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ANGELINA APODACA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Angelina 
Apodaca for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Angelina Apodaca is a student at Jefferson 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Angelina 
Apodaca is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Angelina Apodaca for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 175TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF CARBON COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the people of Carbon County 
as that county celebrates its 175th Anniver-
sary of incorporation. On March 13, 1843, 
Carbon County was created by combining 
parts of Northampton and Monroe Counties. 
The County was named for the vast abun-
dance of anthracite coal found in the region. 

Carbon County consists of land originally 
obtained from the Delaware Tribe during the 
Walking Purchase of 1737. The first settle-
ment established in the area was 
Gnadenhutten. Set up by twelve German 
monks of the Moravian order in 1745, today, 
the town of Lehighton stands in its place. Dur-
ing the Industrial Revolution, Carbon County 
was the home of the first railroad in America 
that was built on any large scale, known as 
‘‘The Switchback.’’ Carbon County is also the 
location of the trials and executions of the in-
famous Molly Maguires, a secret organization 
whose members were accused of targeting 
mine company representatives with violence 
during early struggles over the treatment of 
miners. 

Carbon County spans over 500 square 
miles in the Pocono Mountain region of Penn-
sylvania. Over two-thirds of the county is state 
game and park land. Because of its strategic 
location in the Poconos, its natural beauty, 
and its rich history, the county attracts many 

hikers, cyclists, history buffs, and people seek-
ing adventure. With its seat located in Jim 
Thorpe, Carbon County has twenty-three mu-
nicipalities, several unincorporated commu-
nities, and close to 64,000 residents. The 
county is generally considered a bellwether 
county for statewide elections. 

It is an honor to recognize Carbon County 
as its residents observe the 175th Anniversary 
of incorporation. I take great joy in joining 
celebration of such an important milestone. I 
wish everyone in the county all the best as 
they continue to make history. 

f 

USS ‘‘COLORADO’’ COMMISSIONING 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORACO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 
people of Colorado’s 4th Congressional Dis-
trict I am delighted to recognize the commis-
sioning of the USS Colorado (SSN–788.) 

Since the time of the Civil War, U.S. Navy 
vessels named after the magnificent state of 
Colorado have proudly served our great na-
tion. The commissioning ceremony will be held 
on Saturday, March 17th, which will be a spe-
cial day for Coloradans as the United States 
Navy officially welcomes the fourth U.S. Navy 
vessel to bear the Colorado name. 

We rest assured in the knowledge that the 
crew of the USS Colorado, part of the Virginia- 
class of attack submarines, is equipped with 
the most advanced capabilities and sophisti-
cated technology needed to maintain the 
strength of the U.S. Navy and the security of 
America’s shores. Coloradans are proud as 
USS Colorado and her crew joins forces in the 
endeavor to ensure security for all Americans. 

A relationship will be established between 
the USS Colorado and her remarkable service 
men and women. May that bond reach far be-
yond Saturday’s ceremony and remain 
throughout the span of the USS Colorado’s 
lifetime of service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
return from my home district in time for votes 
on Monday, March 5 or Tuesday, March 6. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 092; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 093; NAY on Roll Call No. 094; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 095. 

JALISSA ARCHULETA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Jalissa 
Archuleta for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Jalissa Archuleta is a student at Arvada 
West High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Jalissa 
Archuleta is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Jalissa Archuleta for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JOE G. 
WRIGHT, JR. 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Joe G. Wright, Jr. of Raleigh, 
North Carolina. On behalf of the people of 
North Carolina, I would like to thank Mr. 
Wright for almost 30 years of service to our 
communities and congratulate him on his up-
coming retirement. 

Joe Wright began his career in emergency 
management as an Emergency Services Di-
rector for Caswell County in 1990. He began 
working with the North Carolina Division of 
Emergency Management as an Area Coordi-
nator in 2004, became a Central Branch Man-
ager in 2009, and rose to the position of Dep-
uty Director in 2013. Over the course of his 
career, Mr. Wright has aided in twenty-two 
FEMA disaster declarations, including deploy-
ing to New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina 
and assisting the state during Hurricane Mat-
thew. Mr. Wright was instrumental in the de-
velopment of a Field Standard Operational 
Guide that received a national best practice 
during accreditation inspections. He also 
chairs the Urban Search and Rescue Task 
Force Leaders Advisory Group. 

Mr. Wright is the 2010 recipient of the Colo-
nel William A. Thompson Award for Out-
standing Achievement in Emergency Manage-
ment. Over the course of his career, Mr. 
Wright has successfully led local and state 
operational responses to disasters such as 
hurricanes, tornadoes, winter storms, wildfires, 
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public disturbances, and hazardous material 
events. 

Joe Wright has earned the respect and 
friendship of the people of North Carolina 
through his hard work and wide-ranging in-
volvement throughout the state. For his serv-
ice to North Carolina, I am honored to express 
to Mr. Wright the gratitude and best wishes of 
the people of North Carolina on his retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE OKAWVILLE 
BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the 2018 Class 1A Illinois basketball 
champions the Okawville boys’ basketball 
team. 

Okawville won the title game 59–48 thanks 
to a record breaking barrage of three-point 
shots, with Okawville making eight out of their 
14 attempts. Behind the shooting of junior 
guard Wyatt Krohne, who scored 18 points to 
lead the team, Okawville seized its first ever 
state basketball title. With the game dead-
locked at halftime, Okawville broke it open 
with a 19–point third quarter blitz that decided 
the outcome. Just as impressive as the team’s 
third quarter offensive output was its stingy 
defense, which yielded a scant six points dur-
ing the deciding stanza. 

I would like to congratulate the entire 
Okawville boys’ basketball team on their vic-
tory: Payten Harre, Lucas Frederking, Caleb 
Frederking, Will Aubel, Jordan Green, Wyatt 
Krohne, Luke Hensler, Carter Killion, Drew 
Riechmann, Tyler Parsley, Tyler Roesener, 
Payton Riechmann, Lane Schilling, Tom 
Segelhorst, and Jackson Heckert, as well as 
Head Coach Jon Kraus, on a superb end to a 
great season. 

Mr. Speaker, today it is an honor for me to 
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of 
the Okawville boys’ basketball team in winning 
the 2018 boys’ basketball championship, and 
I wish the team, and their coach, all the best 
in the future. 

f 

EMILY BISHOP 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Emily Bishop 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Emily Bishop is a student at Everitt Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Emily 
Bishop is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Emily Bishop for winning the Arvada Wheat 

Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

HONORING DAVID, JIMMY AND 
SUSAN SCOTTON 

HON. STEVE SCALISE 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend the release of the short documen-
tary film, I Lived On Parker Avenue, and rec-
ognize adoptee David Scotton and his family, 
and to celebrate their inspirational story high-
lighting adoption. 

I Lived on Parker Avenue follows the story 
of David Scotton, currently a law student at 
Louisiana State University, on his journey to 
meet his birth parents for the first time and 
thank them for the gift of his life. Through 
God’s grace, David’s birth mother walked out 
of an Indianapolis abortion facility at the last 
moment and lovingly placed David up for 
adoption, answering the prayers of Jimmy and 
Susan Scotton who adopted David at birth. 

To honor them for their work to better the 
lives of Louisiana children though adoption, 
David, Jimmy and Susan Scotton were award-
ed by the Louisiana Institute for Children in 
Families as a Louisiana Angel in Adoption. I 
ask that my colleagues join me today in cele-
brating their story and recognizing their con-
tribution to promoting the blessing of adoption. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF COLONEL 
DWIGHT LAWRENCE TAYLOR 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Colonel Dwight Lawrence 
Taylor. Colonel Taylor served the nation as a 
bombardier in the Army Air Corps during 
World War II. After the war, Colonel Taylor en-
tered the Air Force Reserves, retiring in 1984 
as a Colonel. 

Colonel Taylor took great pride in his in-
volvement in the community. He was a mem-
ber of Coan Baptist Church in Heathsville, VA 
where he was a past Deacon. Additionally, he 
served as a past Master Mason of Heathsville 
Masonic Lodge number 109 AF and AM and 
was a member of Westmoreland Royal Arch 
Chapter number 41. He belonged to many 
civic organizations including the Northumber-
land Lions Club and Historical Society. Colo-
nel Taylor had a deep love of the Northern 
Neck and spent many years at his beloved 
home, ‘‘Wheatland,’’ where he loved to garden 
and work on preserving the historic antebellum 
home. Colonel Taylor typified a genuine Vir-
ginia Gentleman in his character and charity to 
others. Colonel Taylor continued to serve his 
community as Chairman of the Northumber-
land County Republican Committee and as a 
member of the First Congressional District 
Committee. Colonel Taylor is a graduate of 
The College of William and Mary. 

I had the pleasure of knowing Colonel Tay-
lor for many years and witnessed his contribu-

tions to the community. Mr. Speaker, I ask you 
to join me in extending thoughts and prayers 
to his wife, Catherine; daughters Mary Cath-
erine and Jennifer; five grandchildren; and 
their families during this difficult time. 

f 

ISABELLA BROWN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Isabella 
Brown for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Isabella Brown is a student at Arvada K–8 
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Isabella 
Brown is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Isa-
bella Brown for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 175TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE INCORPORA-
TION OF CARBON COUNTY 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is a great 
honor for me to join the residents of Carbon 
County, Pennsylvania in celebrating the coun-
ty’s 175th anniversary of its incorporation. 

