for South America, is now having food
shortages throughout the country.

So I call on the international com-
munity to try to see what we can do to
ease this humanitarian crisis that Ven-
ezuelans are going through, because
this situation is terrible, but I fear
that it will get worse.

Maduro and his thugs are taking ad-
vantage of the worsening humanitarian
situation, defrauding organizations
that are looking to bring much-needed
food and medicine into the country,
and making it much harder to deliver
aid to those who desperately need it.

This is why my dear friend, Ranking
Member ELIOT ENGEL of our Foreign
Affairs Committee, and I have intro-
duced the Venezuela Humanitarian As-
sistance Act. This bill calls attention
to the food shortages, to the water
shortages, to the severe lack of medi-
cine, to the severe lack of medical sup-
plies, and to the lack of other vital
goods and services. But, more impor-
tantly, it directs our great agencies—
the USAID, especially, and the Depart-
ment of State—to develop a plan to de-
termine how the U.S. can help send in
some humanitarian assistance through
credible and independent nongovern-
mental organizations that are oper-
ating in Venezuela or in neighboring
countries. It is very difficult to get
that aid to the people who need it be-
cause Maduro does not want to help
the suffering Venezuelan people.

This bill passed the House last year,
and it sends a strong message that we
see the millions of people of Venezuela
who are suffering and that we want to
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help. As the political situation con-
tinues to deteriorate because socialism
does not work, communism does not
work, with Maduro announcing his
sham of elections, another round of
elections that only the opposition is
shut out and only the cronies can win,
political leaders are still in prison, and
protestors continue to be met with vio-
lence, we must do what we can until
this grave humanitarian crisis is re-
solved.
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That is why I urge the international
community to take notice of what is
going on in Venezuela, see how we can
come together and pass these impor-
tant measures so that we can help the
Venezuelan people. We must not stop
working until we see once again a free
and open, democratic Venezuela, free
from this socialist and communist re-
gime.

——————

RECOGNIZING ZOO DIRECTOR
MICHAEL BLAKELY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. HILL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to remember Michael Blakely of Little
Rock, who passed away at the age of 67
just before the new year.

Mike served as the director of the
Little Rock Zoo for 17 years prior to
his death. Next to his family, Mike’s
greatest love was for animals, from the
smallest of snakes to the largest of ele-
phants.

As a teenager, Mike began working
as a zoologist in Portland, Oregon, and
Oklahoma City before finally joining
our community in Little Rock.

In Little Rock, he became the direc-
tor of the Little Rock Zoo and held
that position from 1999 until 2016. His
work at our zoo enriched the lives of
the thousands who visited each year, as
well as the staff that he mentored so
well.

He was dearly loved by his wife,
Nancy, with whom he shared 34 years
of marriage, and his two kids, Thomas
and Elizabeth.

Martha and I thank him and his fam-
ily for their dedication to animals and
to the natural state of Arkansas.
RECOGNIZING BRYANT CITY COUNCILMAN JERRY

HENSON

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the life of a man who had
an indelible impact on central Arkan-
sas, Mr. Jerry Henson, who passed
away last month after a long battle
with health issues that culminated in a
sudden diagnosis of stage 4 liver can-
cer.

Jerry Henson dedicated his life to an-
swering the call to serve others. From
serving as an alderman for the city of
Bryant, to volunteering his time at the
Boys & Girls Club, Jerry lived his life
to serve others.

In 2016, Jerry was honored with the
Boys & Girls Club Hometown Hero
Award and, in December, he received
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the Charles Broadway Community Ex-
cellence Award.

Jerry’s example is one all Americans
and Arkansans can admire.

I extend my deepest condolences to
Jerry’s wife, Star; his children, Steph-
anie and Gerald; and I pray for the
well-being of his family and loved ones
during this very difficult time.

——————

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT JAMES
A. MAZZUCHELLI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. YOHO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Lieutenant James A.
Mazzuchelli of Orange Park, Florida, a
naval flight surgeon who passed away
on February 24 as the result of a tragic
accident that occurred while he was on
duty.

