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how it came about, which was officially 
denied by the Soviet regime. 

Vladimir Putin’s regime continues to 
deny that the Baltic countries were il-
legally occupied and to insist that they 
ceased to be independent states when 
they were annexed in 1940. 

In 2015, a member of the ruling party 
in Russia even initiated an inquiry 
with the Russian Prosecutor General 
as to the legality of the decision allow-
ing the independence of the Baltic 
states from the Soviet Union in 1991. 
That decision was declared illegal. 
Since the entire 50-year occupation of 
the Baltic countries was illegal, the le-
gality of a decision by a defunct evil 
empire is hardly relevant. What is rel-
evant is that the current regime in 
Russia is continuing the Soviet legacy 
of rewriting history to fit its agenda. 
That is a form of political warfare. 

Many Americans are now waking up 
to the fact that the Putin regime is 
bent on undermining Western democ-
racies. 

Well, the Baltic countries have been 
warning about that for years while 
leaders of our government were cozying 
up to Putin and playing around with 
reset buttons. 

Estonia was the subject of a massive 
propaganda campaign combined with a 
cyber attack back in 2007 when it 
moved a Soviet war memorial to a less 
conspicuous location. 

Estonia’s experience of weathering a 
cyber attack and its strong IT sector 
have made it a cybersecurity expert, 
and it now hosts the NATO Cooperative 
Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence. 

What Russia is doing now is out of 
the same KGB playbook it used 
throughout the Cold War. For instance, 
the Soviets planted articles in news-
papers in the 1980s claiming that the 
United States created AIDS. They then 
got other papers to pick it up and 
echoed the story via its own news agen-
cies. This is exactly what Russia is 
still doing, only with more modern 
technology. 

We have a lot to learn from all three 
Baltic countries, where the govern-
ments, the media, and the citizens are 
more sophisticated about identifying 
and exposing propaganda campaigns. 
The best response to propaganda is 
education and exposure—in other 
words, truth. 

The citizens of the three Baltic coun-
tries fought back against Soviet distor-
tion of history with historical truth 
and were able to reclaim their inde-
pendence. 

So today I want to recognize histor-
ical truth on the Senate floor and con-
gratulate Lithuania and Estonia on 
their recent statehood centennials. I 
look forward to celebrating the upcom-
ing centennial of Latvia in November. 

These bastions of Western civiliza-
tion and Western values in a tough 
neighborhood are valuable partners in 
advancing our shared goals of securing 
democracy and the blessings of liberty 
for our people. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO EMORY SCHWALL 
∑ Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, it is an 
honor and a privilege today to pay trib-
ute to a great Georgian who has dedi-
cated a lifetime of service to our State 
ahead of his 90th birthday on April 11, 
2018. 

Mr. Emory Schwall is an outstanding 
Georgia attorney who has practiced 
law in our State for 68 years. In 1950, at 
the age of 21, he was admitted to the 
Georgia Bar after attending the Emory 
School of Law and graduating from the 
Woodrow Wilson Law School in At-
lanta. 

Emory Schwall has served as special 
assistant attorney general for the 
State of Georgia representing the in-
surance commissioner. He is a certified 
estate planner and mediator, a member 
of Atlanta Estate Planning Council, 
the Atlanta Bar Association, the Geor-
gia Bar Association, and the American 
Bar Association. He also is a member 
of the Emory Law School Council. 

As impressive as Emory Schwall’s 
professional legal career has been, his 
impact on one of Georgia’s finest not- 
for-profit hospitals is probably one of 
the areas of work of which he is most 
proud. The Shepherd Center in Atlanta 
specializes in medical treatment, re-
search, and rehabilitation for people 
with spinal cord injury, brain injury, 
multiple sclerosis, spine and chronic 
pain, and other neuromuscular condi-
tions. Founded in 1975, the Shepherd 
Center is ranked by U.S. News & World 
Report as among the top 10 rehabilita-
tion hospitals in the Nation, and it has 
grown from a six-bed rehabilitation 
unit to a world-renowned, 152–bed hos-
pital that treats more than 8,500 pa-
tients each year. 

