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In December, I was concerned about
this as well. And Representative WAL-
TER JONES from North Carolina, a Re-
publican, and I, have a bipartisan bill,
H.R. 4669, which has a Senate com-
panion filed, and is bipartisan as well,
by Senator TILLIS and Senator COONS,
which is S. 1741; and it gives the special
counsel due process if he is fired for
causes that are not objective—related
to his job and the performance of his
duties.

But it means he couldn’t be fired for
politics and he couldn’t be fired to
squelch an investigation concerning
the very fundamentals of this country
and allegiance and adherence to the
Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America for which we
have all taken an oath to uphold. Noth-
ing is more sacred.

If the President has done nothing
wrong, as he has said on many occa-
sions, and he has tweeted recently
about Mr. Mueller and said it is a
“witch hunt’’ and said there is no col-
lusion. If there is no collusion, if there
is no obstruction of justice, if there are
no violations, the President should, as
Representative TREY GOWDY has said,
welcome the continuation of the inves-
tigation to clear him.

As Representative TREY GOWDY said:
He is not acting like a man who is in-
nocent. And Representative CHARLIE
DENT has said similar things.

If you have nothing to hide, why stop
an investigation if there is nothing to
find? And if there is something to find
and something for the American people
to know about, and for Congress to
know about and act on, then it is in-
cumbent on us to protect Mr. Mueller
and protect that investigation.

That is why we have these bipartisan
bills. I know there is Democratic sup-
port for these bills, but there hasn’t
been Republican support that I know
of, beyond Senator TILLIS and Rep-
resentative WALTER JONES.

I call on Speaker RYAN to schedule
this bill, have it scheduled in Rep-
resentative GOODLATTE’s committee,
my committee, the Judiciary Com-
mittee, for a hearing, or bring it di-
rectly to the floor for a vote.

I call on Representative GOODLATTE
to schedule the bill for a markup and
have it voted on.

But, more importantly, I call on my
Republican colleagues to stand up for
America and stand up for their oath of
office.

We get along, Republicans and Demo-
crats. Republicans are good people, too.
They have different thoughts on cer-
tain issues and different perspectives
than most Democrats and I do. But we
all believe in an America that should
not be capitulating to Russia, and an
America that shouldn’t be seeing the
Constitution shredded and laws vio-
lated.

So I call on my Republican col-
leagues to look into their soul, look
into their heart, remember their oath.
Sign on to H.R. 4669, as Representative
WALTER JONES has, and stand up for
America.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———
NEVER AGAIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
over 4 weeks have passed since our Na-
tion suffered an unspeakable tragedy in
Parkland, Florida, where we lost 17
souls that we cannot get back.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
the names of these young, brave souls
who will move this country to act to
protect other young students across
this Nation.

Alyssa Alhadeff, Scott Beigel, Martin
Duque Anguiano, Nicholas Dworet, Aaron
Feis, Jaime Guttenberg, Chris Hixon, Luke
Hoyer, Cara Loughran, Gina Montalto, Joa-
quin Oliver, Alaina Petty, Meadow Pollack,
Helena Ramsay, Alex Schachter, Carmen
Schentrup, Peter Wang.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
have met with the brave students of
Parkland. I have also met with the par-
ent of one of those lost souls.

I have met with students and parents
and teachers alike in my own district
in Pennsylvania. I have seen the fear
and the anxiety in their demeanor. I
have seen the tears in their eyes. They
are asking for this Congress to do what
past Congresses have failed to do.

Mr. Speaker, there were countless
missed signals and missed opportuni-
ties that could have prevented this
tragedy from happening. However, this
is not the time for finger-pointing; this
is a time for healing, and, more impor-
tantly, this is a time for action.

We were elected to Congress not to
hide from tough decisions, not to be
afraid to tackle tough problems. Mr.
Speaker, we were elected to lead, and
lead we must.

As a 1l4-year FBI agent, I carried a
weapon on my ankle every day in order
to save lives and keep people safe. And
as a Federal gun crimes prosecutor, I
prosecuted and imprisoned those who
committed violent gun crimes in order
to protect people, in my role as a pros-
ecutor, and keep our communities safe.

Keeping our communities safe and
protecting the Second Amendment are
not mutually exclusive concepts. We
can advance both and preserve both si-
multaneously. All we need to do, Mr.
Speaker, is be willing to do what every
American wants us to do, which is put
away ideology and come together in a
bipartisan fashion.

Of all the responsibilities we have, of
all of the responsibilities we have, we
have no higher responsibility as elected
officials, and as citizens, than to pro-
tect our kids.

