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March 19, 2018, he has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bills, which were pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the
House:

S. 188. An act to amend title 31, United
States Code, to prohibit the use of Federal
funds for the costs of painting portraits of
officers and employees of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and for other purposes.

S. 324. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the provision of
adult day health care services for veterans.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 4263. An act to amend the Securities
Act of 1933 with respect to small company
capital formation, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

H.R. 4545. An act to amend the Federal Fi-
nancial Institutions Examination Council
Act of 1978 to improve the examination of de-
pository institutions, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

———

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, March 19, 2018, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bills:

S. 188. An act to amend title 31, United
States Code, to prohibit the use of Federal
funds for the costs of painting portraits of
officers and employees of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and for other purposes.

S. 324. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the provision of
adult day health care services for veterans.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-4599. A communication from the Acting
Congressional Review Coordinator, Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Impor-
tation of Campanula spp. Plants for Planting
in Approved Growing Media From Denmark
into the United States’ (RIN0579-AE31) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
March 16, 2018; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4600. A communication from the Acting
Congressional Review Coordinator, Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Viruses,
Serums, Toxins, and Analogous Products;
Expiration Date Required for Serial and Sub-
serials and Determination of Expiration
Date of Product” (RIN0579-AD06) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on March
16, 2018; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4601. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Aluminum tris (O-ethylphosphonate);
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Pesticide Tolerances’ (40 CFR Part 180) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
March 16, 2018; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4602. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Flutianil; Pesticide Tolerances’ (40
CFR Part 180) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on March 16, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-4603. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘S-Metolachlor; Pesticide Tolerances’
(40 CFR Part 180) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 16, 2018; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-4604. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower
and Reserve Affairs), transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report on the mobilizations of se-
lected reserve units, received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 16, 2018; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-4605. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and
Sustainment), transmitting, pursuant to
law, a notice of additional time required to
complete a report relative to core depot-
level maintenance and repair capability and
sustaining workloads; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-4606. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Approval of Implementation Plans;
State of Iowa; Elements of the Infrastruc-
ture SIP Requirements for the 2010 Sulfur
Dioxide National Ambient Air Quality
Standard (NAAQS); Final Rule” (FRL No.
9975-78-Region 7) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 16, 2018; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC—4607. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Approval of Implementation Plans;
State of Missouri; Elements of the Infra-
structure State Implementation Plan Re-
quirements for the 2008 Ozone, 2010 Nitrogen
Dioxide, 2010 Sulfur Dioxide, and 2012 Fine
Particulate Matter National Ambient Air
Quality Standard (NAAQS)” (FRL No. 9975—
T1-Region 7) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on March 16, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-4608. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Loss Safe Harbor/
RP-119318-17" (Rev. Proc. 2018-08) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on March
16, 2018; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-4609. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Hurricanes Harvey
& Irma Cost Index Sec. 165/RP-128547-17"
(Rev. Proc. 2018-09) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 16, 2018; to the
Committee on Finance.
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EC-4610. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Modified 2018 Cost-
of-Living Adjustments to the Internal Rev-
enue Code Tax Tables and Other Items”
(Rev. Proc. 2018-18) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 16, 2018; to the
Committee on Finance.

EC-4611. A communication from the Chair
of the Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Ac-
cess Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report entitled ‘‘Report to Congress on
Medicaid and CHIP” ; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-4612. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Clarification of When Prod-
ucts Made or Derived From Tobacco Are
Regulated as Drugs, Devices, or Combination
Products; Amendments to Regulations Re-
garding ’Intended Uses’; Partial Delay of Ef-
fective Date” ((RIN0910-AH94) (Docket No.
FDA-2015-N-2002)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 16, 2018; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-4613. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Federal
Activities Related to Stillbirth, Sudden Un-
expected Infant Death, and Sudden Unex-
plained Death in Childhood” ; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions .

EC-4614. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Fiscal
Year 2017 Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program
Parts A and B Supplemental Awards Report
to Congress’ ; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-4615. A communication from the Board
of Trustees, National Railroad Retirement
Investment Trust, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the annual management report relative
to its operations and financial condition for
fiscal year 2017; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-4616. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislative Affairs of the
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting a legislative proposal relative to the
President of the United States’ Fiscal Year
2019 budget request for the Department of
Homeland Security; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-4617. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“‘Consolidated Cruise Ship Security Regula-
tions” ((RIN1625-AB30) (Docket No. USCG-
2006-23846)) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on March 16, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-4618. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Ma-
rine Casualty Reporting Property damage
Thresholds” ((RIN1625-AC33) (Docket No.
USCG-2016-0748)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 16, 2018; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.



