March 20, 2018

BRAIN INJURY AWARENESS DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today is Brain Injury
Awareness Day, and I welcome those
who are in Washington today to share
their stories.

This issue is near and dear to my
heart. For nearly 30 years, this was my
area of practice and expertise as a ther-
apist and rehabilitation services man-
ager. I served as a board member for
the Brain Injury Association of Penn-
sylvania and helped form a brain injury
support group.

The theme for this year’s campaign
is Change Your Mind. This public
awareness campaign strives to
destigmatize brain injury; empower
those who have survived, as well as
their caregivers; and promote the
many types of support available.

The need to raise awareness is great.
More than 2.8 million Americans sus-
tain traumatic brain injuries in the
United States each year.

The 13 million Americans living with
brain injuries want what we all want:
to be defined by who they are as peo-
ple, not by their injury.

Mr. Speaker, everyone recovers at a
different pace, and we should do every-
thing in our power to support and en-
courage brain injury survivors. They
deserve no less.

———

GET SCREENED FOR COLON
CANCER

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge each of my colleagues
and the American people to talk to
their doctors about getting screened
for colorectal cancer.

Each year, I sponsor a resolution to
recognize March as National Colorectal
Cancer Awareness Month. By raising
awareness about this preventable can-
cer, we can save lives.

During this Congress, Representative
CHARLIE DENT and I introduced H.R.
1017, the Removing Barriers to
Colorectal Cancer Screening Act of
2017. This bill would eliminate surprise
out-of-pocket costs for Medicare bene-
ficiaries who have polyps removed dur-
ing colonoscopies.

I also introduced H.R. 1578, the Don-
ald Payne Sr. Colorectal Cancer Detec-
tion Act of 2017, which would expand
Medicare to cover certain blood-based
colorectal cancer screening tests.

Named after my father, who passed
away from colorectal cancer, this bi-
partisan legislation would significantly
increase colorectal cancer detection
and treatment.

Each year, I lead the appropriations
letter to increase the funding for CDC
colon cancer research.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me on these important bills. To-

gether, we can save lives from
colorectal cancer.
———

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE DAY

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, President
Trump has declared today to be Na-
tional Agriculture Day, a time of cele-
bration and gratefulness to our Na-
tion’s farmers and ranchers. Whether
we realize it or not, agriculture is a
part of all of our daily lives from morn-
ing until night. In fact, each American
farmer feeds over 144 people, providing
vital nutrition, and helping us better
connect with our God-given resources.

Every $1 of United States agricul-
tural products and food exports creates
another $1.27 in business activity. Our
country’s agricultural exports are val-
ued at more than $100 billion, including
$4 billion from my own home State of
Florida. Every $1 billion in exports sup-
ports approximately 8,000 American
jobs. That is over 8 million jobs created
by agriculture.

While celebrations such as these
mark tremendous achievements for
U.S. agriculture, we must continue to
construct policies that supports and
strengthens all of our farmers and
ranchers. As lawmakers, let us make
this celebration a time of action and
work towards initiatives that contin-
ually uplift our ag industry.

——————

HONORING SHANTHI
VISWANATHAN

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to honor Mrs. Shanthi
Viswanathan, a teacher at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Florida, whose quick think-
ing saved lives.

As the second alarm went off that
day, Mrs. Viswanathan knew some-
thing was wrong and she locked the
classroom door, telling her students to
take cover.

When the SWAT team arrived and
asked her to let them in, she would not
because she didn’t want to risk falling
for a gunman’s trick. Instead, she told
them: ‘“Knock it down or open it with
a key.”

When Mrs. Viswanathan knew there
was danger, she exemplified the truest
form of the Hindu concept of dharma,
of duty, in protecting those she was re-
sponsible for.

These actions were brought to my at-
tention by the Hindu American Foun-
dation, which continues to support the
victims of the shooting as part of their
broader commitment to Ahimsa, the
Hindu concept of nonviolence.

They have also pursued various
measures of gun control, which I
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wholeheartedly support. I commend
them for their efforts here.

Thank you to Mrs. Viswanathan and
the Hindu American Foundation for
their exemplary work and for making
America a better place.

———

EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to celebrate the eighth anni-
versary of the Affordable Care Act.

Since it was signed into law, Ameri-
cans have relied on the ACA for access
to quality, affordable healthcare; but
Republicans have attacked Americans’
healthcare at every turn.

Last year, Republicans tried to pass
TrumpCare, a bill that would have im-
posed a crippling age tax, raised out-of-
pocket costs, and increased the number
of uninsured Americans by 23 million.

After the American people stopped
TrumpCare in its tracks, Republicans
went after the Affordable Care Act
again in their tax scam. On top of that,
the administration waged a persistent
campaign to discourage people from
enrolling in the ACA plans.

Despite GOP sabotage, Americans
still signed up for the Affordable Care
Act. Americans want better, more af-
fordable healthcare, and that is what
Democrats offer: A Better Deal for bet-
ter healthcare.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF TERESA
KIMURA

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of Teresa
Kimura.

Teresa traveled to the Route 91 fes-
tival in Las Vegas on October 1 with
six of her friends. She was known for
making every gathering an amazing ex-
perience.

Teresa worked at the California De-
partment of Tax and Fee Administra-
tion.

She is remembered for her big heart,
love of life, beautiful spirit, and infec-
tious laugh.

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Teresa Kimura’s family and
friends. Please note that the city of
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and
the whole country grieve with you.

————
ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BuUDD). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2017, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the majority leader.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor to be recognized to address
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