The last 175 years have proven trans-
formative for the county, demonstrating its vi-
tality and strong sense of community. Located 
in the northeastern comer of the state, ap-
proximately 90 miles west of New York City 
and 90 miles northeast of Philadelphia, Car-
bon County covers over 500 square miles and 
is known for its scenic mountains and rivers. 
It truly carved out its place in the Common-
wealth’s history when it became the home of 
the first railroad in America built on a large 
scale, called the Switchback. Construction of 
the Switchback railroad helped bring a thriving 
coal industry to Pennsylvania, which in turn 
brought businesses, schools, and a growing 
population to the region. 

While the Switchback railroad was retired in 
the 1920s, Carbon County still attracts thou-
sands of visitors each year due to its attractive 
rural landscape that is rich in heritage and his-
tory. With the northern and eastern portions of 
the county being part of the Pocono Mountain 
region, and over two thirds of the county being 
State Game Land and State Park Land, there 
is no shortage of families and businesses at-
tracted to Carbon County’s quality of life. I am 
truly honored to represent this county in Penn-
sylvania and take great pride in its history, 
success, and sense of community. 
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Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 

the 175th anniversary of the incorporation of 
Carbon County. 

f 

DEPUTY JACOB PICKETT 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Deputy Jacob Pickett, who was killed in 
the line of duty in Lebanon, Indiana on March 
2, 2018. 

Deputy Pickett was born on December 20, 
1983 to Marlin and Rebecca Pickett in Colum-
bus, Ohio. He graduated from Brownsburg 
High School in Brownsburg, Indiana and start-
ed on his path to a career in law enforcement. 
He graduated from Marion County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Training Academy in 2010 and the Indiana 
Law Enforcement Academy in 2014. After 
graduating, he went on to work at the Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office from 2010 to 2013 as 
a detention deputy and participated on the 
sheriff’s presentations corps. In 2013, he start-
ed working for the Tipton County Sheriff’s De-
partment and served as the Deputy until 2015. 
He then went on to serve with the Boone 
County Sheriff’s Department as a Taser In-
structor and K–9 Team Leader. 

Deputy Pickett had a profound impact on 
those he served, evidenced by the outpours of 
support by Hoosiers across the state since his 
passing. He is remembered for his kind-heart, 
loyalty, selflessness and willingness to serve 
others, but most of all as a loving husband 
and father. 

Deputy Pickett is survived by his wife, Jen-
nifer Pickett, his two sons; Wade Matthew 
Pickett, Lincoln David Pickett, parents; Marlin 
and Rebecca Pickett, sister, Kristi M. Woo, 
niece; Hannah N. Woo, his K–9 partner, Brik, 
parents-in-law; Jon and Carol Lindstrom, 
brothers-in-law; Jeremy Lindstrom, Christopher 
Lindstrom and a host of other relatives and 
friends. 

On behalf of all Hoosiers, I thank Deputy 
Pickett for his service and sacrifice to our 
great state. He represented his community, 
state, and country, with honor and dignity. We 
continue to pray for his family, friends, and all 
who knew him. Our hearts are with you. His 
service and sacrifice will always be remem-
bered. 

f 

HONORING FETZER VINEYARDS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today along with my colleague, Rep-
resentative JARED HUFFMAN, to honor Fetzer 
Vineyards upon the occasion of its 50th anni-
versary in operation. 

Fetzer Vineyards was founded in 1968 by 
Barney and Kathleen Fetzer of Mendocino 
County, California. The couple produced wine 
under the company’s flagship Fetzer label with 
the help of their eleven children. Though the 
family sold the business in 1992, Fetzer Vine-
yards has carried on its founders’ legacy of 

social responsibility. It is now the world’s larg-
est winery certified as a B Corporation, mean-
ing the company meets high standards for en-
vironmental and labor practices. 

For decades, Fetzer Vineyards has been a 
leader in organic farming and sustainability. In 
the 1980s, the winemaker converted all of its 
Mendocino County vineyards to organic meth-
ods. Of the 960 acres Fetzer Vineyards has in 
cultivation today, 700 are certified as organic 
and the other 260 are biodynamic, which 
means no chemicals are used in the grape- 
growing process. In 1999, Fetzer Vineyards 
became the first vineyard to operate on 100 
percent green power. It reported and verified 
its greenhouse gas emissions to The Climate 
Registry, a non-profit, as early as 2005. By 
2014, Fetzer Vineyards had become the first 
winery to achieve TRUE Zero Waste certifi-
cation. These achievements and others are a 
shining example for the agricultural commu-
nity. They prove that economic success and 
environmental conservation go hand in hand. 

Fetzer Vineyards knows that a business 
only thrives when workers do too. The com-
pany is enormously proud of its diverse man-
agement team, half of which is made up of 
women or people from underrepresented 
groups. All 300 of the vintner’s employees 
earn above a living wage, receive health care 
benefits and are incentivized to volunteer in 
the community. In addition, Fetzer Vineyards 
encourages worker initiative. Many of the com-
pany’s landmark environmental achievements 
were made possible by employee projects like 
internal waste audits. In this way, Fetzer Vine-
yards shows what can be accomplished when 
businesses do more than take care of the bot-
tom line. Fetzer Vineyards’ workforce invest-
ment pays for itself through the ingenuity of its 
employees. 

Mr. Speaker, Fetzer Vineyards is the type of 
socially responsible company that every Amer-
ican business should strive to be. It is there-
fore fitting and proper that we honor Fetzer 
Vineyards here today. 

f 

ALLY BUCKNER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Ally Buckner 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Ally Buckner is a student at Ralston Valley 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Ally 
Buckner is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Ally 
Buckner for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I was absent for 
the vote on the Passage of H.R. 4607 (Roll 
Call No. 95). Had I been present, I would have 
voted no. 

I was also absent for the vote on the Pas-
sage of H.R. 1119 (Roll Call No. 101). Had I 
been present, I would have voted no. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA HOME RULE NON- 
DISCRIMINATION ACT OF 2018 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the District of Columbia Home Rule Non- 
Discrimination Act of 2018 to end the unique 
applicability of the federal Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act of 1993 (RFRA) to the District 
of Columbia. My bill will protect the District’s 
right to self-government, as well as LGBTQ 
and reproductive rights in D.C. 

RFRA, which provides more protection for 
religious exercise than the First Amendment, 
applies to the federal government, the D.C. 
government and the territorial governments, 
but not to state governments. As RFRA does 
not apply to the states, under the principles of 
home rule, it should likewise not apply to the 
District. 

While RFRA was designed to be a shield to 
protect religious freedom, it is being used, as 
evidenced by the Supreme Court’s 2014 
Hobby Lobby decision, as a sword to discrimi-
nate against the LGBTQ community and 
women. Members of Congress have used 
RFRA as a justification for trying to overturn 
D.C. antidiscrimination laws. Republicans have 
voted three times since 2015 to nullify or block 
the District’s Reproductive Health Non-Dis-
crimination Act (RHNDA), which prohibits em-
ployers from discriminating against employees 
and their families based on reproductive 
health decisions, claiming, in part, that it vio-
lates RFRA. However, it appears that no one 
has challenged RHNDA’s legality under RFRA 
in court. 

My bill ensures that District residents are 
treated the same as residents of the states 
under RFRA. I strongly urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES JAY 
DELANEY, RECIPIENT OF THE 
2018 GREATER PITTSTON FRIEND-
LY SONS’ SWINGLE AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTIVES 
Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize James Jay Delaney, who 
will receive the W. Francis Swingle Award 
from the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick. Jay will be honored formally during 
the 
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Friendly Sons’ 104th annual celebration on 
March 17, 2018. He has been part of the 
Wilkes-Barre Fire Department since 1981 and 
has served as the city’s fire chief for the past 
13 years. 

Chief Delaney is a longtime resident of 
Avoca, Pennsylvania and a graduate of St. 
John the Evangelist High School. He attended 
Luzerne County Community College to study 
Fire Science Technology. He has completed 
advanced course work at the National Fire 
Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland and at the 
Center for Domestic Preparedness in Annis-
ton, Alabama. He is also a certified para-
medic. 

In addition to his role as chief, Delaney 
serves as Wilkes-Barre’s Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator. Under Chief Delaney’s 
leadership, the Wilkes-Barre Fire Department’s 
ISO Public Protection Classification was ele-
vated to Class 2, which put Wilkes-Barre in 
the top 1 percent of fire departments in Penn-
sylvania. He has been responsible for secur-
ing a substantial amount of federal support 
and has made multiple upgrades to the city’s 
emergency response operations and equip-
ment. 

Chief Delaney has earned appointments by 
Governor Ed Rendell to the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission Board of Commissioners 
and by Governor Tom Wolf to the Governor’s 
Advisory Council for Hunting, Fishing, and 
Conservation. 

He resides in the Miners Mills section of 
Wilkes-Barre with his wife, the former Valerie 
Sakaduski. They have three children, Sarah, 
Jamie and Megan and seven grandchildren. 

It is an honor to recognize Chief Delaney as 
he accepts the W. Franics Swingle Award. I 
am grateful to him for having spent his entire 
career in service to the people of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. His 37 years as a fire fighter is 
an outstanding contribution to the community. 
I wish him all the best this St. Patrick’s Day. 

f 

ROWANCHAYSE CLEVELAND 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Rowanchayse 
Cleveland for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Rowanchayse Cleveland is a student at Ar-
vada K–8 and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by 
Rowanchayse Cleveland is exemplary of the 
type of achievement that can be attained with 
hard work and perseverance. It is essential 
students at all levels strive to make the most 
of their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Rowanchayse Cleveland for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character in all of her 
future accomplishments. 

AVERY HUDDLESTON 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to commend Avery Huddleston, 
a first grader in my district from Mechanics-
burg, Illinois. 