Lieutenant Mazzuchelli graduated
from Clay High School in 2003, where
he served in the Naval JROTC pro-
gram. Upon graduation, he received a
full scholarship to Drexel University in
Pennsylvania, where he studied com-
merce and engineering.

After graduation from Drexel, he de-
cided to follow in his parents’ footsteps
and join the Navy. He did so while at-
tending medical school at Lake Erie
College of Osteopathic Medicine, and
received his naval officer’s commission
while finishing his studies.

Lieutenant Mazzuchelli served as a
flight surgeon with the Marine Light
Attack Helicopter Squadron 267 sta-
tioned out of Camp Pendleton, Cali-
fornia, and was deployed to Japan as
part of the Marines’ Unit Deployment
Program in 2016.

Over his 7 years of service, Lieuten-
ant Mazzuchelli provided exemplary
medical care to the brave men and
women who protect America. In fact, 2
weeks before his death, he completed
his aircrew syllabus and received his
aerial observer/aircrew wings, making
him one of the very few naval doctors
to have them.

He is survived by his parents and
stepparents, as well as two sisters. I
know his family, his community, and
his squadron will miss him dearly.

Hailed by his fellow soldiers for his
enthusiasm and dedication, Lieutenant
Mazzuchelli’s example of leadership
through service will continue to inspire
others.

We as a nation thank James and his
family for his dedication and service to
our great Nation. He will be missed,
but not forgotten.

———

LET’S NOT INCREASE TAXES AS A
WAY OF PROTECTING JOBS AND
CAPITAL IN THIS COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. SANFORD) for 5
minutes.

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
encourage folks at home, folks in this
body, folks wherever they may be scat-
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tered across this country to speak out
against what the administration has
proposed with regard to raising tariffs
on steel and aluminum. At the end of
the day, I believe it would be disas-
trous not just for the economy at
large, but, frankly, for every one of us
in the way that it would impact our
pocketbook or our wallet.

In short, what I guess I am saying is
that you don’t have to do stupid to find
that stupid is indeed stupid.

What I am getting at here is that we
have had real-world experiments about
once every 100 years in this country on
these kinds of policies.

It was in 1828 that you had the so-
called tariffs of abomination, and it
was designed to supposedly protect jobs
and protect industry. It proved to do
neither. It actually proved to be disas-
trous for the South and, in particular,
South Carolina, where I am from.

About 100 years later, you had the
Smoot-Hawley tariffs that were equal-
ly disastrous in not producing what
they were supposedly designed to do.
They didn’t protect jobs, didn’t protect
industry, and, in fact, world trade de-
clined by about two-thirds during that
time period.

So as a country, what I am sug-
gesting is that we need to take a
breath, we need to look before we leap.

In life, I would say there is a value to
listening to the advice and counsel of
others. In this case, Gary Cohn, the
President’s chief economic person, who
is actually leaving based on this dis-
pute, has said this is not a good idea.
Steelworkers unions have said this is
not a good idea for the way it will im-
pact Canadian steel and, by virtue,
American steel. The markets, which
are sort of the collective opinion of
what we all think is going to come
next economically, dropped 600 points
on Thursday and Friday, saying this is
not a good idea. In fact, the Prime Min-
ister of Sweden was here yesterday,
and he was saying it was not a good
idea.

A lot of folks have spoken out and
said: This is a genuinely bad idea. Let’s
not move forward.

I would say further that, in negotia-
tions, rescue teams shouldn’t be the
ones shooting the hostage.

In this case, we have our Cs mixed
up. The administration talks about
doing something about China, but, in
fact, the group—the country—most im-
pacted would be the Canadians. The Ca-
nadians have to be some of our
staunchest allies over a long period of
time, with us in war, with us in trade,
with us culturally; yet the bulk of all
steel that is imported to the United
States comes from Canada and 50 per-
cent of what we export in steel goes to
Canada.

Let me put it this way: what I am
saying is that what we need to do here
is to trust our allies. If you walk into
a bar and somebody says, ‘‘If you take
one step closer, I am going to hit you
in the face,” we need to trust them
that they are telling the truth. And
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