March 21, 2018

Additional Statements: Page S1874

Authorities for Committees to Meet:
Pages S1879-80

Record Votes: Two record votes were taken today.
(Total—60) Pages S1871-72

Adjournment: Senate convened at 11 a.m. and ad-
journed at 5:01 p.m., until 10:30 a.m. on Thursday,
March 22, 2018. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on
page S1880.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

Committee on the Budget: Committee concluded a hear-
ing to examine the Economic Report of the Presi-
dent, after receiving testimony from Kevin Hassett,
Chairman, Council of Economic Advisers.

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
OVERSIGHT

Committee on Environment and Public Works: Com-
mittee concluded an oversight hearing to examine
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, after receiving
testimony from Kristine L. Svinicki, Chairman, and
Jeff Baran, and Stephen Burns, both a Commissioner,
all of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

LEBANON

Committee on Foreign Relations: Subcommittee on Near
East, South Asia, Central Asia, and Counterterrorism
concluded a hearing to examine stability and security
challenges in Lebanon, after receiving testimony
from Elliott Abrams, Council on Foreign Relations,
and Robert Malley, International Crisis Group, both
of Washington, D.C.
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NOMINATIONS

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the nominations of Michael Y.
Scudder, of Illinois, and Amy J. St. Eve, of Illinois,
both to be a United States Circuit Judge for the Sev-
enth Circuit, who were introduced by Senator
Duckworth, and Charles J. Williams, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern District of
Iowa, who was introduced by Senator Ernst, after the
nominees testified and answered questions in their

own behalf.

VETERANS PROGRAMS BUDGET

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the President’s proposed budget
request for fiscal year 2019 for veterans’ programs
and fiscal year 2020 advance appropriations requests,
after receiving testimony from David J. Shulkin, Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs.

ELECTION SECURITY

Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine election security, after receiving
testimony from Kirstjen Nielsen, Secretary, and Jea-
nette Manfra, Assistant Secretary, National Protec-
tion and Programs Directorate, Office of Cyber Secu-
rity and Communications, both of the Department of
Homeland Security; Thomas Hicks, Chairman, Elec-
tion Assistance Commission; Jim Condos, Vermont
Secretary of State, Burlington, on behalf of the Na-
tional Association of Secretaries of State; Jeh Charles
Johnson, former Secretary of Homeland Security, and
Amy Cohen, National Association of State Election
Directors, both of Washington, D.C.; and Eric
Rosenbach, Harvard Kennedy School Belfer Center
for Science and International Affairs, Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 22 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 5357-5378; and 3 resolutions, H.
Res. 793—795 were introduced. Pages H1753-54

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H1755-56

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows:

H. Res. 796, providing for the consideration of
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 1625) to
amend the State Department Basic Authorities Act

of 1956 to include severe forms of trafficking in per-
sons within the definition of transnational organized
crime for purposes of the rewards program of the
Department of State and for other purposes; and pro-
viding for proceedings during the period from March
23, 2018 through April 9, 2018, (H. Rept.
115-614). Page H1753

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Simpson to act as Speaker
pro tempore for today. Page H1731
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Recess: The House recessed at 10:38 a.m. and re-
convened at 11 a.m. Page H1735

Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the Guest
Chaplain, Minister Jeremiah Tatum, Willow Avenue
Church of Christ, Cookeville, Tennessee. Page H1735

Journal: The House agreed to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal by a recorded vote of 216 ayes to 192
noes with 2 voting present, Roll No. 122.

Pages H1735, H1750-51

Message From the Clerk: The House received a
message from the Clerk. Pursuant to the permission
granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of the Rules of the
U.S. House of Representatives, the Clerk notified the
House that she received a sealed envelope from the
White House on March 20, 2018, at 4:49 p.m., and
said to contain a message from the President where-
by he submits a Report to the Congress on the Ex-
tension of Trade Promotion Authority. Page H1737

Presidential Message: Read a message from the
President wherein he transmitted to Congress a Re-
port on the Extension of Trade Promotion Author-
ity—referred to the Committee on Ways and Means
and ordered to be printed (H. Doc. 115-104).

Pages H1737-38

Message From the Clerk: The House received a
message from the Clerk. Pursuant to the permission
granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of the Rules of the
U.S. House of Representatives, the Clerk received
the following message from the Secretary of the Sen-
ate on March 21, 2018, at 8:52 a.m.: that the Senate
passed S. 899. Page H1738

Discharge Petition: Representative Cohen (TN)
presented to the clerk a motion to discharge the
Committee on the Judiciary from the consideration
of H.R. 4669 to ensure independent investigations
by allowing judicial review of the removal of a spe-
cial counsel. (Discharge Petition No. 8)

Recess: The House recessed at 11:21 a.m. and re-
convened at 1 p.m. Page H1738

Recess: The House recessed at 2:08 p.m. and recon-
vened at 9:15 p.m. Page H1748

Trickett Wendler, Frank Mongiello, Jordan
McLinn, and Matthew Bellina Right to Try Act
of 2018: The House passed H.R. 5247, to authorize
the use of eligible investigational drugs by eligible
patients who have been diagnosed with a stage of a
disease or condition in which there is reasonable
likelihood that death will occur within a matter of
months, or with another eligible illness, by a re-
corded vote of 267 ayes to 149 noes, Roll No. 121.
Pages H1738-48, H1748-50

Rejected the Pallone motion to recommit the bill
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce with
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instructions to report the same back to the House
forthwith with an amendment, by a yea-and-nay vote
of 182 yeas to 233 nays, Roll No. 120.
Pages H1746-48, H1748-49
H. Res. 787, the rule providing for the consider-
ation of the bills (H.R. 4566), and (H.R. 5247) was
agreed to Tuesday, March 19th.