Avery, along with his classmates at Tri-City 
Elementary School, collected more than twen-
ty pounds of school supplies for students in 
Puerto Rico—where schools are still recov-
ering after Hurricane Maria. 

Avery was so excited to help students in 
Puerto Rico that he asked his friends to bring 
school supplies instead of gifts to his seventh 
birthday party. Soon, his whole class got in on 
the fun. 

When Avery’s mom learned that local 
Ameren crews were scheduled to go to Puerto 
Rico, she arranged for Ameren to take the box 
of donations with them. But when the crews 
dropped off the donations, they discovered 
that the school was still experiencing problems 
with electricity. Within thirty minutes, Ameren 
workers were able to restore the school’s light 
and air conditioning after nearly six months 
without power. 

Thanks to the kindness of a special seven 
year old and his classmates, students in Rio 
Grande not only have new school supplies, 
but now have their lights back on. 

I’m very proud of Avery and inspired by his 
ambition to help others. He’s a perfect exam-
ple of the kindness we should show our neigh-
bors every day. 

Keep up the good work, Avery. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO LARRY GREEN, HOUS-
TON CITY COUNCILMAN AND A 
SPECIAL HUMAN BEING WITH AN 
UNSURPASSED EXUBERANCE 
AND PASSION FOR THE PEOPLE 
OF HOUSTON 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to Houston City Councilmember 
Larry Green who passed away suddenly on 
March 6, 2018, at the age of 52. 

I was shocked and saddened to learn of the 
death of my dear friend, Councilman Larry 
Green, and my heart goes out to his family 
and loved ones. 

Although the years of his life were short, the 
life lived in those years by Councilman Larry 
Green was vibrant, dynamic, purposeful, and 
directed toward service to others. 

Larry Green was an extraordinary human 
being with an unsurpassed exuberance and 
passion for our city, its neighborhoods, its fu-
ture, and most of all, its people. 

Councilman Larry Green was devoted to 
providing opportunities for his constituents, in-
deed all Houstonians, to realize their potential 
and their dreams. 

Larry Green worked as my District Director, 
and in this role he helped me to serve the 
constituents of the 18th Congressional District. 

I am proud to have served as one of his 
mentors. 

In fact it was during this service to my office 
that I observed first hand his dedication to the 
community that claimed him, because he was 
one of Houston’s own. 

But as anyone who knew Larry Green can 
attest, you also learned a lot from him be-
cause he was so generous with his knowledge 
and expertise. 

Larry Green was a lifelong Houstonian. 
You often hear it said that greatness is 

measured by the magnitude of one’s service. 
By that measure there is no greater public 

servant than Larry Green, whom we lost en-
tirely too soon. 

Larry Green proudly served the citizens of 
District K on Houston’s City Council for almost 
six years. 

Larry Green was a native Houstonian; a 
graduate of Madison High School, the Univer-
sity of Houston, and the Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law. 

It was in my office that Larry Green honed 
the skills for which he is well known for: hard 
work, long hours, attention to details regarding 
the lives of those he serves, getting the job 
done, and making sure that the needs and in-
terests of the poor and vulnerable would never 
be forgotten. 

As the shock and grief over his untimely 
death recedes, left in its place is our memory 
of his dedication as a public servant; his 
sense of humor when faced with a challenge; 
his tireless work for the people of District K, 
and omnipresence at community meetings 
was legendary. 

In fact, it was at those community meetings 
where his love for his constituents shined 
brightest. 

As members of the community attested after 
he passed: ‘‘Larry was everywhere—he’s at 
the civic club meetings; the coalition meeting; 
he was like your friend. I’d call him all the 
time.’’ 

The loss of Larry Green’s leaves is heart 
breaking. 

I am reminded of the common refrain that 
‘‘all death teaches us is that nothing is prom-
ised, but only that life was worth it.’’ 

Larry Green lived that wisdom and always 
sought to give back and live a life worth it. 

Among his numerous contributions and ac-
complishments, it is Larry Green’s dedication 
to his constituents that stand tallest, and will 
stand the test of time. 

Larry Green knew the value of viewing 
neighborhoods and towns as communities— 
rather than districts—and sought to make the 
everyday lives of people better. 

Larry Green educated people about how to 
become citizen activists so that they could im-
prove the quality of their communities or their 
own lives. 

Larry Green sought to remedy blighted 
neighborhoods by attracting development; he 
helped neighbors set up civic clubs and taught 
them how to beautify their neighborhoods. 

And as the rough waters of life have stilled 
his body, his soul lives on and his legacy will 
not be diminished. 

Larry Green will be remembered always as 
a fearless advocate; a tireless champion; a 
true friend; a man whose passion for Houston 
was contagious. 

Scripture teaches us that blessed are those 
that mourn, for they will be comforted. 

To his entire family, who shared him with us 
for 52 years, on behalf of all Houstonians, we 
thank you. 
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To his brother, two nieces and a nephew, all 

of whom survive him, we pray that God will 
deliver you from the pain that his passing has 
visited on you. 

To those he was honored to serve as a 
proud representative of District K: all of us in 
public life are inspired by his example and his 
fortitude and while we know he is looking 
down on us, we can only seek to honor his 
time on Earth by emulating his service. 

In a time of wanting leadership, let those of 
us still on this Earth be inspired by Larry 
Green’s example and his service and strive to 
be worthy of his legacy. 

I ask the House to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of the beloved Larry Green, 
who as much as anyone reflected the heart-
beat of Houston. 

f 

JORDAN CROSS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Jordan Cross 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Jordan Cross is a student at Arvada West 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Jordan 
Cross is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jor-
dan Cross for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

VIRGINIA KINCH 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the generosity of Virginia Kinch and 
her family in Longmont, Colorado. 

Last year during the holiday season, Virginia 
and her daughters were preparing to deliver 
Thanksgiving meals to the homeless. They 
were shocked to hear about a family living in 
a broken down school bus behind a truck 
stop, so they went to deliver food to them. 
They discovered that this struggling family had 
three young daughters—a 5 year old, a 14- 
month old, and a 4-week old. After providing 
the family with a hot meal, Virginia wanted to 
do more to help. Fortunately, the Kinch’s had 
just completed renovations on a house in 
Greeley that they planned to rent out or sell. 
Instead, Virginia went above and beyond and 
decided to invite the struggling family to move 
into that home rent-free. 

The kindness and selflessness displayed by 
the Kinch family is truly remarkable. They fully 

embody the Christmas spirit of giving, and are 
an inspiration to us all. For that, I am pleased 
to honor and recognize their outstanding act of 
kindness. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHRISTIAN OAKES 
FOR HIS EXTRAORDINARY HU-
MANITARIAN AND RELIEF EF-
FORTS TO HURRICANE VICTIMS 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor Christian Oakes of Walton County, for 
his success and remarkable relief efforts to 
reach those devastated by hurricanes Harvey, 
Irma and Maria. 

Weathering through the storm to reach 
those previously deemed ‘‘unreachable,’’ 
Christian Oakes defied all odds. His leader-
ship and persistence represent what North-
west Florida is all about—helping those in 
times of need. 

Christian and Cass Oakes were married on 
August 21, 2017. Four days later, they ex-
changed their honeymoon for a rescue mis-
sion. Without a second thought, they loaded 
up donated supplies that Christian miracu-
lously accumulated by reaching out to busi-
ness partners and clients, and headed to help 
Harvey victims in Texas. 

Mr. Oakes’ relentless spirit in helping the 
people of Texas is a spirit that I hope every-
one can look to and admire. He proved noth-
ing would stop him from doing everything he 
could to help, when he offered the very shoes 
off his feet. He traveled from truck to foot to 
boat and finally had to be airlifted by a 
Blackhawk—which he thought was pretty cool. 
Christian extended his hand to people he had 
never met before. He simply wanted to help. 

When Hurricane Irma hit south Florida, 
Christian and Cass immediately began plan-
ning and executing. Using only their Excursion 
and U-Haul trailer, they delivered over 5,000 
cubic feet of supplies in Collier County, Florida 
alone. Christian was so incredibly dedicated to 
this mission, he passed up an opportunity to 
meet the President so he could immediately 
begin preparation for the next relief effort. 

Following the aftermath of Maria in Puerto 
Rico, Mr. Oakes’ rose to overcome many chal-
lenges. One of those being the need to admin-
ister vaccines to those affected by the flu. 
After running into some issues, he contacted 
my office for assistance and throughout the 
night, together, through many phone calls and 
emails, we were able to successfully get those 
vaccines to the proper destination in time for 
most to be administered. 

I am very proud of Christian, his wife Cass 
and their incredible team for the phenomenal 
aid for victims in Texas, Florida and Puerto 
Rico. This spirit of duty to help others during 
times of disaster should inspire and be emu-
lated by every American. 

Cass Oakes summed up their mission state-
ment well as she stated, ‘‘I never want to buy 
anything for myself again, I just want to help 
others. Everything you work so hard for in life 
can just be taken away in an instance.’’ 

Christian and Cass Oakes continue to give 
of themselves on a daily basis to assist those 
in need. I look forward to partnering with them 

in the future and I am honored to be their 
Congressman. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to recognize Chris-
tian and Cass Oakes for their extraordinary 
humanitarian and relief efforts across our state 
of Florida and around the United States of 
America. 

f 

RUBY EAMES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Ruby Eames 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Ruby Eames is a student at Drake Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Ruby 
Eames is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Ruby Eames for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

REMEMBERING DANN SPEAR 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of Dann Spear, a 40- 
year resident of Yuba County, who passed 
away unexpectedly on February 22, 2018. 

