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HONORING THE MEMORY OF KAHU 

MELVIN KAUILA CLARK 

HON. COLLEEN HANABUSA 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor an extraordinary man, Melvin Kauila 
Clark, who passed away on Sunday, Decem-
ber 24, 2017. A talented artist, Native Hawai-
ian traditional healer, celebrated leader of the 
community health center movement, and a 
personal friend of mine, Kauila will be deeply 
missed by the many people whose lives he 
has touched. 

Kauila grew up in Wahiawa on the island of 
Oahu and graduated from Leilehua High 
School in 1963. Kauila went on to earn a 
bachelor’s degree in drawing and painting 
from Graceland University and a master’s de-
gree in clay and sculpture from the University 
of Puget Sound. He became an internationally 
acclaimed artist and potter, with his works ex-
hibited in 53 countries and museums, includ-
ing in the Smithsonian here in Washington. I 
always admired Kauila’s pottery because they 
reflected who he was so well. His pieces were 
big but also delicate, reflecting both the 
strength of his character and the gentle kind-
ness of his heart. Kauila’s willingness to share 
and donate his pieces to raise money for the 
communities around him demonstrated his 
wonderful generosity of spirit. 

In Hawaii, Kauila will be fondly remembered 
as a Native Hawaiian traditional healer who 
shared his wisdom with all who sought it. He 
rightfully believed that the diverse communities 
of the United States could learn much from 
traditional indigenous knowledge of balance 
and harmony. Unsurprisingly, even though 
Kauila was a kahuna, a ‘‘keeper of secrets,’’ 
one of the select few certified to hold that title, 
he preferred to be called kahu, or ‘‘priest.’’ 

A passionate advocate of the community 
health center movement, Kauila has dedicated 
much of his life towards ensuring that Ameri-
cans of all backgrounds across the country re-
ceive culturally competent, patient-centered 
health care. Kauila and I got to know each 
other over the course of his work on 
healthcare with the Waianae community, since 
Kauila and I were both part of the hānai family 
of Auntie Agnes ‘‘Aggie’’ Kalaniho’okaha 
Cope, who first founded the Waianae Coast 
Comprehensive Health Care Center. Kauila 
continued Auntie Aggie’s work by serving as 
board director of the Waianae Coast Com-
prehensive Health Center for twenty-seven 
years. 

Kauila dedicated much of the past nineteen 
years to the National Association of Commu-
nity Health Centers (NACHC). Over the course 
of his distinguished service, he served on the 
Consumer/Board Member, Finance, Farm-
worker Health, Membership, Health Center 
Governance, Nominating, and Screening Com-
mittees at various points in time. Between 
2005 and 2008, Kauila was treasurer for 
NACHC. Kauila became chair-elect of NACHC 
in 2009, board chair in 2011, and immediate 
past chair in 2015, the first Native Hawaiian to 
hold those positions in NACHC. 

In everything he did, Kauila thought about 
his sons, whom he loved deeply. We used to 
talk about his sons and how they were grow-
ing up. I especially remember one conversa-

tion in which we chatted about how Tiger 
Woods’s success was influencing Kauila’s 
sons towards golf and away from football. 
Kauila was the grounding for his family, and it 
was always apparent to me that his kids came 
first in his heart and in everything he did. 

Much can be said of the art, wisdom, and 
leadership that Kauila shared with the world. 
He will be fondly remembered and deeply 
missed by the people whom he encouraged, 
counseled, inspired, and healed. With cher-
ished memories of Kauila in our hearts, we will 
continue his life’s work for a better, kinder 
world. 
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90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICAN GOLD STAR MOTHERS 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 
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Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the 90th anni-
versary of the founding of the American Gold 
Star Mothers. American Gold Star Mothers 
dates to 1928 and was founded under the Wil-
son Administration by Grace Darling Seibold. 
In 1917, during WWI, families hung banners 
displaying a blue star for each loved one serv-
ing overseas and a gold star for each of those 
loved ones that made the ultimate sacrifice. 
Today, the American Gold Star Mothers orga-
nization continues to aid and comfort the fami-
lies of men and women who died while serv-
ing their country. 