March 19, 2018

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-184. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislative Assembly of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico requesting the United
States Congress to extend the unemploy-
ment and the Disaster Unemployment As-
sistance (DUA) benefits for an additional
twenty-six (26) weeks, due to the -cata-
strophic impact of Hurricanes Maria and
Irma on Puerto Rico; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 50
STATEMENT OF MOTIVES

Only two weeks after Hurricane Irma hit
the Island, on September 20th, 2017, Hurri-
cane Maria struck Puerto Rico. The eye of
this Category 4 hurricane made landfall in
the municipality of Yabucoa.

Puerto Rico suffered damages estimated in
at least ninety billion dollars
($90,000,000,000), and a never-before-seen dev-
astation. The power grid as well as the tele-
communications and drinking water systems
were down. One month after landfall, a mere
eighteen percent (18%) of the population had
power service, fifty-nine percent (59%) had
telecommunications service, and seventy-
three percent (73%) had drinking water serv-
ice.

Many businesses have been unable to oper-
ate due to the lack of these services. Con-
sequently, a significant number of employees
have lost their jobs or their work hours have
been reduced considerably.

Through a contribution based on a percent-
age of payroll expenses, employers partici-
pate in a program where job-seeking unem-
ployed persons are able to receive financial
assistance and labor advisory from the Gov-
ernment.

Workers who have been wrongfully dis-
charged may receive the following benefits:

Unemployment compensation equivalent
to a percentage of the salary earned up to
one hundred thirty-three dollars ($133.00) a
week. Such compensation may be extended
for an additional twenty-six (26) weeks, if el-
igible.

Job search assistance through their job
center locations.

Furthermore, the Disaster Unemployment
Assistance (DUA) is available for employed
and self-employed persons who have been de-
termined not otherwise eligible for regular
unemployment insurance benefits. This pro-
gram provides unemployment benefits to in-
dividuals who have become unemployed as a
direct result of a major disaster. Just as the
unemployment benefit, this assistance is
available for twenty-six (26) weeks.

Hurricanes Irma and Maria have had a
major impact on the economy. Countless
Puerto Ricans have lost their jobs, either
temporarily or permanently. The lines at the
regional offices of the Department of Labor
are endless.

Moreover, it has been estimated that more
than sixty thousand (60,0000 Puerto Ricans
have left the Island over the thirty (30) days
following Hurricane Maria, forty thousand
(40,000) of which have relocated to Florida.

If the U.S. Congress approves the unem-
ployment benefit extension it will greatly
contribute to the recovery of the People of
Puerto Rico and prevent many others from
making the difficult decision of moving from
Puerto Rico.

This is not the first time that such a re-
quest is made. The U.S. Congress approved a
similar extension in 2006 after Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita struck Louisiana and
Texas, respectively.
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For all of the foregoing, this Legislative
Assembly of Puerto Rico deems it meri-
torious to request the Congress of the United
States of America to extend the unemploy-
ment and the Disaster Unemployment As-
sistance (DUA) benefits for an additional
twenty-six (26) weeks, due to the cata-
strophic impact of Hurricanes Maria and
Irma on Puerto Rico.

Be it Resolved by the Legislative Assembly of
Puerto Rico:

Section 1—To request the Congress of the
United States of America to extend the un-
employment and the Disaster Unemploy-
ment Assistance (DUA) benefits for an addi-
tional twenty-six (26) weeks, due to the cata-
strophic impact of Hurricanes Maria and
Irma on Puerto Rico.

Section 2.—It is hereby directed that a
copy of this Concurrent Resolution, trans-
lated into English, be delivered to the lead-
ership of the Congress of the United States
of America, including the Resident Commis-
sioner of Puerto Rico in Washington, D.C.,
the President of the United States of Amer-
ica, and the U.S. Secretary of Labor.

Section 3.—This Concurrent Resolution
shall take effect upon its approval.

POM-185. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislative Assembly of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico urging the United
States Government to prioritize, increase,
and accelerate the recovery, restoration, and
reconstruction efforts of Puerto Rico in the
wake of Hurricane Maria; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 53
STATEMENT OF MOTIVES

On September 20, 2017, the people of Puerto
Rico experienced one of the most cata-
strophic events in its history. The onslaught
of Hurricane Maria and the devastation it
caused not only resulted in the loss of dozens
of lives, but also had a disastrous effect on
the basic infrastructure, thus disrupting the
economic stability and fraying the social
fabric of the Island.