Dann was born to William C. ‘‘Doc’’ and 
Margie Spear in Ventura, California in 1954. 
He grew up around horses and livestock, and 
worked at the family business at the Ojai Val-
ley Inn Riding Stables and Matalija Ranch in 
his youth. He graduated from Nordhoff High 
School in 1972, and while attending Cal Poly 
S.L.O., he competed in college rodeo and 
went on to compete successfully in profes-
sional rodeo in the team roping event. 

He married the love of his life, Roberta 
Eskew Spear, in 1974. After attending Cal 
Poly, they moved back to Ojai, where Dann 
began working in the construction industry. 
After two years, they realized their dream of 
owning a small ranch and moved to 
Marysville, California, where Dann continued 
to compete in professional rodeo and contin-
ued his construction career. Dann worked in 
the Public Works Department of Sutter County 
for 30 years, where he loved helping the peo-
ple of Sutter County. Dann also had a strong 
faith and love for the Lord in a quiet way and 
always treated people like family. 

Dann and Roberta had two sons, Carson 
and Brandon. They were involved in 4–H, little 
league, and high school rodeo, and they never 
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missed a game of Wheatland Pirates football. 
Dann’s boys grew up to become a Captain in 
the Army and Iraq War Veteran and a Ser-
geant in the Yuba County Sheriffs Depart-
ment. Dann dearly loved his daughters-in-law, 
Erin, who is an estate planning attorney at 
Guth & Changaris, and Cotie, who is the Nurs-
ing Administrator for Yuba County Corrections. 

While raising his family, Dann founded the 
Museum of the Forgotten Warriors in 1983. 
Dann had always been interested in military 
history, and after meeting several World War 
Two Flying Tigers Veterans, it inspired the 
start of his military memorabilia collecting. 
Dann’s collection and passion for telling vet-
erans’ stories continued to grow and shape 
the museum. 

Dann enjoyed every minute of life and I 
know that his spirit and his memory will be 
cherished by his family, friends, and many oth-
ers throughout the community. 

f 

WINGS UP 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to not only congratulate 
the Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) 
women’s basketball team as they head to the 
NCAA tournament for the fifth time in seven 
seasons, but also to wish them continued suc-
cess throughout the tournament. 

The Eagles fought hard to beat Jacksonville 
and clinch the Atlantic Sun Conference Tour-
nament Championship. I congratulate Coach 
Karl Smesko and all of the players for their 
hard work this season—best of luck and con-
tinue to make us proud. Wings up. 

f 

DARRIEN ESPINOZA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Darrien 
Espinoza for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Darrien Espinoza is a student at Arvada 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Darrien 
Espinoza is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Darrien Espinoza for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATU-
LATING RANDY AND DIANE 
FRYKBERG FOR THEIR SERVICE 
WITH THE NATIONAL SKI PA-
TROL 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
to recognize Randy and Diane Frykberg for 
their retirement from the National Ski Patrol 
after a combined 103 years of service. 
Through their exceptional leadership and 
steadfast devotion to their community, Diane 
and Randy have become an indispensable 
part of Northern Michigan. 

Since its founding in 1938, the National Ski 
Patrol has dedicated itself to serving the public 
and ensuring the safety of those who seek to 
enjoy outdoor recreation. It is currently com-
prised of more than 26,000 members serving 
in over 600 different patrols. With 52 and 51 
years of service respectively, Randy and 
Diane are one of only 14 husband-wife pairs 
to each devote over half a century to the safe-
ty of their local community. 

Under the service of Randy and Diane, the 
team at Boyne Highlands was named the Out-
standing Large Ski Patrol 2015–16, ranked 
first out of 127 patrols in the region and sec-
ond nationally. Serving as Patrol Director at 
Boyne Highlands since 2012, Randy’s innova-
tive leadership has led to wide success and 
recognition. Among these innovations include 
the Boyne Highlands Host Program—the first 
such program in the nation. He also created a 
relationship with Michigan State University 
College of Medicine, providing the opportunity 
for 3rd year students to shadow patrollers to 
study the field techniques and outdoor emer-
gency care. Additionally, Randy was instru-
mental in ensuring guest safety during an 
arson fire at the Highlands Lodge in Decem-
ber of 2016. Outside of their service with the 
National Ski Patrol, Diane and Randy have 
two sons and own and operate a floral shop 
in Boyne City. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor to congratulate 
Randy and Diane Frykberg for their combined 
103 years of service to the people of Northern 
Michigan with the National Ski Patrol. 
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing 
the First District is home to such devoted indi-
viduals. On behalf of my constituents, I wish 
Diane and Randy all the best in their future 
endeavors. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MARTIN 
MACDONALD FOR HIS INDUCTION 
INTO THE MISSOURI SPORTS 
HALL OF FAME 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Mr. Martin MacDonald for his induc-
tion into the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame. 

Mr. MacDonald serves as the Director of 
Conservation for Bass Pro Shops, seeking to 
connect those who love the outdoors with the 
ideals of protecting wildlife and the habitat in 

which they live. He has worked with and as-
sisted in the founding of several organizations 
that strive to promote conservation based poli-
cies, including the Upper White River Basin 
Foundation. He serves on the James River 
Basin Partnership and is a board member at 
the Wonders of Wildlife National Museum and 
Aquarium. Being a prominent member of the 
conservation community, Mr. MacDonald 
works closely with the National Association of 
Fish and Wildlife agencies to determine how 
best to preserve and protect Missouri’s out-
door resources. His record over the course of 
a twenty-plus year career has earned him spe-
cial recognition from the National Association 
of State Park Directors as someone who is 
deeply committed to promoting the outdoors. 
This commitment to the ideals of conservation 
has now earned him a much-deserved spot in 
the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame. 

My highest appreciation goes to Mr. Mac-
Donald for all the fine work he has done for 
southwest Missouri and to all the efforts he 
has made in the conservation and wildlife 
communities. My district is one that many folks 
enjoy hunting, fishing and the beauty of the 
outdoors and I know they join me in thanking 
Mr. MacDonald for all the great work he has 
accomplished throughout his career. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
RESERVE SERVICE ACT 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Department of Home-
land Security Reserve Service Act, a bill that 
establishes a reserve service for five agencies 
within the Department of Homeland Security: 
the United States Secret Service, Federal Pro-
tective Service, Customs and Border Protec-
tion, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
and the Transportation Security Administra-
tion. 

Personnel shortages in each of these agen-
cies are well documented. Many current or 
former directors have made public statements 
linking personnel shortages to gaps in hiring 
processes, issues with retention of employees, 
and temporary or ongoing surges in need. The 
Department of Homeland Security Office of In-
spector General, the U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office, and the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform have 
issued reports spotlighting these issues. 

The implication is clear. Many agencies 
within the Department of Homeland Security 
lack the workforce necessary to carry out their 
critical missions during surges in need. These 
shortages are a matter of national security. 

By way of example, the United States Se-
cret Service has faced hiring and retention 
issues for years. In August 2017, the Director 
asked Congress for additional funds because 
these shortages, coupled with surges in need, 
caused more than 1,000 agents work hun-
dreds of hours of uncompensated overtime. 
Representatives JON KATKO (R–New York) 
and ELIJAH CUMMINGS (D–MD) subsequently 
introduced a bill allowing the Secret Service to 
raise special agents’ salaries and overtime 
caps for 2017 and 2018. While I support the 
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measure, it does not solve the larger issue. 
Also, repeatedly increasing and lowering sal-
ary caps is inefficient and costly. 

There is precedent for reserve services in 
the Department of Homeland Security. The 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) responded to Hurricane Harvey, Hurri-
cane Irma, Hurricane Jose, and Hurricane 
Maria by mobilizing temporary on-call reserv-
ists and Cadre On-Call Response/Recovery 
(CORE) personnel to assist with rescue and 
recovery. 

The Department of Homeland Security Re-
serve Service Act establishes adapts this 
model for other pervasive, yet unpredictable 
national security requirements. The bill estab-
lishes a reserve service, comprised of skilled, 
ready-to-work former employees, including re-
tirees that can be temporarily mobilized to fill 
personnel shortages and meet emergent de-
mands. 

This reserve service allows components to 
be innovative in structure and application. 
While some positions could mirror existing 
ones, components are encouraged to find new 
ways to call upon a reservist’s skill set, in 
whole or in part. 

For example, if a retired United States Se-
cret Service agent has expertise in planning 
for the United Nations General Assembly, but 
is not able or does not want to carry a gun 
and/or meet the physical demands required in 
some protective missions, they could fill a crit-
ical planning role, freeing permanent per-
sonnel or other gun carriers for other assign-
ments. Under this bill agencies are urged to 
find innovative approaches that decouple skills 
held by reserve service members from those 
required of full-time employees. 

Rather than maintaining the status quo, this 
program represents an opportunity to curb 
costs by capitalizing on investments taxpayers 
and agencies have already made in the 
human capital of former employees while si-
multaneously preserving institutional knowl-
edge and experience. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in helping 
the Department of Homeland Security perform 
their mission critical duties of investigation, pa-
trol, response, security, protection, recovery, 
and inspection by supporting this act. 

f 

MARIAH FERNANDEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Mariah 
Fernandez for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Mariah Fernandez is a student at Arvada 
K–8 and received this award because her de-
termination and hard work have allowed her to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Mariah 
Fernandez is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Mariah Fernandez for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 

award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CITY OF FLORENCE, 
ALABAMA COMMEMORATING THE 
200TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MO BROOKS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pride that I recognize the great City 
of Florence, Alabama, as it celebrates its 
200th Anniversary. I am honored to serve the 
people of Florence, which is located in Ala-
bama’s 5th District. 

