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the White House. It is supported by law
enforcement organizations. It is sup-
ported by organizations that fight sex
trafficking. It is supported by faith-
based organizations. It is also sup-
ported by a number of major tech-
nology companies. I was proud to help
facilitate conversations with a number
of technology companies that resulted
in solid support for this bill among
members of the technology commu-
nity.

The process of getting this bill to the
Senate floor today has been character-
ized by a wonderful degree of biparti-
sanship. I am hoping that continues as
we debate this bill over the next couple
of days, and I encourage my colleagues
to reject any attempts to slow this bill
down with amendments. We have a re-
markable degree of consensus on the
Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers Act,
both within and without Congress, and
we should not disturb this momentum.
We need to get this bill over the finish
line. Every day that we wait for this
bill to be enacted into law is another
day in which websites in the dark cor-
ners of the internet can facilitate the
heinous practice of sexually exploiting
vulnerable human beings.

During the Commerce Committee
hearing that I chaired on this bill, we
heard testimony from Yvonne Am-
brose, whose daughter, Desiree Robin-
son, was sexually trafficked repeatedly
before being murdered. Desiree was
just 16, a bright and loving girl who
dreamed of becoming a doctor in the
Air Force. Instead, she was raped and
murdered by a man twice her age who
had sought her for sex after seeing her
advertised on an internet site.

Every day across this country, there
is another Desiree being trafficked.
Some of these children are not yet
teenagers. They should be going to bas-
ketball games and birthday parties. In-
stead, they are being taken to homes
and hotels and being violated by
strangers. Some, like Desiree, will die
there.

Fighting trafficking has to be a pri-
ority for all of us.

I am proud to have helped draft two
bills that became law earlier this year
to address human trafficking in com-
mercial vehicles. But while we have
passed some good legislation over the
past few years, there is a lot more
work that needs to be done. There are
many more Desirees out there in dan-
ger, and we have an obligation to do
everything we can to protected them.

The Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers
Act will strike an important blow
against this new wave of traffickers ex-
ploiting the internet to sell children,
and the bill it is now part of, a bill that
we are considering today—the Allow
States and Victims to Fight Online Sex
Trafficking Act—will further boost
SESTA’s impact by establishing new
criminal penalties for facilitating sex
trafficking.

I urge my colleagues to pass this bill
and to get it to the President as soon
as possible. There are a lot of children
out there who are waiting for our help.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session for the
en bloc consideration of the following
nominations: Executive Calendar Nos.
735, 736, 737, 738, and 739.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The bill clerk read the nominations
of William M. McSwain, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be United States Attorney for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania
for the term of four years; Matthew D.
Harris, of Utah, to be United States
Marshal for the District of Utah for the
term of four years; Johnny Lee
Kuhlman, of Oklahoma, to be United
States Marshal for the Western Dis-
trict of Oklahoma for the term of four
years; Joseph D. McClain, of Indiana,
to be United States Marshal for the
Southern District of Indiana for the
term of four years; and David A. Wea-
ver, of Colorado, to be United States
Marshal for the District of Colorado for
the term of four years.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the McSwain, Har-
ris, Kuhlman, McClain, and Weaver
nominations en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session for a pe-
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riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS YOUTH
AND TRAFFICKING PREVENTION
ACT

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, this
week I joined my colleague, the senior
Senator from Vermont, Mr. LEAHY, in
introducing the Runaway and Home-
less Youth and Trafficking Prevention
Act. This bill would update and reau-
thorize the Runaway and Homeless
Youth Act programs, which have pro-
vided lifesaving services and housing
for America’s homeless youth for more
than 40 years.

Homelessness is affecting youth in
unprecedented numbers. According to a
recent study by Voices of Youth Count,
an initiative of Chapin Hall at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, approximately 4.2
million young people experience home-
lessness in the United States each
year. Some of these youth may stay
away from home for only 1 or 2 nights,
and others have been living on the
streets for years. Approximately 73 per-
cent experienced a homelessness epi-
sode lasting more than 1 month. The
study also found that homelessness is
as prevalent in rural communities as it
is in urban communities.

The Runaway and Homeless Youth
and Trafficking Prevention Act would
reauthorize and strengthen the pro-
grams that help homeless youth meet
their immediate needs, and secure
long-term residential services for those
who, sadly, cannot be safely reunified
with family. Three programs—the
Basic Center Program, Transitional
Living Program, and Street Outreach
Program—help community-based orga-
nizations reach these young people
when they need the most support.
These programs help runaway and
homeless youth avoid the juvenile jus-
tice system, and early intervention
helps these young people escape vic-
timization.

As chairman of the Senate Housing
Appropriations Subcommittee, work-
ing to end the scourge of homeless-
ness—in both youth and adults—has
been one of my top priorities. Accord-
ing to the National Alliance to End
Homelessness, there has been a 27-per-
cent drop in chronic homelessness
since 2007. We must build on this suc-
cess so that homeless youth have op-
portunities to succeed just as other
youth. This bill is an important step in
that direction.

The RHYA programs have produced
powerful success stories. In 2015, the
Housing Appropriations subcommittee
held a hearing during which Brittany
Dixon, a former homeless youth from
Auburn, ME, testified about her per-
sonal experience as a homeless youth.
After becoming homeless at age 18, she
connected with New Beginnings, a serv-
ice provider in Lewiston, ME, where
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