Thousands of families deprived of their
homes, the loss of industries and jobs, the
lack of access to essential medical services,
and the lack of reliable means of commu-
nication, the difficult access to roadways
and communities, and the alarming rate of
migration to the mainland are just some of
the adverse consequences with which the Is-
land is dealing, while experiencing a serious
economic recession that has lasted for over a
decade. Almost one and a half months later,
thousands of students have been unable to
return to their classrooms, hundreds of com-
munities continue without water service,
and more than half of the Island still has no
power. In short, the Island has essentially
fallen into a humanitarian crisis.

Furthermore, the issue caused by the large
accumulation of debris that has yet to be re-
moved from the streets and the communities
is specifically worth noting. Such debris ad-
versely affects the quality of life of the resi-
dents of Puerto Rico. This situation not only
constitutes a public safety hazard, but also
affects the health of Puerto Ricans, because
it promotes the proliferation of pests and
mosquito breeding sites due to standing
water. According to several experts, as well
as the State epidemiologist, we have experi-
enced an increase in the number of Lepto-
spirosis cases and other diseases in many
municipalities. In addition, debris affects ve-
hicle traffic, limits accesses, and interferes
with recovery efforts.

At this critical time, we are compelled to
find effective solutions to protect life and

property.
Even though the Government of Puerto
Rico, its agencies, instrumentalities, and

S1789

municipalities have made a massive effort in
an attempt to solve these issues at the state
and local level, it is clear that the restora-
tion and reconstruction of Puerto Rico is a
Herculean task that we could not undertake
without the intervention of the Federal Gov-
ernment. Now more than ever, the U.S. citi-
zens of Puerto Rico require Federal assist-
ance to set in motion their recovery.

We recognize that the concerned agencies
and the different federal officials have ex-
pressed their unwavering commitment to the
recovery and reconstruction of Puerto Rico.
The truth is, however, that the pace at which
works are being carried out is at odds with
the needs of the People of Puerto Rico.

Indeed, on many occasions, local authori-
ties have been compelled to raise a red flag
about the adverse effects that the slow pace
at which the works contracted with federal
entities are being carried out could have.
Several mayors of both political parties have
resorted to the Executive Branch to increase
the resources allocated to debris recovery
and the overall reconstruction and recovery
efforts being carried out in Puerto Rico. In
some instances, the municipal executives
have taken on the task to petition the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers directly and have
been successful in arriving at agreements for
the recovery of demolition and vegetative
debris. However, some of these municipal ex-
ecutives have expressed that despite entering
into these agreements, the demolition and
vegetative debris recovery efforts have yet
to begin. Likewise, it was reported that the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has been slow
to contract the resources necessary to re-
store the power grid of the Island as well as
to install reinforced blue plastic sheeting to
protect the property of those residents who
have lost their roofs.

Once again, we stress that allocating re-
sources, establishing long-term plans, and
claiming that essential services shall be re-
stored eventually is not enough. The U.S.
citizens residing in Puerto Rico deserve and
warrant that their needs be addressed with
the same promptness and urgency with
which the needs of our fellow citizens have
been addressed under similar circumstances.
It is not out of sheer convenience that we
make this claim, but rather it is based on
the most basic rights that the residents of
Puerto Rico are entitled to enjoy.

In light of the foregoing, and with the ut-
most sense of urgency given the critical time
that the U.S. citizens of Puerto Rico are liv-
ing in, we deemed it necessary to emphati-
cally demand from the Government of the
United States of America that the pace with
which the recovery and reconstruction works
are being carried out in Puerto Rico is in-
creased and accelerated. Time is of the es-
sence.

Be it resolved by the Legislative Assembly of
Puerto Rico:

Section 1.—To demand from the Govern-
ment of the United States of America that
they prioritize, increase, and accelerate the
recovery, restoration, and reconstruction ef-
forts of Puerto Rico in the wake of Hurri-
cane Maria.

Section 2.—As part of the efforts, the
President shall direct the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers to expedite the debris removal
efforts in the municipalities of Puerto Rico
and reestablish the power grid of the Island,
among other matters, including specific in-
structions on the recovery works that Puer-
to Rico needs and a work schedule.

Section 3.—A copy of this Concurrent Res-
olution, translated into English, shall be de-
livered to the President of the United States,
Donald Trump; the Vice President of the
United States and President of the United
States Senate, Michael Pence; the Speaker
of the United States House of Representa-
tives, Paul Ryan; and the Senate Majority
Leader, Mitch McConnell.
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