By way of background, on March 12, 1818, 
General John Coffee saw the potential for a 
settlement on the banks of the Tennessee 
River, and he founded Florence, Alabama. 
General Coffee led the Cypress Land Com-
pany, and these visionaries established what 
they envisioned as a bold, new prosperous 
settlement. 

At this time, these founding fathers of Flor-
ence commissioned an Italian surveyor named 
Ferdinand Sannoner. In deciding on a name 
for the new settlement, he named it Florence 
after the beautiful and historic city of Florence, 
Italy. 

Through the years, the city grew steadily 
and many businesses and educational institu-
tions were established in Florence. The city 
became known for having a legacy of industry, 
music and the arts, education, and architec-
ture. 

Today, Florence stands as a testament to 
the Tennessee Valley’s rich heritage, and I am 
proud to celebrate Florence today. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating the 
City of Florence on this momentous occasion 
of its 200th Anniversary and wish the city the 
best for another 200 years. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DOROTHY R. 
(DOTTIE) SPINDLE 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor one of Fairfax County’s leading citi-
zens, Dottie Spindle, who is retiring as Sec-
retary of The 123 Club after 27 years of serv-
ice. 

The 123 Club was formed over 30 years 
ago by a group of Northern Virginia Business 
Leaders who were interested in promoting 
economic development in Northern Virginia 
and George Mason University. Since that time, 
Fairfax County has blossomed into one of the 
most vibrant business corridors in the nation, 
and George Mason University has grown to 
house over 35,000 students at the graduate 
and undergraduate level, making it the largest 
University in Virginia. 

Through the last 27 years, Dottie Spindle 
has served as Secretary (a volunteer position), 
coordinating meetings, reaching out to speak-
ers, and keeping the books on an evolving 
membership of movers and shakers across 

Northern Virginia. The 123 Club has hosted 
Governors, Senators, Congressmen, State 
Legislators, Cabinet officers and leaders in 
economic academia. Though membership has 
changed, along with a growing and diverse 
business establishment, Dottie Spindle has 
been the one constant, holding together a 
band of eclectic community leaders and 
scheduling meetings, ensuring quorums and 
keeping the group together. 

A long time employee of Dewberry, a large 
engineering firm in Fairfax, Dottie has an-
nounced her well-earned retirement, and will 
be stepping down this spring from both enti-
ties. The 123 Club and the citizens of Fairfax 
County will greatly miss her, as she has made 
a substantial mark serving behind the scenes. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking Dottie Spindle for her contributions 
to our community. 

f 

COMMEMORATING WOMEN’S 
HISTORY MONTH 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate the 31st observance of March 
as Women’s History Month. 

I want to list several women who made his-
tory with their election to the U.S. House of 
Representatives: 

1. Congresswoman Jeanette Rankin of 
Montana who was the first elected woman 
member of the House of Representatives; 

2. Congresswoman Patsy Mink of Hawaii 
was the first woman of color and the first 
Asian American woman elected to Congress; 

3. Congresswoman Shirley Anita Chisholm 
of New York who was the first African-Amer-
ican Congresswoman member of the House of 
Representatives; and 

4. Congresswoman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
whom we have the honor of working with is 
the first Hispanic woman elected to serve in 
Congress; 

5. Senator TAMMY BALDWIN of Wisconsin is 
from the LGBTQ community to serve in this 
body and the first to serve in the United States 
Senate; and 

6. NANCY PELOSI, the first woman elected 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

National Women’s History Month can be 
traced back to March 8, 1857, when women 
from New York City factories staged a protest 
over working conditions. 

International Women’s Day was first ob-
served in 1909. 

In 1981, Congress passed a law authorizing 
the President to proclaim March 7, 1982 as 
‘‘Women’s History Week.’’ 

It was a modest beginning, but very signifi-
cant to women because it started a societal 
and cultural change in how women—and es-
pecially young girls—saw themselves within 
American story. 

In 1987, Congress expanded the week to a 
month and every year since, Congress has 
passed a resolution for Women’s History 
Month, and the President has issued a procla-
mation. 

This month we recognize Women’s History 
Month by noting the fundamental role women 
have played in shaping America’s history. 
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But a month is not enough to make known 

the significant contributions of women to the 
success of the United States of America. 

We taught our girls about ‘Rosie the Riveter’ 
who represented the millions of American 
women who went to work on assembly lines to 
manufacture tanks, planes, and weapons for 
the defense of this nation during World War II. 

America has been blessed to have the con-
tributions of American women heroes in the 
fields of science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM). 

Women like Sally Kristen Ride, the first 
women sent into space; Eileen Marie Collins, 
the first women space shuttle pilot; and Grace 
Murray Hopper, an American computer sci-
entist and United States Navy rear admiral. 

Admiral Hopper developed the first compiler 
for a computer programming language, which 
made it possible to program computers with-
out using punch cards. 

There are many women in the State of 
Texas and in the city of Houston who have 
made significant contributions to the American 
story: 

1. Congresswoman Barbara Jordan of 
Texas was the first African American woman 
elected to the House of Representatives; 

2. Kathryn ‘‘Kathy’’ Whitmire was the first 
woman elected to serve in the Houston City 
government; and 

3. Mae Carol Jemison was the first African 
American woman astronaut. 

I was proud to have been a cosponsor of 
the ‘‘National Women’s History Commission 
Act,’’ signed into law by President Barack 
Obama in December 2014 and which estab-
lished a commission to study the potential for 
creating a National Women’s History Museum 
and submit to the President and Congress a 
report containing recommendations on a plan 
of action for the establishment and mainte-
nance of a National Women’s History Museum 
in Washington, D.C. 

The Commission delivered its report to Con-
gress in November 2016 which contains the 
following recommendations: 

1. America deserves a physical national mu-
seum dedicated to integrating women’s dis-
tinctive contributions into our culture and his-
tory. 

2. The Museum should be built on a highly 
prominent location close to other museums on 
or very close to the National Mall. 

3. The Museum should be composed of a 
strong permanent collection with supplemental 
exhibits or objects on loan from other muse-
ums and archives, including components of 
the Smithsonian. 

I agree and that is why I strongly support 
and am an original co-sponsor of H.R. 19, the 
‘‘Women’s History Museum Act,’’ which estab-
lishes a comprehensive women’s history mu-
seum within the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, DC to provide for the collection, 
study, and establishment of programs related 
to women’s contributions that have influenced 
the direction of the United States. 

A National Women’s History Museum is 
needed to ensure that when the story of our 
nation is told that the role of women is rep-
resented in the narrative of our nation. 

But there is much that remains to be done 
to ensure that women receive the same op-
portunities as their male counterparts and are 
equally represented in the public, civic, and 
economic life of the nation. 

Women represent more than 50 percent of 
the population and cast more than 50 percent 

of the votes in the last several national elec-
tions but no woman has yet been elected to 
serve as President or Vice-President of the 
United States, although Hillary Clinton made 
history by becoming the first woman to win the 
nomination of a major political party and won 
65,853,516 votes, nearly 3 million more than 
her opponent, the current President. 

Today, on average women still make only 
77 cents for every dollar made by men and 
this gap is wider for African American and His-
panic women. 

Nearly two-thirds of minimum-wage workers 
are women. 

The poverty rate—14.5 percent for 
women—remains the highest in two decades. 

Family and medical leave protections fail to 
cover nearly half of full-time employees. 

Women-owned businesses continue to lag 
behind men-owned businesses. The average 
revenue of women-owned businesses is only 
27 percent of the average revenue of men- 
owned businesses. 

Mr. Speaker, Democrats know that when 
women succeed, America succeeds. 

That is why in July 2013, House Democrats 
unveiled ‘‘When Women Succeed, America 
Succeeds: An Economic Agenda for Women 
and Families.’’ 

This agenda addresses the need to ensure 
that women get equal pay for equal work. 

It helps ensure work and family balance by 
allowing working parents to support their fami-
lies and care for their children. 

And it recognizes that expanding edu-
cational opportunities, increased job training, 
and investments in women entrepreneurs are 
essential for women’s success in our econ-
omy. 

American women have made great strides 
over the last 100 years—but the fight for equal 
opportunity and to provide women with the 
economic security and opportunities they de-
serve and their families need is far from over. 

We cannot rest until all of America’s moth-
ers, wives, and daughters truly have the same 
opportunities as America’s fathers, husbands, 
and sons. 

f 

STATE OF MINNESOTA RESPONDS 
TO PRESIDENT’S FISCAL YEAR 
2019 BUDGET PROPOSAL 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I recently 
held a hearing in St. Paul, Minnesota’s capital 
city, to receive feedback on President Trump’s 
fiscal year 2019 budget proposal. I am deeply 
appreciative for the input from the State of 
Minnesota, the University of Minnesota, 
Ramsey County, Washington County, the City 
of Saint Paul, and vital nonprofits like Lutheran 
Social Services, Clean Water Action, the Alz-
heimer’s Association, Habitat for Humanity, 
Community Action Agencies, the Sierra Club, 
and the Minnesota Council on Nonprofits. 

The testimony I heard was clear and unam-
biguous, the President’s budget will harm 
every aspect of our community—students, 
seniors, low-income families, housing, the en-
vironment, refugees, and the list goes on and 
on. If a White House intentionally wanted to 
write a budget that shredded vital services to 

communities and essential services to school 
districts, local governments and state agencies 
this is that destructive, dangerous document. 

As this Republican Congress limps along 
trying to finish work on the fiscal year 2018 
federal budget (nearly six months past the 
start of the fiscal year), we are now starting 
appropriations work for 2019. I expect there to 
be largely bipartisan agreement that President 
Trump’s budget will be largely rejected in favor 
of some bipartisan common sense, if such a 
thing exists anymore. 