After the terror attacks of Sep-
tember 11, we said: Never again. Never
again will we allow terrorists to seize
control of a cockpit and turn a com-
mercial airliner into a guided missile.
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What did we do? We created the De-
partment of Homeland Security; we de-
ployed a Federal Air Marshal Service,
the likes of which this country has
never seen; we fortified our cockpits;
we deployed state-of-the-art screening
equipment across our Nation’s 450-plus
airports across the country. We said:
Never again.

I am calling on my colleagues to
have the same response to school
shootings: Never again.

Mr. Speaker, the bipartisan Problem
Solvers Caucus, of which I am a proud
member, has developed a well-thought-
out list of 10 legislative proposals that
help us achieve this goal, to protect
our kids, to say never again to this
needless violence.

I urge my colleagues in this House,
Democrat and Republican alike, to
show leadership in tackling these
tough issues. Call for a floor vote and
support these bipartisan proposals.
Let’s do it for our kids. They need us
now more than ever.

——————

GUN SAFETY PROVISIONS MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
appreciated the presentation from my
friend from Pennsylvania. I could not
agree more that it is time for us to
come forward with action.

It was my honor this morning to ad-
dress the Council of the Great City
Schools, who are gathered in our Na-
tion’s Capitol—board members, super-
intendents, dealing with the challenges
of education. And they are standing in
solidarity with the young people who
have raised their voices calling upon
Congress to finally act.

One of the things that is deeply trou-
bling is that the Republican leadership
refuses to allow a robust debate and ac-
tion on the floor of the House. There
are dozens of provisions that we can
come together, produce majorities,
enact legislation that will protect chil-
dren’s lives.

Mr. Speaker, the Council of the Great
City Schools had a resolution calling
upon us to take action that I include in
the RECORD.

RESOLUTION
COUNCIL OF THE GREAT CITY SCHOOLS, RELAT-

ING TO SCHOOL SHOOTINGS IN THE UNITED

STATES

WHEREAS, the Bylaws of the Council of
the Great City Schools assign the Board of
Directors all powers and duties necessary to
define the policies and positions of the orga-
nization and state that the Board may con-
duct acts in furtherance of those polices, ex-
cept where the organization is prohibited
from doing so by law or other governing doc-
uments;

WHEREAS, there is a need for the nation’s
major city school systems to express their
positions on school safety matters that af-
fect its students and the children residing in
its cities;

WHEREAS, thousands of our students have
publicly expressed concern for their safety
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and well-being and have indicated that pol-
icymakers should act immediately to pro-
tect them in school and beyond;

WHEREAS, the leaders of the nation’s
major city public school systems respect the
concerns of their students, and support the
growing civic and social participation of
high school students that was inspired by re-
cent events;

WHEREAS, since the school shooting in
Columbine in 1999, there have been numerous
other school shootings, including those in
Red Lake (MN), Lancaster (PA), Blacksburg
(VA), Chardon (OH), Cleveland (OH), Sandy
Hook (CT), Broward County (FL), and many
others that have taken scores of young lives;

WHEREAS, too many of our young people
are shot and killed on the streets of our
major cities almost every day;

WHEREAS, Americans are 25 times more
likely to be killed with a gun than people in
other developed countries;

WHEREAS, Americans make up about 4.4
percent of the world’s population but own
some 42 percent of the world’s guns;

WHEREAS, assault weapons have no place
in society and other types of guns are too
easily obtained;

WHEREAS, teachers are not trained law
enforcement officers, and should not be
asked or incentivized to keep weapons acces-
sible in their classrooms;

WHEREAS, there is no reason based on any
viable research to suggest that adding guns
into a school setting or arming teachers
would prevent these acts of violence;

WHEREAS, schools across the country
need considerable additional resources to
plan for the possibility of such acts of vio-
lence, coordinate with law enforcement, and
secure their buildings from intruders;

WHEREAS, many schools lack the mental
health counselors, psychologists, and social
workers they need to identify and work with
students showing warning signs for depres-
sion and violence;

WHEREAS, the nation’s data collection on
gun violence and gun ownership is inad-
equate to monitor, understand, or prevent
these events from happening; and

WHEREAS, the multiple school shootings
that the nation has witnessed over the years
have complex causes requiring multiple solu-
tions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
that the Council of the Great City Schools,
its member districts, and staff stand with
the students of Broward County Public
Schools and the nation in demanding effec-
tive and comprehensive action from the fed-
eral government to protect schoolchildren;

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Council of the Great City Schools calls
on the Congress of the United States to ban
the sale, purchase, possession, and use of as-
sault weapons and large-capacity ammuni-
tion cartridges, except those needed by the
military and law enforcement;

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Council of the Great City Schools calls
on the Congress of the United States to re-
quire and strengthen universal background
checks to possess any type of firearm;

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Council of the Great City Schools calls
on the President of the United States to
charge all agencies of the federal govern-
ment with the task of reducing the number
of gun-related injuries and deaths in Amer-
ica.