Emory Schwall has been active with 
the Shepherd Center since its incep-
tion, helping it obtain grants and be-
quests, and he has led capital cam-
paigns and other initiatives that have 
helped its growth. He served on the 
original board of directors for the 
Shepherd Center Foundation. He has 
also served as vice president and as a 
director of Shepherd Center, Inc., from 
1987 until 2017. 

Emory Schwall has also served his 
church Trinity Presbyterian Church 
since 1956, not only as a parishioner, 
but also as a deacon, an elder, and as 
chair of its finance committee. 

An appreciation for the preservation 
of history led him, as president of the 
Atlanta Medical Heritage, to donate 
the Academy of Medicine building, a 
designated historical landmark in At-
lanta, to the Georgia Tech Foundation 
to ensure funds for the restoration and 
preservation of the building. 

Further, Atlanta’s Piedmont Hos-
pital has benefitted from Emory 
Schwall’s generosity and service, in-
cluding serving as an active member of 
the Friends of Piedmont Hospital char-
itable arm. 

Emory Schwall also is active with 
national charitable and civic organiza-

tions such as the American Heart Asso-
ciation and the Arthritis Foundation. 

His dedication to service earned him 
the ‘‘Greater Good Award’’ from the 
Georgia Planned Giving Council in 
2009. This annual award is presented to 
an individual whose career is currently 
focused on advising individuals, attor-
neys, financial planners, insurance 
counselors, trust officers, accountants, 
and other financial advisers for obtain-
ing charitable contributions, and a 
‘‘Greater Good Award’’ recipient must 
have served to increase the quantity 
and quality of planned gifts to char-
ities in Georgia. 

Emory Schwall is truly a great Geor-
gian, and I am fortunate to call him 
my friend. He, along with his wife, the 
late Peggy McCready Schwall, shared a 
love of service to others. Their three 
sons and four grandsons are proud to 
have such wonderful examples to fol-
low, and as we celebrate his 90th birth-
day, I hope Emory enjoys many more 
years in our State and with his fam-
ily.∑ 
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150TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
BIDDEFORD SAVINGS BANK 

∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the 150th anniversary 
of Biddeford Saving Bank, a financial 
leader supporting the success and 
growth of the communities it serves 
with six locations spanning Biddeford, 
Waterboro, Scarborough, and 
Kennebunk, ME. The bank has been 
recognized for the support of its em-
ployees and exceptional customer serv-
ice, emphasizing the importance of 
local involvement through vol-
unteerism and support of charities. 

Founded in 1867, Biddeford Savings 
Bank has promoted teamwork, per-
sonal growth, and good performance 
amongst its employees for 150 years. In 
addition to supporting their employees, 
Biddeford Savings Bank values its cus-
tomers as if they are owners. Biddeford 
Savings Bank assists first-time home-
buyers and works with small busi-
nesses to ensure growth and success for 
local owners. The bank also improves 
its business practices by developing 
new banking services for customers. 

Biddeford Savings Bank is not only 
committed to its customers, but also 
to its neighbors including schools, 
businesses, and organizations that 
share their desire to improve the com-
munity around them. Over the years, 
the bank has hosted holiday food and 
gift drives, as well as musical events to 
raise money for organizations such as 
the Community Bicycle Center in Bid-
deford, ME, and United Way. In Janu-
ary of 2017, the bank sponsored the At-
lantic Plunge, a fundraiser hosted by 
Caring Unlimited, in which partici-
pants jumped into the ocean to raise 
awareness for and support the end of 
domestic violence in York County. 
Through local events and sponsorships, 
Biddeford Savings Bank promotes com-
munity engagement for individuals in 
all financial stages of life. For local 
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