I include in the RECORD the following testi-
mony from Eric Hallstrom, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Minnesota Management and Budget 
and it clearly articulates what is at risk in our 
state if Mr. Trump’s backwards agenda is ad-
vanced: 

Good Morning. For the record, my name is 
Eric Hallstrom and I am Deputy Commis-
sioner at Minnesota Management and Budg-
et, the state’s budget agency. On behalf of 
Governor Dayton and the State of Min-
nesota, thank you for the opportunity to 
provide comments on the president’s budget 
proposal. 

Federal budget decisions have a direct im-
pact on the services Minnesotans receive. In 
considering the budget proposal, we appre-
ciate your attention to the profound effects 
federal budget and fiscal policy decisions 
have on the State of Minnesota. The presi-
dent’s budget contains deep cuts in programs 
that have a disproportionate impact on the 
most vulnerable Minnesotans, including chil-
dren, the elderly, and those living in pov-
erty. 

As you are aware, at the state government 
level we adopt balanced budgets on a two- 
year cycle. We make budget decisions based 
on revenue projections that look out two and 
four years into the future. Governor Dayton 
has spent the last seven years working hard 
to right out state’s fiscal ship by ensuring 
Minnesota’s budget is balanced. Under Gov 
Dayton’s leadership, we corrected the 6 bil-
lion dollar deficit left by the previous admin-
istration. We restored the state’ s credit rat-
ings to be some of the highest in the nation. 
And nine out of the last ten budget forecasts 
showed positive balances, compared to the 
decade of deficits before Governor Dayton 
took office. While we always face risk that 
our revenue projections will fluctuate, we 
are seeing more uncertainty and risk at 
what we can expect in federal funding levels 
than at any other point in recent history. 

The President’s Fiscal Year 2019 budget 
cuts domestic programs by a total of $3.6 
trillion. In the absence of substantial new 
spending by the State, the consequences of 
these cuts would be an increase in hunger, 
poverty and inequality in Minnesota. The 
President’s budget cuts would undermine the 
well-being of children and families, lead to 
increases to Minnesota’s uninsured rate and 
homeless population. These cuts will result 
in our land and waterways being less clean, 
our economic progress will be slowed, and 
education opportunities will be denied to 
many Minnesotans. In order to avoid these 
outcomes, the cuts would shift costs to the 
state. Yet even if the State of Minnesota at-
tempts to bear as much of the burden as it 
can, we will simply not be able to make up 
for the cuts outlined in the president’s dra-
conian proposal. 

With the limited time I have, I’d like to 
discuss a few major areas of the state budget 
that will experience the most severe im-
pacts. First I will start with health and 
human services. 

Health and Human Services: Over the next 
decade, the president’s budget calls for cut-
ting more than $800 billion from Medicaid— 
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the federal health program for lower income 
and persons with disabilities—as well as $192 
billion from nutritional assistance and $272 
billion over all from anti-poverty programs. 
These cuts create an enormous shortfall in 
Minnesota’s state budget, taking away bil-
lions of dollars per year in federal Medicaid 
matching funds. 

The budget would rescind the ACA’s Med-
icaid expansion and replace it with a plan 
similar to the Graham-Cassidy bill that 
failed in the Senate last year. These changes 
would create Medicaid block grants to states 
and a per person spending cap-in effect cut-
ting spending and taking billions of dollars 
per year away from Minnesota in federal 
Medicaid matching funds. To make up for 
these losses, the state would be faced with 
making difficult decisions to reduce health 
care eligibility or benefits to make up for 
the shortfall. These options make coverage 
uncertain for over 1 million Minnesotans 
currently under Medical Assistance (MA), 
Minnesota’s Medicaid program, and the 
100,000 Minnesotans who purchased low-cost 
coverage through MinnesotaCare. 

Medicaid cuts of this level will also have a 
significant impact on Minnesota schools. 
School districts and charter schools rely 
heavily on Medicaid reimbursements to pro-
vide federally mandated services to students 
with disabilities. An estimated $46 million of 
federal reimbursements is paid to Minnesota 
for these services annually. Any reduction 
will be absorbed by a reallocation of school 
district general education revenue or 
through increased burden on the state budg-
et or local tax payers. 

The President’s budget cuts to the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program, or 
SNAP, by 30 percent, or $213 billion over ten 
years. SNAP is the most effective anti-hun-
ger program in our country and provides 
food to more than 645,000 low-income Min-
nesota children, seniors, people with disabil-
ities, and working families. Minnesota would 
lose $150 million per year and over a billion 
dollars over 10 years, causing low-income 
Minnesotans to lose or reduce their nutrition 
benefits. 

The President’s budget cuts Temporary As-
sistance to Needy Families (TANF) by 10 per-
cent, resulting in a loss of $25 million per 
year for some of the lowest income Min-
nesota families. In 2017, an average of 95,000 
people—more than 70 percent of them chil-
dren—in 34,000 families are receiving assist-
ance from the Minnesota Family Investment 
Program, our state’s TANF program. 

The following programs in the area of 
health and human services are completely 
eliminated by President Trump’s budget. To 
continue any of the services they provide, 
the state will have to backfill all of the fund-
ing. 

Social Services Block Grants (SSBG), a 
program that funds child and adult protec-
tive services in Minnesota, is eliminated. 
Minnesota receives $31 million from this pro-
gram annually, 95 percent of which is pro-
vided to counties and tribes for direct serv-
ices for vulnerable children and adults. 

Community Services Block Grants (CSBG) 
is eliminated. The program funds commu-
nity action programs that serve every coun-
ty in Minnesota by providing locally-defined 
solutions to address poverty. In 2015, more 
than 514,000 Minnesotans were served by 
these funds. Low-Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program (LIHEAP) is eliminated. In 
federal FY 2017, Minnesota received $114 mil-
lion in federal funds from LIHEAP and 
served nearly 320,000 Minnesotans. 

The impact of these cuts on the most vul-
nerable Minnesotans cannot be emphasized 
enough. However, for the sake of time, I will 
now briefly touch on the budget proposal’s 
impact on the state in several critical areas, 

including education, infrastructure, housing, 
the environment, and agriculture. 

Education: All children in Minnesota de-
pend on access to a great education for good 
jobs and a bright future. Governor Dayton 
has prioritized investments in education 
every year he has served as governor, includ-
ing paying back our schools, increased in-
vestments in the K12 funding formula, fund-
ing all-day kindergarten across the state, 
funding pre-K programs for our youngest 
learners, and investing in our institutions of 
higher education. 

Once again, the president’s budget threat-
ens to undo much of this progress. The pro-
posal includes an $8 billion or 12 percent cut 
from FY18 continuing resolution to the U.S. 
Department of Education. These cuts in-
clude: 

The elimination of 29 programs with an an-
nual reduction of $5.9 billion (from FFY 17) 

The cancellation of $1.6 billion of unobli-
gated balances in the Pell Grant program. 

A few of the programs that the president’s 
budget completely eliminates include: 

Supporting Effective Instruction State 
Grants: Which provided Minnesota $31.5 mil-
lion that went to Minnesota schools. 

21st Century Community Learning Cen-
ters: Minnesota currently receives about 
$12.2 million that programs programming at 
108 community and school-based centers. In 
the 2015–16 school year the programs service 
23,517 students attending 384 different 
schools, including public, private, charter, 
and BIE schools. 

Federal Supplemental Educational Oppor-
tunity Grant (FSEOG) Program, a campus- 
based federal grant for undergraduates with 
exceptional financial need. In Minnesota in 
2014 through 2015, approximately 27,000 post-
secondary students received approximately 
$19 million of these funds: 

Department of Education GEAR UP Pro-
gram, which provides funding for services at 
high-poverty middle and high schools to help 
students succeed and prepare for college. In 
Minnesota, over 61 ,000 students would lose 
valuable support for postsecondary prepara-
tion and access, 158 schools and over 40 high-
er education partners would be impacted, 
and about 20 full time employees would be 
out of a job. 

Again, this list is not exhaustive, but in-
stead only illustrates some of the crucial so-
cial and economic programs that the presi-
dent’s budget eliminates. 

Infrastructure/Transit: Turning to Infra-
structure and Transportation. Throughout 
his time as governor, Mark Dayton has pro-
posed honest, straightforward policies to fix 
Minnesota’s aging and under-funded trans-
portation systems. The economic success of 
the state hinges on long-term vision and 
planning of our infrastructure. The governor 
welcomes a discussion on increased invest-
ments in infrastructure and the state stands 
ready to use increased funding on worthy 
projects. 

However, the president’s budget is short- 
sighted and would significantly underfund 
critical projects. The budget flips the tradi-
tional source of federal funding for capital 
construction from a 20 percent state match 
to an 80 percent state match. Under this sce-
nario, Minnesota would have trouble finding 
competitive projects. 

Critical to several ongoing transit projects 
across the metro area, the President’s budg-
et proposes to fund only those projects with-
in the Federal Transit Administration’s Cap-
ital Investment Grant Program (CIG) that 
already have existing full funding grant 
agreements. This policy would prohibit the 
extension of the Green Line (Southwest 
LRT), the Blue Line (Bottineau LRT) and 
Orange Line (Bus Rapid Transit). The CIG 
program supports and generates regional 

economic growth, connects workers to em-
ployers, relieves congestion, and improves 
urban air quality. The President’s FY2019 
budget proposal would essentially stop any 
of these projects from moving forward by 
eliminating funding for projects that are in 
the Capital Investment Grant pipeline but 
have not yet secured federal funding agree-
ments. 