On March 24th the Southwest Florida Gold 
Star Mothers Chapter will hold an event com-
memorating the 90th anniversary of the Amer-
ican Gold Star Mothers and the 2nd observ-
ance of the National Vietnam War Veterans 
Day. We honor those mothers and families 
who have lost sons and daughters in recent 
conflicts around the world, and thank the 
Southwest Florida chapter for all they do for 
our fallen heroes and our community. 
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RECOGNIZING DIABETES ALERT 
DAY 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 
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Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the American Diabetes Association 
Alert Day. Observed annually on the fourth 
Tuesday in March, this is a day to inform the 
American public about the seriousness of 
Type 2 diabetes, particularly when left 
undiagnosed or untreated. 

I would like to thank the American Diabetes 
Association, as well as numerous other orga-
nizations and researchers, who work to raise 
awareness of this far-reaching disease and 
seek an eventual cure. 

Diabetes affects over 30 million Ameri-
cans—almost 10 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation—and nearly 1 in 4 adults are unaware 
that they have this disease. What’s more, an-
other 84 million Americans have prediabetes, 
a condition in which blood glucose levels are 
higher than normal, but not high enough to be 
diagnosed as diabetes. 9 out of 10 adults with 

prediabetes are unaware of their condition and 
susceptibility to developing diabetes. 

Whether it is a parent, child, sibling, grand-
parent, or neighbor, we all know someone 
who struggles daily with the medical upkeep of 
living with diabetes. That is why I join the 
American Diabetes Association in strongly en-
couraging all Americans to take the time today 
to learn more about Type 2 diabetes, its wide- 
ranging impact upon our nation and its citi-
zens, and the susceptibility to this disease. 
Testing can take only 60 seconds and results 
can make a lifetime of difference. 

I applaud the American Diabetes Associa-
tion, for raising awareness about the poten-
tially life-threatening complications associated 
with diabetes, and their advocacy to promote 
a healthy lifestyle. 
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HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
COLONEL JAMES D. DIGNAN 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 
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Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize and honor the recent retirement 
of Colonel James Dignan from the United 
States Air Force and to congratulate him on 
his new role as President and Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of the Youngstown/Warren Re-
gional Chamber in Ohio. Colonel Dignan con-
cluded his service in the Air Force working in 
the office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for force readiness. 

Colonel Dignan received his commission 
through the Naval Aviation Cadet (NAVCAD) 
program at the Aviation Officer Candidate 
School at NAS Pensacola, Florida, and he re-
ceived his ‘‘Wings of Gold’’ at NAS Corpus 
Christi, Texas. He has served as an officer 
and pilot in the United States Navy, Air Na-
tional Guard, and Air Force Reserve. Colonel 
Dignan was a command pilot with more than 
6,500 hours in trainer, patrol, reconnaissance, 
and airlift aircraft. He has flown more than 100 
hurricane penetration missions in the WC–130 
and has flown combat-support missions 
throughout the Balkans, the Horn of Africa, 
and Southwest Asia. Colonel Dignan was also 
the commander of the 910th Airlift Wing at the 
Youngstown Air Reserve Station in Youngs-
town, Ohio. Under his leadership, he oversaw 
more than 1,300 personnel and was in charge 
of operations which provided support for near-
ly 2,000 Air Force, Navy, and Marine Reserv-
ists. 

Now, Dignan will begin his new role as 
President and CEO of the Youngstown/Warren 
Regional Chamber. He wanted to remain in 
Youngstown, Ohio with his wife and three 
daughters who also desired to stay in the 
Youngstown area. His new role will allow him 
to continue serving the Mahoning Valley re-
gion alongside the people he loves. Dignan’s 
managerial skills along with his past associa-
tion as a Chamber board member dem-
onstrated his ability to hit the ground running. 
He will be an influential voice and leader with-
in the community, and I am enthused to work 
with him in his new role. 
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