H1450

IN MEMORY OF DEPUTY
LOCKLEAR

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in memory of Scotland County,
North Carolina, Deputy Alexis ‘“‘Thun-
der Eagle’”’ LocKklear, who was killed in
the line of duty last Thursday while
rushing to the aid of a fellow officer.

Deputy Locklear was just 23 years
old and had only been on the force for
10 months, yet those who knew him
best said he died doing what he loved.

My friend, Scotland County Sheriff
Ralph Kersey, said that Deputy
Locklear made friends everywhere he
went. Sheriff Kersey said: ‘“‘He wanted
to be a law enforcement officer, and he
chose the Scotland County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. It did not take a long time spend-
ing with Thunder to know that he
would fit right in with this family.”

Deputy Locklear leaves behind a 4-
year-old daughter as well as his par-
ents, grandparents, and six sisters.

Last week, Scotland County lost a
hero, but a hero remembered never dies
in our hearts. Please join me in offer-
ing condolences to the Locklear fam-
ily, Sheriff Kersey, and the Scotland
County Sheriff’s Office.

———

ELECTION SECURITY

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, the
threat of foreign interference in our
elections is real. Our intelligence
chiefs are sounding the alarm that
Russia views the 2018 election as a tar-
get for additional interference. And fi-
nally, yesterday, President Trump at
last acknowledged Russian meddling
and vowed to guard against it, saying:
“We won’t allow that to happen.”

But, Mr. Speaker, actions speak loud-
er than words, and time and time
again, this administration has proven
unwilling to confront this threat. We
learned this week that the State De-
partment is not using any of the re-
sources they have been given to
counter election interference. TU.S.
Cyber Command Chief Admiral Mike
Rogers said the President has not
granted him authority to disrupt Rus-
sian hacking operations. And we are
still waiting on the administration to
impose sanctions on Russia passed by
an overwhelming bipartisan majority
in this Congress.

This isn’t a future concern. Ameri-
cans voted in Texas primaries yester-
day, and they are already heading to
the polls in my State, Illinois, where
early voting began on Monday.

I urge the administration to get seri-
ous about this threat and support fund-
ing for the Election Assistance Com-
mission and resources for State elec-
tion officials on the front lines of this
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battle. This is not a partisan issue. It is
about protecting our democracy and
ensuring the integrity of every Ameri-
can’s vote.

——
VETERANS AFFAIRS EMPLOYEES
SPENDING 100 PERCENT OF

THEIR TIME ON UNION ACTIVI-
TIES

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I
came to the floor today to speak about
my cotton farmers, but my heart is
heavy after a conversation with our
veterans—our VFW, to be exact—about
this issue of union time, union activi-
ties on the taxpayer dole.

There was a GAO report a year ago
that said there were hundreds of VA
employees spending 100 percent of their
time on union activity, not the job
they were hired to do, not in service to
our veterans who wait in line to get
healthcare, who sometimes get sicker
and sometimes even die.

The law says that the only way to do
official time is it must be administered
in a way that is reasonable, necessary,
and in the public’s best interests.
Somebody spending 100 percent of their
time on anything other than what they
were hired to do, and especially in serv-
ice to our veterans, is not reasonable;
it is not necessary, and it certainly
isn’t in the best interests of the Amer-
ican people. It is outrageous.

SUPPORTING HMONG VETERANS
WHO FOUGHT DURING THE VIET-
NAM WAR

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to call for the support of the Hmong
Veterans’ Service Recognition Act.

This bipartisan legislation extends
veterans’ burial benefits to Hmong and
Laotian-American veterans who fought
in the United States Armed Forces dur-
ing the Vietnam war. These brave men
and women risked their lives fighting
alongside American servicemen and
-women as soldiers in the Special Gue-
rilla Units, otherwise known as SGUs.

The SGUs were covertly trained by
the CIA during the Vietnam war and
then led into direct combat support for
American forces, yet they have never
been recognized for their service, which
is why I introduced the legislation with
Congressman PAUL COOK, himself a
decorated Vietnam veteran, who was a
colonel in the United States Army and
knows their story well.

