March 15, 2018

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO MARK PETERSON

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want
to join with Members of Congress and
congressional staff in celebrating Mark
Peterson’s 30 years of service and re-
tirement from the town of Normal.
Mark has honorably served the people
of Normal, IL, since 1988 and as its city
manager since 1998.

He has served on the governing
boards for a variety of public and com-
munity organizations, including the
MetCom Emergency Communications
Center, the Bloomington-Normal Eco-
nomic Development Council, the Cen-
tral Illinois Regional Broadband Net-
work, the McLean County Regional
Planning Commission Executive Com-
mittee, the Community Development
Corporation, the BN Advantage Lead-
ership Council, and Connect Transit.

Mark was instrumental in the plan-
ning and successful redevelopment of
Uptown Normal, including the Chil-
dren’s Discovery Museum, as well as
Uptown Station and its new rail plat-
form, waiting area, bus bays, and re-
lated development at the Marriott
Hotel and Conference Center and the
Hyatt Place Bloomington-Normal
Hotel.

Under the administration of Mark
Peterson, the Shoppes at College Hills
grew into a thriving modern retail cen-
ter. The Constitution Trail also grew
to nearly 50 miles of recreational trail
through the cities of Normal and
Bloomington, providing the commu-
nity with an outstanding linear park.

Mark oversaw a period of tremendous
growth in the town of Normal, while
maintaining an AAA bond rating and
serving as independent confirmation of
the town’s fiscal health and stability.
He also cultivated fruitful partnerships
with members of the Illinois congres-
sional delegation, but most impor-
tantly, Mark has been a loyal leader
and community servant for the resi-
dents of Normal and will continue to be
an admired citizen of the community.

Mark’s commitment to the town of
Normal can be seen in every corner of
the city, and that work will not be for-
gotten.

———

TRIBUTE TO MARK BOOTH

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor and recognize the out-
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standing service of Mark Booth on his
retirement after 31 years of public serv-
ice at the Congressional Budget Office.
Mark’s expertise as a forecaster and
modeler has made him an invaluable
contributor to CBO’s analysis of the
budget outlook. Since 2003, Mark has
been chief of the revenue estimating
unit of CBO’s tax analysis division,
overseeing its forecasts of tax revenues
and cost estimates of legislative pro-
posals.

Mark came to CBO in 1986 from the
private sector, where he began his ca-
reer as a forecaster and analyst. He
took over responsibility for CBO’s cor-
porate income tax projections and
quickly demonstrated his analytic
skills. As a result, Mark’s portfolio
continuously expanded, as he soon also
became the lead analyst for CBO’s pro-
jections of individual income taxes and
Federal Reserve System’s earnings. In
addition, Mark joined the tax analysis
division’s cost-estimating team, over-
seeing assistant analysts to produce
timely estimates of legislative pro-
posals. Over those years, Mark won the
CBO Director’s Award for Exceptional
Service, the agency’s highest recogni-
tion for work by a CBO staffer, twice.

In recognition of Mark’s abilities and
breadth of experience, he was promoted
to the position of unit chief for revenue
estimating in 2003, and he has overseen
the division’s projections and cost esti-
mates ever since. As head of the rev-
enue estimating unit, Mark has led his
staff in providing high-quality and
timely projections of revenues and
analysis of budget issues. Mark has
made valuable contributions to numer-
ous reports, testimonies, and cost esti-
mates in just about every subject area
covered by CBO, including the econ-
omy, energy, transportation, and
healthcare. He also has served a crucial
role in trying to make CBO’s analysis
more transparent, preparing several
background papers that describe CBO’s
methods of forecasting revenues and
evaluate the agency’s projections
record.

I know my colleagues join me in ex-
tending our thanks and appreciation to
Mark for his service to our Nation. We
wish him well in his retirement from
CBO and hope he will continue in fu-
ture years to lend his expertise to the
analysis of important tax policy issues.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO KELLI LOHR

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the honor of recognizing
Kelli Lohr, the new owner of the Prai-
rie Peddler in Shelby. The Prairie Ped-
dler has been a community business for
over two decades. Families throughout
the years have come to indulge in
scones, cookies and coffee, and shop for
household decor and gifts.

When Kelli saw that the notable com-
munity establishment may close with-
out a new owner, she stepped up with-
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out any ©prior experience as a
businessowner and took a chance.
Working together with the former
owner to make a smooth transition,
Kelli was able to ensure that the com-
munity’s favorite staples would still be
available as she stocked the shelves
with new and exciting items as well.
Her work has paid off. The family busi-
ness is growing as folks have more
money in their paychecks following the
recent tax cuts and the community is
eager to support the new management.

Thank you, Kelli, and the rest of the
Lohr family. Your dedication to main-
taining a community business is appre-
ciated by the people of Toole County
and the surrounding area. It is busi-
nesses like yours that make Montana
the ‘‘Last Best Place.”’®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:58 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 506. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide an additional tool to
prevent certain frauds against veterans, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 1116. An act to require the Federal fi-
nancial institutions regulatory agencies to
take risk profiles and business models of in-
stitutions into account when taking regu-
latory actions, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3249. An act to authorize the Project
Safe Neighborhoods Grant Program, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 3996. An act to amend title 28, United
States Code, to permit other courts to trans-
fer certain cases to United States Tax Court.

H.R. 4909. An act to reauthorize the grant
program for school security in the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 12:34 p.m., a message form the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 1177. An act to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to release on behalf of the
United States the condition that certain
lands conveyed to the City of Old Town,
Maine, be used for a municipal airport, and
for other purposes.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. HATCH).

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 506. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide an additional tool to
prevent certain frauds against veterans, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

H.R. 1116. An act to require the Federal fi-
nancial institutions regulatory agencies to
take risk profiles and business models of in-
stitutions into account when taking regu-
latory actions, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.
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