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The dedication demonstrated by Angel 

Gillotte is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Angel Gillotte for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 20, 2018 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
Roll Call votes 115 and 116 on Monday, 
March 19, 2018. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Yea on Roll Call votes 115 and 
116. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MIKE 
NUSSMAN ON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE AMERICAN 
SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 20, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, sportfishing 
provides outdoor recreation for more than 47 
million Americans each year. In Virginia, we 
are blessed with some of the best fishing op-
portunities in the nation. From fishing for 
striped bass on the Chesapeake Bay, to fly 
fishing for trout in the Blue Ridge, to throwing 
beetle spins for smallmouth bass on the Shen-
andoah and Potomac Rivers, to chasing Cobia 
and Tuna off Virginia Beach—we have great 
waters and angling throughout our state. Fish-
ing provides opportunities for youth and fami-
lies to get into the great outdoors and enjoy 
our public lands and waters. 

Like many outdoor industries, sportfishing is 
often overlooked as a significant job generator 
and economic engine. Nationwide, it is esti-
mated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
that recreational fishing generates $48 billion 
in retail sales, $115 billion in total economic 
activity and 828,000 jobs. 

I should note that in 2016 Congress passed 
the Outdoor Recreation Jobs and Economic 
Impact Act—The REC Act. In 2018, for the 
first time the U.S. Commerce Department’s 
Bureau of Economic Analysis included outdoor 
recreation’s impact, including fishing and boat-
ing, in our nation’s Gross Domestic Product. 

Maybe the most important aspect of rec-
reational fishing is that sportfishing manufac-
turers, anglers and boaters pay for most of 
state fish and wildlife agencies fisheries con-
servation and boating programs. 

Through special federal excise and fishing 
license sales, anglers and boaters are pro-
viding more than $1.2 billion a year in funds 
that are allocated to the states. As a member 
of our Committee on Natural Resources, I’m 

well aware that sportsmen and women pay a 
large part of the bill rather than the U.S. 
Treasury. 

Much of the this is due to the leadership of 
J. Michael ‘‘Mike’’ Nussman, president and 
CEO of the American Sportfishing Association 
(ASA), the trade association that represents 
the recreational fishing industry. 

Since 1993, Mike has served with distinction 
first as head of ASA’s Government Affairs pro-
gram then as President and CEO. While ASA 
has been a trade association since 1933, it 
has really been in the past 25 years that the 
organization has assumed a leadership role 
for not only manufacturers of rods, reels, 
lures, flies, waders and related apparel, but 
now for the overall fishing community. I might 
note with some pride that ASA is 
headquartered in Alexandria, VA. 

With the leadership of former House mem-
bers such as John Dingell and John Breaux 
and with the support of ASA, the excise taxes 
I mentioned have been expanded to cover 
programs such as wetlands restoration, boat-
ing safety and infrastructure and the establish-
ment of the Recreational Boating & Fishing 
Foundation (RBFF). 

In fact, Mike Nussman lead the effort to es-
tablish RBFF to turn around a decline in rec-
reational fishing which started to appear in the 
1990s. The most recent USFWS data indi-
cates an upward trend in recreational fishing 
including more diverse and urban commu-
nities. 

Mike Nussman’s success should come as 
no surprise. He worked for the Commerce 
Committee and Chairman Fritz Hollings of 
South Carolina over in the other body. Mike 
was the lead professional staff for the Sub-
committee that oversees fisheries policy, 
NOAA and the Coast Guard. Prior to that he 
worked for the South Carolina Sea Grant pro-
gram, earning undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in science, and an MBA from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina. 

Mr. Nussman’s tenure at ASA improved the 
‘business side’ of his trade association. The 
sportfishing industry’s annual trade show is 
now the largest in the world. His leadership 
made the organization financially strong, help-
ing weather it through economic downturns. 

He has served on numerous boards of di-
rectors and advisory groups from the Theo-
dore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership, to 
Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America’s 
Diverse Fish & Wildlife Resources. He also 
found time to serve as a United States Com-
missioner on the International Commission for 
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas. 

Mike Nussman bought special expertise as 
a former Senate staffer to the recreational 
fishing industry and the conservation commu-
nity. So, I think it’s appropriate that he be rec-
ognized today for a job well done. Anglers and 
businesses across this nation can be thankful 
that he was at the helm. 

f 

CASSANDRA GIST 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 20, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Cassandra 
Gist for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Cassandra Gist is a student at Drake Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Cassandra 
Gist is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Cas-
sandra Gist for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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DESIGNATING THE U.S. POSTAL 
OFFICE AT 1320 AUTUMN AVE. 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE AS THE 
‘‘JUDGE RUSSELL B. SUGARMON 
POST OFFICE’’ 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 20, 2018 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of the bill I introduced today to designate the 
U.S. Postal Office at 1320 Autumn Ave. Mem-
phis, Tennessee as the ‘‘Judge Russell B. 
Sugarmon Post Office.’’ 

Born in Memphis, Tennessee in 1929, 
Judge Russell B. Sugarmon is heralded for his 
contributions to the City of Memphis and his 
work to reverse the tide of racism in Ten-
nessee, paving the way for future black lead-
ers in the area and inspiring their efforts to in-
crease their representation in elected, Demo-
cratic bodies. 

In 1959, Russell Sugarmon became the first 
African-American in Memphis to run for a 
major city office when he ran for Public Works 
Commissioner. Sugarmon’s tenacity to over-
come racial opposition to his candidacy paved 
the way and inspired other African-Americans 
in Memphis to seek public office. In 1966, he 
was elected to the Tennessee General As-
sembly, becoming the second African-Amer-
ican in Tennessee to be elected to the Assem-
bly post Reconstruction. From 1976 to 1987, 
Sugarmon was a Referee in the Memphis Ju-
venile Court System before being appointed to 
serve as a judge for the General Sessions 
court. Judge Sugarmon was subsequently 
elected and re-elected to the bench and held 
his seat for 20 years until his retirement in 
2006. 

Working alongside notable Memphis pio-
neers and leaders in the fight for racial justice 
and equality, Judge Sugarmon was instru-
mental in using the courts to desegregate pub-
lic transportation, restaurants and public facili-
ties and the desegregation of Memphis public 
schools. Both the NAACP and ACLU have 
honored Judge Sugarmon for his contributions 
to Memphis. He was most recently awarded 
the 2014 be the Dream MLK Legacy Award. 

As a trailblazer for African-American stew-
ardship in public office and a leader in the 
Civil Rights Movement, it is only fitting that we 
enshrine our recognition of his contributions to 
the City of Memphis and the African American 
community by naming the 1320 Autumn Ave. 
Post Office in Memphis, TN in honor of his 
legacy. 
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