There are only an estimated 5,000
Hmong veterans still alive today, with
thousands of them in the San Joaquin
Valley that I represent.

We extended this honor to Filipino
soldiers years ago. I ask that we honor
these courageous individuals with their
choice of being laid to rest next to
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their brothers in arms. It is the right
thing to do.

———
GUN VIOLENCE

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, as
Congress fails to advance commonsense
gun safety legislation, I would like to
share a letter from a young constituent
of mine, Bella, from Skokie, Illinois.

Bella recently had a lockdown at her
school. She writes: ‘“While my peers
and I crowded in the corner of my
classroom, my mind instantly thought
about the rise in school shootings in
2018. I thought, ‘Am I going to be part
of that statistic?’. . . . This lockdown
made me realize that something like
that could happen to anyone anywhere.
Please do something.”

Well, Bella, we have solutions that
are supported by an overwhelming ma-
jority of Americans: banning assault
weapons, passing comprehensive back-
ground checks.

Students and parents around the
country are telling us to do something.
It is time, now, for Congress to listen.

————
0 1215
YOUNG VOICES ON GUN VIOLENCE

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to share excerpts from
a letter I received from a 15-year-old in
my district of San Diego. It shows the
impact the Parkland, Florida, school
shooting is having on our young peo-
ple.

This young person writes: ‘I have
never been in a school shooting nor do
I know anyone who has, yet I feel every
time I think about it or have a dream
about it, I experience it.

“I’'m only 15 years old, why am I ter-
rified to go to places I used to love be-
cause someone could shoot me?

“Why is it so easy to buy and make
guns in this country?

“Why can nobody seem to do the
right thing and put a stop to this?

“Why does nobody pay attention to
the kids in this country who have
never been in a shooting but live in
constant fear and do not feel safe?

“I am asking you to do something
about the gun policies in this country
s0 people stop dying and younger gen-
erations of people can feel safe.

“Put us first, not guns.”

Mr. Speaker, what is the Chair’s an-
swer to this young voice?

———

MEDICARE FOR ALL

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I come
before the House today and the people
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of the United States because America
needs universal, single-payer
healthcare. We spend more—over $9,000
per person—on healthcare than any
other nation in the world.

But for all that money, Mr. Speaker,
we still have tens of millions of unin-
sured. We have the highest infant mor-
tality rate of any wealthy nation on
Earth, and we are last, last, in life ex-
pectancy among wealthy countries.

Mr. Speaker, in a few moments I ex-
pect to ask for unanimous consent that
I may hereafter be considered the first
sponsor of H.R. 676, the Expanded & Im-
proved Medicare For All Act. The bill
was originally introduced by my friend,
John Conyers. I have his support in
picking up the mantle where he left it
and for the purposes of adding cospon-
sors and requesting reprintings. I will
do that in a moment.

But, Mr. Speaker, the money that we
are spending on healthcare isn’t going
to the patients; it isn’t going to the
surgeons. It is going to the pharma-
ceutical industry and the insurance in-
dustry, who are raking in record prof-
its every day and are the major bene-
ficiaries of our policy.

———

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR
OF H.R. 676

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that I may here-
after be considered to be the first spon-
sor of H.R. 676, the Expanded & Im-
proved Medicare For All Act, a bill
originally introduced by Representa-
tive John Conyers from Michigan, for
the purposes of adding cosponsors and
requesting reprintings pursuant to
clause 7 of rule XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

———

TAKE ACTION TO ABATE THE GUN
EPIDEMIC

(Mr. HASTINGS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, in a
few moments I will manage today’s
rules; but right now, I would like to
thank the staff of the Rules Committee
on both sides for the hard work that
they do, especially the staff director
for the Democrats, Don Sisson.

I would like to also take a moment
to recognize Ms. Kira Sisson, a senior
from Albion High School in western
New York. Kira is here with us today,
along with classmates from her school.
Don is her uncle.