Housing: More than 554,000 Minnesota 
households struggle to afford quality hous-
ing, a 58 percent increase since 2000. Under 
Governor Dayton’s leadership, public and 
private investments totaling more than $5 
billion has helped nearly 325,000 low-and 
moderate-income households. He established 
a task force on housing and has worked to 
find consensus on policies to help alleviate 
Minnesota’s housing challenges. Significant 
work has yet to be done and the cuts to af-
fordable housing that are outlined in the 
president’s budget would take us backward. 
They would significantly impact the sta-
bility of the most vulnerable households in 
Minnesota and would increase the state’s 
homeless population. 

The President’s budget includes an 11 per-
cent decrease in Section 8 program funding. 
Minnesota Housing manages Section 8 
project-based rental assistance on behalf of 
the federal government. In FY 2016, this 
funding assisted nearly 32,000 households 
with median incomes of $12,000, 48 percent 
who are seniors, and 22 percent are families 
with children. Housing choice vouchers as-
sist another 31,000 households. In addition to 
cuts, the budget proposal would significantly 
strain low-income households by increasing 
the share of income paid towards rent and 
eliminating utility reimbursements. 

The president’s budget completely elimi-
nates the several programs that provide 
funding for affordable housing services, pri-
marily within the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD). A few exam-
ples include: 

The HUD HOME Investment Partnership, 
the Low-Income Weatherization Assistance 
Program at the Department of Energy, and 
as mentioned earlier, the Community 
Develop1nent Block Grant. These programs 
have collectively provided roughly $68 mil-
lion to Minnesota for affordable rental hous-
ing, home rehabilitation, and energy effi-
ciency improvements for low-income family 
homes. 

In addition, the Interagency Council on 
Homelessness would be eliminated, which 
would jeopardize Minnesota’s recent suc-
cesses in effectively ending veteran’s home-
lessness as well as our 17 percent drops in 
family homelessness between 2014 and 2015. 

Environment: In the area of environmental 
policy, Governor Dayton has been consistent 
and outspoken in advocating for climate 
change prevention, the importance of clean 
water, and the adverse impacts President 
Trump’s presidency has been on recent 
progress. The budget’s attempt to gut the 
EPA and funding to states is another step in 
the wrong direction. 

Even as the Trump Administration con-
tinues to roll back a decade of hard-fought 
progress, Governor Dayton has made it clear 
that Minnesota will not flinch. We will show 
the nation what can be achieved by working 
together to solve the challenges facing our 
people, our economy, and our environment. 
We will share best practices with other 
states, and work with them to mitigate the 
damaging impacts of the President’s dan-
gerous and divisive policies. 

As the ranking member of the Interior-En-
vironment Appropriations Subcommittee, we 
sincerely appreciate your efforts to relay 
Governor Dayton’s concerns over the presi-
dent’s enormous cuts to the EPA and pro-
grams it supports. 
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The Environmental Protection Agency is 

cut by 23 percent in the President’s budget, 
which equates to a severe 54 percent cut to 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA). The impact to the state would be a 
loss $11.1 million in the 2019 federal fiscal 
year. These grants provide continuing envi-
ronmental program funding for all areas of 
work at the MPCA. Programs proposed for 
elimination at EPA include the Nonpoint 
Source Implementation Program which tar-
gets local watershed studies and implemen-
tation projects to reduce or eliminate 
sources of water quality pollution from dif-
fuse sources; Pollution Prevention Program 
which targets source reductions; and Under-
ground Storage Tank (UST) Program that 
targets permitting and compliance activities 
for regulated USTs. 

Included in the cuts to the EPA, the Presi-
dent’s budget reduces the Brownfield pro-
grams by 33 percent, limiting redevelopment 
and restoration of land to commercial uses. 

The president’s budget also cuts the EPA’s 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative by 90 per-
cent. The program supports restoring and 
protecting watersheds in eight states sur-
rounding the Great Lakes that provide 
drinking water for over 40 million Americans 
and drives a $62 billion annual economy of 
fishing, boating and recreational activities. 
The Minnesota Department of National Re-
sources and the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency receive Restoration Initiative fund-
ing for the following activities: 

Annual grants for prevention and manage-
ment of Aquatic Invasive Species in the 
Great Lakes Basin ($800,000), 

Habitat restoration and remedial action 
plan implementation activities in the St. 
Louis River Area of Concern Project ($4.5 
million grant), and 

Lake management activities to protect 
water quality in Lake Superior Basin 
through efforts to reduce impairments and 
toxic chemicals ($896,000). 

In addition, the Coastal Zone Management 
program through National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration is cut by 20 per-
cent. The program funds $972,000 annually for 
protecting streams and rivers in the Great 
Lakes area. 

Agriculture: Agriculture is a cornerstone 
of Minnesota’s economy, providing more 
than 400,000 jobs and $121 billion in economic 
activity. The President’s FY2019 budget pro-
poses a 16 percent reduction in USDA discre-
tionary spending and showcases a lack of un-
derstanding about what is important to rural 
America and the agriculture economy. The 
budget seeks to weaken the safety net of 
crop insurance during a time of low com-
modity prices putting our rural economies at 
risk. Crop insurance provides farmers with 
the security they need to increase yields, im-
prove efficiencies, and stay competitive in 
world markets. The President’s budget calls 
for steep cuts to premium subsidies and ex-
cludes producers with an Adjusted Gross In-
come of more than $500,000. 

These budget and policy changes will harm 
Minnesota’s agricultural economy. We are 
hopeful that the next Farm Bill will focus on 
fostering a robust farm and rural economy, 
maintaining a strong nutrition title, and 
prioritizing conservation and water quality 
programs. 

On behalf of Governor Dayton, the execu-
tive branch of the State of Minnesota, and 
the millions of Minnesotans served by the 
state, please voice your opposition to these 
cuts in the President’s budget, as well as any 
other draconian cuts to programs that Min-
nesotans rely on. Moving forward, we are 
available to work with you and others to en-
sure that the 2019 federal budget is a fair ap-
proach for the services upon which Minneso-
tans depend. Thank you for the opportunity 
to provide these remarks. 

FINDLAY NAMED TOP 
MICROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Findlay, Ohio for being named the 2018 Top 
Micropolitan Community in the United States. 
Awarded by Site Selection magazine, Findlay 
has now received this recognition as the top 
city for business for four straight years. 

To qualify, a micropolitan city must have a 
population ranging from 10,000 to 50,000. Site 
Selection judged 575 of these cities on busi-
ness growth and sustainable success. In total-
ity, Findlay listed 21 projects that met Site Se-
lection’s criteria leading to its fourth straight 
first-place finish. 

It is a team effort top to bottom that has led 
the way to Findlay’s consistent success. I 
commend Mayor Lydia Mihalik, the Findlay- 
Hancock County Economic Development of-
fice, the Hancock County Commissioners, and 
the entire community for everything they’ve 
done to top the charts once again. 

Mr. Speaker, the ‘Findlay Formula’ has an 
established track record that meant to cultivate 
growth and prosperity for the community. With 
their business-friendly environment, I have no 
doubt that Findlay will be at the top again next 
year. 

Congratulations once again to Findlay for 
being named the country’s No. 1 Micropolitan 
Community. 

f 

CENTENNIAL OF UPPER 
ARLINGTON, OHIO 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Congres-
sional District to recognize the centennial of 
Upper Arlington, Ohio. Since King and Ben 
Thompson formed the Upper Arlington Com-
pany and purchased the original 840 acres, 
Upper Arlington has been a hub of activity in 
Central Ohio, reminding us of much of our na-
tion’s history and entrepreneurial spirit. 

In 1913, the Thompson brothers saw the 
value of the Country Club District—as it was 
originally named—and believed it to be the 
ideal location for a residential community. The 
brothers were not alone in their assessment, 
and their efforts were temporarily halted in 
1916 when the National Guard employed the 
area as a training camp, Camp Willis. Despite 
this, they persisted, and the village was incor-
porated in March of 1918. 

Following its incorporation and based on its 
strategic location east of Columbus, the area 
grew rapidly in its earliest years. In the 1920s, 
Upper Arlington reaffirmed its commitment to 
the entrepreneurial spirit, and the Mallway 
business district was developed. Professional 
office spaces and retail businesses sprung up 
along Upper Arlington Avenue. 

Today, Upper Arlington remains a wonderful 
place to work, live, and raise a family. I am 
grateful for the leadership of Mayor Kip 
Greenhill, the Members of the City Council, 

and all of the neighbors and friends who have 
maintained Upper Arlington’s strong commit-
ment to community. 

I am honored to represent this city, where 
the core values of our nation are exemplified. 
This is a place with a Cherished Past and a 
Golden Future, and I ask my colleagues to 
join me in commemorating the centennial of 
Upper Arlington, Ohio. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SPRING GARDEN 
WINNING AHSAA CLASS 1A HIGH 
SCHOOL BASKETBALL TITLE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Spring Garden High School Varsity Girls 
for winning the Alabama High School Athletic 
Association (AHSAA) Class 1A basketball 
state title. 

The Panthers beat the Phillips Bears 52–38 
on March 1, 2018 at the Legacy Arena at the 
BJCC in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the students and faculty of Spring Gar-
den High School, the coaches, the players 
and all the Panthers fans on this exciting 
achievement! Go Panthers. 

f 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE SINKING 
OF THE USS ‘‘HOUSTON’’ 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to bring your attention to a memo-
rial ceremony for the men who served aboard 
the USS Houston (CA–30) held this month in 
Sam Houston Park in my hometown of Hous-
ton. Descendants of the sailors and Marines of 
the ‘‘Flagship’’ of the U.S. Asiatic Fleet that 
was sunk by Imperial Japanese Naval forces 
on March 1, 1942 which honored their bravery 
and determination. 

