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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable BEN 
SASSE, a Senator from the State of Ne-
braska. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Father, teach us how to 

praise You at all times, constantly glo-
rifying Your Name and expressing grat-
itude for Your prevailing providence. 

Lord, thank You for sustaining our 
lawmakers as they strive to fulfill 
Your purposes for our Nation and 
world. Set them free from all fears, re-
minding them that You have been their 
help in the past and should be their 
hope for the years to come. 

Forgive us all for duties 
unperformed, promptings disobeyed, 
and beckonings ignored. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The bill clerk read the following let-
ter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, March 20, 2018. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BEN SASSE, a Senator 

from the State of Nebraska, to perform the 
duties of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SASSE thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO OKSANA MASTERS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
during Sunday’s closing ceremonies at 
the Pyeongchang Paralympics, the 
American flag was held high by a spe-
cial member of Team USA. Oksana 
Masters of Louisville, KY, was elected 
by her teammates to represent our Na-
tion at the ceremonies, capping off her 
remarkable trip. 

Born in Chernobyl with radiation 
poisoning, Oksana was adopted at the 
age of 7 and came to the United States. 
She underwent a number of medical 
procedures at a young age, including 
the amputation of both of her legs, but 
that didn’t stop her. Regardless of the 
obstacle, she pushed through. 

This year marks her fourth 
Paralympics. She entered Pyeongchang 
with a silver and two bronze medals, 
but this time, this talented multisport 
athlete set her sights on the gold, and 
I am happy to report that Oksana, once 
again, achieved her goal. She ascended 
to the top of the podium, not once but 
twice. 

Kentucky is very proud of Oksana 
and all that she has accomplished. She 
is a fine representative of our Com-
monwealth and our Nation. 

ALLOW STATES AND VICTIMS TO 
FIGHT ONLINE SEX TRAF-
FICKING BILL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Now, Mr. Presi-
dent, on a totally different matter, the 
Senate continues to consider a bill that 
would strike back against the evils of 
sex trafficking. The topic is all too fa-
miliar to me and many of my col-
leagues who have fought against child 
exploitation for decades. In recent 
years, as trafficking has migrated from 
street corners to smartphones, reports 
of child sex trafficking have ticked up 
dramatically. 

My friend and colleague from Ohio, 
Senator PORTMAN, has been especially 
committed to rooting out the cause of 
this crisis. He has built a broad bipar-
tisan coalition in support of the legis-
lation currently before the Senate. It is 
designed to close a loophole in existing 
law that allows websites to avoid re-
sponsibility, even as they knowingly 
facilitate trafficking. It would ensure 
that any institutions that are party to 
this reprehensible practice are subject 
to strict penalties—the ones they de-
serve. 

I urge each of my colleagues to join 
us in taking decisive action for our Na-
tion’s children. 

f 

YEMEN RESOLUTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 
another matter, later today the Senate 
will vote on a resolution offered by the 
junior Senators from Vermont and 
Utah. Their goal is to end U.S. support 
for the Saudi Arabian-led coalition 
fighting the Houthi insurgency in 
Yemen, and they propose to do this 
using provisions of the War Powers 
Resolution and the International Secu-
rity Assistance and Arms Export Con-
trol Act. 

I oppose their resolution for two rea-
sons. The first reason is that my col-
leagues’ substantive policy aim is actu-
ally misguided. Supreme Leader 
Khamenei and his regime know what 
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