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Council of the Great City Schools is op-
posed to the arming of teachers to protect
schools and children;

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Council of the Great City Schools calls
on the Congress of the United States to ex-
tend the perimeter of Gun-Free School
Zones;
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NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Council of the Great City Schools calls
on the Congress of the United States to ap-
propriate adequate new funds to allow school
districts across the nation to plan and co-
ordinate school security efforts with law en-
forcement officials and make other building
alterations that may be necessary to protect
students, teachers, and staff;

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Council of the Great City Schools calls
on the Congress of the United States to ap-
propriate adequate new funds to increase the
numbers of counselors, mental health staff,
psychologists, and social workers in our
schools;

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Council of the Great City Schools calls
on the Congress of the United States to ap-
propriate adequate new funds for programs
to educate students and their families on the
dangers of firearms; and

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Council of the Great City Schools calls
on the Congress of the United States to re-
quire that states and the federal government
collect whatever data necessary to track,
monitor, understand, and prevent the extent
of gun violence in America.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, we
find that areas that have acted, in the
aftermath of gun violence, to increase
protections for gun safety actually
makes a difference. It is a lie that gun
safety provisions make no difference;
that, somehow, people who are intent
on slaughter will not behave according
to the law, they won’t obey it; it will
have no impact.

The evidence is that where actions
are taken to reduce gun violence, to in-
crease protections, to take guns away
from people who shouldn’t have them,
gun violence is reduced.

In the aftermath of Sandy Hook,
when this Congress was paralyzed, re-
fused to allow a bipartisan legislation
that would have increased universal
background checks, for instance, the
State of Connecticut acted. And over
the years, they have enacted a series of
provisions on gun safety that have re-
sulted in reduced gun violence.

Indeed, the States with the fewest
gun safety protections, some no protec-
tions at all, have the highest rates of
gun violence.
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We don’t have to fall victim to that
type of thinking.

The Council of the Great City
Schools pointed out in their resolution
that Americans are 25 times more like-
ly to be killed with a gun than people
in other developed countries. They re-
ject the proposition that we have to be
the only developed country that cannot
protect our families from gun violence.

They recognize that there is no place
to arm teachers in response. There is
no evidence that having teachers pack-
ing heat would make any difference at
all. What it would do is add another
layer of uncertainty, and more guns in
schools increases the likelihood that
they will be used.

They categorically reject the arming
of teachers, but say move forward, re-
move the ability of people to purchase
high-capacity automatic weapons,
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tighten background checks, and make
it easier to do research on gun vio-
lence—which this Congress has tried to
make illegal.

Mr. Speaker, I am hopeful that we
will not have the Republican leadership
continue to deny us an opportunity to
fully debate the proposals that are cir-
culating on a bipartisan basis that
would make a difference dealing with
background checks, dealing with tak-
ing guns away from people who
shouldn’t have them; making sure that
we are reducing the access to some of
the most destructive military weapons
that have no place circulating in soci-
ety, that children not old enough,
young men not old enough to buy a
beer can buy an AK-47. That is wrong.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that people’s
hearts and minds will be touched by
the eloquence that we have heard from
these young people in Florida who have
endured it, who have put pressure on
the Florida Legislature to act. I hope
we can do the same.

RETURNING LAND TO THE
GOVERNMENT OF GUAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today
I introduce the Guam Land Return Act
of 2018. For decades, the people of
Guam have worked to see their ances-
tral lands returned.

In Congress, I have made returning
land from the Federal Government to
our territorial government of Guam
and Guam families a top priority.
Since 2003, I have secured return of
more than 1,000 acres from the Federal
Government to the people of Guam.

My Guam Land Return Act of 2018
would reduce Federal landownership on
Guam and return those lands to
GovGuam and, ultimately, our peobple.
This important legislation builds upon
the work of my predecessors, former
Congressman Robert A. Underwood, in
particular.

The Guam Land Return Act would
authorize the General Services Admin-
istration to transfer Federal land,
buildings, vehicles, and other heavy
equipment designated as surplus to
GovGuam at no cost to the taxpayers.
This would provide another avenue for
the Federal Government to compensate
GovGuam for expenses that our terri-
torial government is required to bear
in serving migrants under the Compact
of Free Association, known as Compact
Impact. It would also ask Federal agen-
cies to return more Federal land to
GovGuam more quickly.

The Federal Government must fi-
nally live up to its commitment to
Guam and other affected U.S. jurisdic-
tions with Compact migrant residents.
I continue working to secure full Fed-
eral reimbursements for GovGuam'’s
costs in providing local services to
Compact migrants.

Indeed, I have sponsored the Compact
Impact Relief Act, H.R. 4761, this year.
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