
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1475 March 7, 2018 
where he said if somebody throws a 
rock into a window and you have got a 
broken window and nobody does any-
thing about it, it is an invitation for 
more people to come along and break 
some more windows. Well, right now, 
the U.S. Government has done nothing. 

As you have said, we have not spent 
the money in the State Department to 
try to defend ourselves against the for-
eign subversion of our elections and 
cyber espionage and sabotage. And 
when we had the Attorney General 
come to the Judiciary Committee, we 
asked him what had he engaged in to 
try to defend our elections across the 
country against another attack, and he 
said basically nothing. And followup ef-
forts by members of the committee to 
get the Attorney General to meet with 
us have resulted in nothing. 

So, this week, we have asked for $14 
million from the appropriators to go to 
the Election Assistance Commission, 
which is the only Federal body we have 
got that is charged with trying to help 
State election administrators defend 
themselves against cyber attack. That 
$14 million is urgent and necessary, 
and it is obviously a very small sum of 
money, given the amount of money we 
spend on defense in America, but this 
is defense of our elections. 

We are also asking for $400 million to 
help update outmoded and weak elec-
tion technology in the States today. 
That is another badly needed infusion 
of cash to the States so we can fortify 
our elections. We know that at least 22 
States suffered attempted electronic 
probes by foreign actors in 2016, and 
they are coming back in 2018, and ev-
erybody wants to know what are we 
doing about it, and we have no coordi-
nated plan. At the very least, we 
should get this money to the Election 
Assistance Commission so we can help 
the States harden themselves. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my friend from Maryland for 
participating with us. We are going to 
be doing this because we want people 
asking this question all across the 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield now to my friend 
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) to let him 
close us out. 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. PERLMUTTER for yielding, and I 
want to just underscore a point he 
made in his opening remarks. 

This is fundamentally about a prin-
ciple that we hold pretty dear in this 
country, and, that is, our freedom. Our 
freedom is rooted in the assumption 
that our democratic systems actually 
work, that the process of democracy 
has integrity, and that the choices that 
people make are not the subject of in-
terference by some foreign power. 

We know that Russia interfered in 
our elections. There are only two peo-
ple I can think of who have denied that 
repeatedly. One of them is President 
Trump; the other one is Vladimir 
Putin. Everyone else, including our Re-
publican colleagues and our intel-
ligence community, acknowledges that 

the Russians interfered with our elec-
tions. 

Five people have acknowledged that 
they committed crimes as a result of 
the investigations taking place; 12 
other—15 others indicted. Why on 
Earth would we not allow the inves-
tigation that is taking place right now 
to determine the extent of that inter-
ference in order to prevent it from ever 
happening again? Why would we not in-
sist that we protect that principle of 
democracy and that foundational prin-
ciple of freedom by letting this process 
complete? What are they afraid of? 
That is the question: What are they 
afraid of? 

That is why I am glad Mr. PERL-
MUTTER initiated this effort, and I will 
continue to stand with him as he does 
it. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman, I thank Mr. 
HUFFMAN, and I thank Mr. RASKIN for 
their comments. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 35. An act to transfer administrative ju-
risdiction over certain Bureau of Land Man-
agement land from the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for 
inclusion in the Black Hills National Ceme-
tery, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources; in addition, to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on March 6, 2018, she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bill: 

H.R. 3656. To amend title 38, United States 
Code, to provide for a consistent eligibility 
date for provision of Department of Veterans 
Affairs memorial headstones and markers for 
eligible spouses and dependent children of 
veterans whose remains are unavailable. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 57 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, March 8, 2018, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4183. A letter from the Program Specialist 
(Paperwork Reduction Act), Office of the 

Comptroller of the Currency, Department of 
the Treasury, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Annual Stress Test — Technical 
and Conforming Changes [Docket ID: OCC- 
2017-0021] (RIN: 1557-AE28) received March 5, 
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

4184. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the Department’s determina-
tion and certification that the top five ex-
porting and importing countries of ephedrine 
and pseudoephedrine have cooperated fully 
with the United States or have taken ade-
quate steps on their own to achieve full com-
pliance with the goals established by the 1988 
United Nations Convention against Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 
2291j(b)(1)(A); Public Law 87-195, Sec. 
490(b)(1)(A) (as added by Public Law 102-583, 
Sec. 5(a)); (106 Stat. 4924); to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

4185. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to South Sudan that was 
declared in Executive Order 13664 of April 3, 
2014, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. CICILLINE: 
H.R. 5190. A bill to provide a temporary 

safe harbor for the publishers of online con-
tent to collectively negotiate with dominant 
online platforms regarding the terms on 
which their content may be distributed; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. COFFMAN (for himself, Mr. 
SESSIONS, and Mrs. MCMORRIS ROD-
GERS): 

H.R. 5191. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to establish Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease research, education, and clinical cen-
ters; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. CURBELO of Florida (for him-
self, Mr. MARCHANT, Ms. SINEMA, and 
Mr. HULTGREN): 

H.R. 5192. A bill to authorize the Commis-
sioner of Social Security to provide con-
firmation of fraud protection data to certain 
permitted entities, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SCHNEIDER (for himself and 
Mr. BLUM): 

H.R. 5193. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to codify the Boots to Business Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business, and in addition to 
the Committee on Armed Services, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. WALBERG (for himself, Mrs. 
NOEM, Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, Ms. 
STEFANIK, and Mrs. WAGNER): 

H.R. 5194. A bill to amend the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 to provide protections against 
pregnancy discrimination in the workplace, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself 
and Mr. CONNOLLY): 

H.R. 5195. A bill to improve diversity and 
inclusion in the workforce of national secu-
rity agencies, and for other purposes; to the 
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