Senate Messages: Messages received from the Senate
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the
House today appears on pages H1737, H1738, and
H1748.

Message From the Clerk: The House received a
message from the Clerk. Pursuant to the permission
granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of the Rules of the
U.S. House of Representatives, the Clerk received
the following message from the Secretary of the Sen-
ate on March 21, 2018, at 5:15 p.m.: that the Sen-
ate passed without amendment H.R. 1865.

Page H1748

Order of Business—Suspensions: Agreed by unan-
imous consent that further proceedings on the ques-
tions of agreeing to motions to suspend the rules
with regard to H.R. 4227, H.R. 4467, H.R. 5089,
H.R. 5131, may continue to be postponed through
the legislative day of Thursday, March 22, 2018.
Page H1751

Secret Service Recruitment and Retention Act of
2018: The House agreed to take from the Speaker’s
table and concur in the Senate amendment to H.R.
3731, to provide overtime pay for employees of the
United States Secret Service. Page H1751

Unanimous Consent: When the House adjourns
today, it adjourn to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow for
legislative business. Page H1751

Recess: The House recessed at 10:21 p.m. and re-
convened at 1:20 a.m. Page H1753

Senate Referrals: S. 899 was referred to the Com-
mittee on Veterans Affairs’ and Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. Page H1753

Quorum Calls—Votes: One yea and nay vote, and
two recorded votes developed during the proceedings
of today and appear on pages H1748-49,
H1749-50, and H1750-51. There were no quorum
calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 1:21 a.m.
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Committee Meetings

STATE AND NON-STATE ACTOR
INFLUENCE OPERATIONS:
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR U.S. NATIONAL
SECURITY

Committee on Armed Services: Full Committee held a
hearing entitled “State and Non-State Actor Influ-
ence Operations: Recommendations for U.S. Na-
tional Security”. Testimony was heard from public
witnesses.

COMBATING THE OPIOID CRISIS:
PREVENTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH
SOLUTIONS

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Health held a hearing entitled “Combating the
Opioid Crisis: Prevention and Public Health Solu-
tions”. Testimony was heard from Scott Gottlieb,
M.D., Commissioner, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, Department of Health and Human Services;
Anne Schuchat, Acting Director, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention; Christopher M. Jones, Di-
rector of the National Mental Health and Substance
Use Policy Laboratory, Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration, Department of
Health and Human Services; and public witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Financial Services: Full Committee held
a markup on H.R. 2683, the “Protecting Veterans
Credit Act of 2017”; H.R. 4659, to require the ap-
propriate Federal banking agencies to recognize the
exposure-reducing nature of client margin for cleared
derivatives; H.R. 4790, to amend the Volcker rule
to give the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System sole rulemaking authority, to exclude
community banks from the requirements of the
Volcker rule, and for other purposes; H.R. 4861, the
“Ensuring Quality Unbiased Access to Loans Act of
20187; H.R. 5051, the “Public Company Registra-
tion Threshold Act”; H.R. 5076, the “Small Bank
Exam Cycle Improvement Act of 2018”; H.R. 5082,
the “Practice of Law Technical Clarification Act of
20187; and H.R. 5323, the ‘“Derivatives Fairness
Act”. H.R. 2683, H.R. 5076, and H.R. 4790 were
ordered reported, as amended. H.R. 4861, H.R.
5082, H.R. 4659, H.R. 5051, and H.R. 5323 were
ordered reported, without amendment.

THE FY 2019 FOREIGN ASSISTANCE
BUDGET

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Full Committee held a
hearing entitled “The FY 2019 Foreign Assistance
Budget”. Testimony was heard from Mark Green,
Administrator, U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment.
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U.S. RESPONSES TO CHINA’S FOREIGN
INFLUENCE OPERATIONS

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Asia
and the Pacific held a hearing entitled “U.S. Re-
sponses to China’s Foreign Influence Operations”.
Testimony was heard from public witnesses.

IMPLICATIONS OF A U.S.-SAUDI ARABIA
NUCLEAR COOPERATION AGREEMENT FOR
THE MIDDLE EAST

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on the
Middle East and North Africa held a hearing enti-
tled “Implications of a U.S.-Saudi Arabia Nuclear
Cooperation Agreement for the Middle East”. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses.

SENATE AMENDMENT TO THE TARGET
ACT

Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on
Senate amendment to H.R. 1625, the “TARGET
Act [Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018}. The
Committee granted, by record vote of 8-3, a rule
that provides for the consideration of the Senate
amendment to H.R. 1625. The rule makes in order
a motion offered by the chair of the Committee on
Appropriations or his designee that the House con-
cur in the Senate amendment with an amendment
consisting of the text of Rules Committee Print
115-66. The rule waives all points of order against
consideration of the motion. The rule provides that
the Senate amendment and the motion shall be con-
sidered as read. The rule provides one hour of debate
on the motion equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. In section 2, the rule pro-
vides that on any legislative day during the period
from March 23, 2018, through April 9, 2018: the
Journal of the proceedings of the previous day shall
be considered as approved; and the Chair may at any
time declare the House adjourned to meet at a date
and time to be announced by the Chair in declaring
the adjournment. In section 3, the rule provides that
the Speaker may appoint Members to perform the
duties of the Chair for the duration of the period ad-
dressed by section 2. In section 4, the rule provides
that each day during the period addressed by section
2 shall not constitute a calendar day for the purposes
of section 7 of the War Powers Resolution (50
U.S.C. 1546). In section 5, the rule provides that
each day during the period addressed by section 2
shall not constitute a legislative day for purposes of
clause 7 of rule XIII (resolutions of inquiry). Finally,
in section 6, the rule provides that the chair of the
Committee on Appropriations may insert in the
Congressional Record not later than March 22,
2018, such material as he may deem explanatory of
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