Seventy-six years ago, the American heavy 
cruiser USS Houston (CA–30) and Australian 
light cruiser HMAS Perth, outnumbered and 
outgunned by an Imperial Japanese Navy Bat-
tle Fleet, fought to the last in the Sunda Strait 
between Sumatra and Java. Both went down 
with their captains aboard and their guns still 
firing. Nearly 1,000 Allied servicemen per-
ished. It marked the end of the U.S. Asiatic 
Fleet and the naval forces of the American- 
British-Dutch-Australian (ABDA) Command. 

As the crews abandoned the sinking ships, 
Japanese sailors machine-gunned the decks 
and the men in the oil-soaked sea. Only 368 
sailors and Marines, including four Chinese 
stewards and mess attendants from the Hous-
ton, made it to shore where they were taken 
as POWs of Japan. Some were held in a 
POW camp on Java, eight officers were sent 
to Japan to corporate POW camps, and others 
to the infamous Changi Prison in Singapore. 
Most, 220 of the survivors were shipped to 
Burma to be slave laborers constructing the 
Thai-Burma Death Railway. 
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For the next three and one-half years, the 

surviving men of the Houston and Perth suf-
fered together through humiliation, degrada-
tion, physical and mental torture, starvation 
and horrible tropical diseases. Only 291 men 
from the Houston’s complement of 1008, and 
214 of the Perth’s complement of 681, re-
turned home after the War. This shared his-
tory speaks to the American spirit and grit as 
well as to our enduring alliance with Australia. 

Back in Houston, Texas, news of the de-
struction of the warship hit the city hard. The 
result was a mass recruiting drive for volun-
teers to replace the lost crew. On Memorial 
Day 1942, a crowd of nearly 200,000 wit-
nessed 1,000 ‘‘Houston Volunteers’’ inducted 
into the Navy. An accompanying bond drive 
raised over $85 million, enough to pay for a 
new cruiser and an aircraft carrier, the USS 
San Jacinto. 

According to a 1949 Houston Chronicle arti-
cle commemorating the event, word of the 
ship’s fate ‘‘aroused a fever pitch of patriot-
ism’’ in the city. ‘‘Her loss made the war 
something more of a personal conflict to more 
than half a million people,’’ the article reads. 
‘‘Official news of her destruction . . . slapped 
the city squarely between the eyes, and set off 
a series of events that stands unequaled in 
the nation.’’ 

So this week, we pause to remember the 
brave men of the USS Houston (CA–30) who 
inspired their country and who gave so much 
to fight tyranny in the Pacific. They who ‘‘Still 
Stand Watch Over Sunda Strait’’ represent our 
enduring commmitment to liberty. And I thank 
the American Defenders of Bataan and Cor-
regidor Memorial Society and the USS Hous-
ton CA–30 Survivors’ Association and Next 
Generations for ensuring that the sacrifice and 
lessons of this greatest generation is remem-
bered and honored. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ROTARY CLUB 
OF LANCASTER, OHIO 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Congres-
sional District to celebrate the 100th Anniver-
sary of the Rotary Club of Lancaster, Ohio. 

From its founding in 1918 in the parlor of 
the New Martens Hotel, countless members of 
our Lancaster community have been called by 
the Club’s motto ‘‘Service above Self,’’ to 
spread goodwill to their neighbors. The impact 
of this organization throughout the 15th District 
is immeasurable; like a pebble dropped in a 
pond, the ripples are far-reaching. 

Over the past century, the Lancaster Rotary 
Club has been involved in numerous initiatives 
and projects benefitting not only their commu-
nity, but the furthest corners of the globe. 
From supporting local students with a scholar-
ship fund that honors the late Dr. Jacob Sims, 
to fundraising for PolioPlus and supporting the 
development of Operation Smile, the Lan-
caster Rotary Club has made the Fairfield 

County community and the world a better 
place. 

Today, the Lancaster Rotary Club works to 
foster cultural understanding and bring people 
together. Each year, the Rotary hosts and 
helps to subsidize foreign exchange students 
who attend Lancaster area high schools, and 
promotes Group Study Exchanges between 
international Rotary Districts. I am extremely 
grateful to all those involved for their contin-
ued efforts. 

Again, I wish to congratulate President 
David Uhl and the entire Lancaster Rotary 
Club upon this historic milestone, and convey 
my most sincere appreciation for their ability to 
place ‘‘Service above Self.’’ 

f 

AMERICAN HELLENIC INSTITUTE 
LETTER TO PRESIDENT TRUMP 
REGARDING TURKEY’S CONTIN-
UED AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS IN 
THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD a letter from the American Hellenic 
Institute regarding Turkey’s continued dan-
gerous actions in the eastern Mediterranean 
and broader region that threaten regional se-
curity and U.S. interests. As one of the co- 
chairs of the Congressional Hellenic Caucus, I 
have advocated for the rights of Greece and 
Cyprus against the intimidating actions of Tur-
key. Since Turkey’s Presidential referendum 
vote, Erdogan’s government continues to ig-
nore and violate long-standing international 
law and treaties—a threat to regional security 
and an impediment to regional interests, sta-
bility, and prosperity. 

As we have done times before, we must 
continue to condemn these acts of aggression 
and renew our call for President Erdogan’s 
government to demonstrate to the international 
community that it is committed to all inter-
national laws and agreements. Additionally, 
the United States and our strategic regional al-
lies must be better prepared to respond quick-
ly and forcefully to transgression of inter-
national law from any nation including NATO 
ally Turkey through targeted sanctions and for-
eign aid restrictions. 
President DONALD J. TRUMP, 
President of the United States, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: On behalf of the na-
tionwide membership of the American Hel-
lenic Institute (AHI), I write to urge the U.S. 
government to condemn strongly the acts of 
Turkish provocation and aggression in the 
eastern Mediterranean and broader region 
that have dire implications to U.S. security 
interests. 

During this month alone, Turkey’s antago-
nistic behavior—or ‘‘gunboat diplomacy’’—in 
the Aegean Sea against NATO partner 
Greece, and bellicose threats to EU member 
Republic of Cyprus’ sovereign right to ex-
plore for natural gas with its exclusive eco-
nomic zone (EEZ), were taken to new dan-
gerous heights. In fact, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan threatened Greece, 

Cyprus, and international oil and gas compa-
nies, warning them not to ‘‘step out of line.’’ 
Furthermore, Turkey’s acts of provocation 
have also been directed at the United States. 
With regard to the Aegean Sea, a Turkish 
coastguard vessel collided with a stationary 
Greek coastguard vessel near the Greek is-
land of Imia, on February 12, 2018. Video 
footage of the incident has since been re-
leased and shows damage to the Greek ves-
sel’s stern. In addition, Turkey continues to 
violate Greece’s airspace. According to press 
reports, 33 Turkish aircraft have violated 
Greece’s airspace during the first twelve 
days of February 2018. Combined with what 
transpired on the seas, these are very serious 
incidents that risk placing lives in harm’s 
way and violate international law. 

With regard to Cyprus and implications to 
the potential for energy security, Turkish 
warships harassed the surveying vessel of 
Italian oil company Eni and threatened on 
February 23, 2018 to sink it in the exclusive 
economic zone of Cyprus. According to press 
reports, Eni’s ship was forced to make ma-
neuvers to avoid a collision after the Italian 
captain’s request to the Turkish vessel to 
change course went unanswered. 

The Republic of Cyprus has the sovereign 
right under international law to explore and 
exploit its natural resources within its ex-
clusive economic zone. The United States 
has stated repeatedly it supports Cyprus’ 
sovereign right to explore energy in its off-
shore areas, most recently by a State De-
partment Spokesperson earlier this month. 
‘‘The United States recognizes the right of 
the Republic of Cyprus to develop its re-
sources in its Exclusive Economic Zone,’’ the 
spokesperson said, adding, ‘‘the island’s oil 
and gas resources, like all of its resources, 
should be equitably shared between both 
communities in the context of an overall set-
tlement. Furthermore, Turkish aggression in 
Cyprus’ EEZ presents an endangerment to 
U.S. companies, such as ExxonMobil and 
Noble Energy, who have been, or will be, 
working to explore for hydrocarbons in the 
eastern Mediterranean. 

Moreover, Turkey continues to dem-
onstrate it is not a true and dependable U.S. 
and NATO ally. President Erdogan threat-
ened United States military forces with an 
‘‘Ottoman slap’’ if they continued to partner 
with Syrian Kurds. Turkey’s military cam-
paign against the Kurds in Syria places U.S. 
troops in Manbij at risk of peril at the hands 
of a NATO partner. Further, Turkey’s $2.5 
billion purchase of four divisions of S–400 
surface-to-air missiles from Russia has 
raised concern among NATO partners and 
potentially subjects Turkey to U.S. sanc-
tions based upon the recently-enacted Coun-
tering America’s Adversaries Through Sanc-
tions Act (CAATSA), according to a U.S. ad-
ministration official. 

Mr. President, Turkey is a significant force 
of instability and a failed U.S. ally. Histori-
cally, this has been the case; however, Tur-
key demonstrated this yet again in the short 
span of three weeks this month. Turkey’s ag-
gressive and provocative actions directed at 
the United States and U.S. allies, Greece and 
Cyprus, are overt, egregious and dangerous. I 
urge the administration to act to uphold the 
rule of law and to call on Turkey, the 
provocateur of these tensions, to cease and 
desist with its aggressive actions that are a 
threat to peace and stability and are not in 
the best interests of the United States. 

Sincerely, 
NICK LARIGAKIS, 

President. 
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