Today we will not address Dreamers.
Today we will not address the gun epi-
demic. I encourage all adult Americans
to work with the students on March 24
that are coming here to Washington in
a march for what they describe as our
future. I hope adult Americans will en-
courage massive attendance at this
march, and that this Congress will
take action to abate the gun epidemic.
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ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, in
my district, over the past couple of
days, a baby, 8 years old, has been shot.
A baby, 5 years old, has been shot.
Other individuals have been shot and
killed. And, of course, the death and
the pillage of mass murders continue,
and those in Florida are still suffering,
and no gun action at all, no debate.

Additionally, young people are in the
streets, their families are fearful be-
cause the DACA fix promised by this
President has not been done.

We need to do our work, if we are
Americans; we need to do it for good
for all of those who live within the con-
fines of this Nation.

Then, finally, we had an election yes-
terday in Texas full of mistakes and
closed polls and nonworking machines.
Yet, the President of the United States
has $120 million to safeguard our elec-
tions in 2018 and he has done absolutely
nothing.

It is a demand that we begin to look
at the Russian intrusion, faulty voting
polls and machines, and begin to ad-
dress the American people’s right and
civil liberty of voting—one vote, one
person—without the fear and the ap-
prehension of Russians intruding into
an election in 2018 in order to skew the
Federal elections.

Enough is enough. It is time for us to
act.

———

RECOGNIZING REPRESENTATIVE
MARCY KAPTUR FOR WOMEN’S
HISTORY MONTH

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as
we celebrate Women’s History Month
and the resilient women who have chal-
lenged the status quo, I am honored to
recognize my congressional colleague
and dear friend, Representative MARCY
KAPTUR.

In 1981, MARCY defeated the incum-
bent in an upset that gained national
attention, leading her to become the
longest-serving woman in the TU.S.
House of Representatives and a senior
member of the powerful and highly
coveted Appropriations Committee.

I met MARCY during my first tenure
in the House back in 1989, and at that
time there were only 31 women serving
in all of Congress. MARCY welcomed me
with open arms, and I quickly realized
that MARCY embodies what any legis-
lator should be: principled, truthful,
and a fierce fighter for her constitu-
ents.

It was because of MARCY’s vision and
tireless advocacy that Americans from
all over the country are now able to
visit the World War II Memorial here
in D.C. and honor the dedication and
sacrifice of the brave men and women
who defended our country.
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MARCY, you are an inspiration to
women everywhere, and I want to
thank you for your commitment to ad-
vocate for so many important issues
that matter to all Americans. Con-
gratulations on this honor, the longest-
serving woman in U.S. history.

————

DEMAND SERIOUS TREATMENT OF
THE GUN VIOLENCE PROBLEM

(Mr. RASKIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, one of the
great things about our job is we have
all these wonderful young people come
to us from all over the world. And in
school, they read about the social con-
tract. They read John Locke. They
read Thomas Hobbes. They read Rous-
seau. The whole premise of the social
contract is that we will be safer in civil
society together than we would be if we
stay in the state of nature, which
Hobbes described as solitary, poor,
nasty, brutish, and short.

But we are failing the elemental test
and obligation of civil government be-
cause we are not keeping our people
safe when a teenager can access an AR-
15, go into a school, and assassinate at
point-blank range 17 teachers and stu-
dents.

And what are we doing here in Con-
gress?

Nothing. Here in the House of Rep-
resentatives, we have not had a single
hearing on gun violence. We have not
had a single hearing on a universal
criminal and mental background
check, which is supported by 97 percent
of the American people. It is almost
unanimous, and we can’t even have a
hearing about it.

We are demanding a hearing, and we
are demanding, with the young people
who are coming to Washington on Sat-
urday, March 24, serious treatment of
the gun violence problem which does
not belong in a civil society.

—————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1119, SATISFYING EN-
ERGY NEEDS AND SAVING THE
ENVIRONMENT ACT, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1917, BLOCKING  REGU-
LATORY INTERFERENCE FROM
CLOSING KILNS ACT OF 2017

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 762 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 762

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 1119) to establish the
bases by which the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency shall issue,
implement, and enforce certain emission
limitations and allocations for existing elec-
tric utility steam generating units that con-
vert coal refuse into energy. All points of
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