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and asking for continued guidance, pro-
tection, and wisdom. It is a great privi-
lege to have a fellow Tennesseean lead 
us in this sacred tradition today. 

Minister Tatum was born in Los An-
geles County, California, and comes 
from seven consecutive generations of 
preachers. His call to ministry began 27 
years ago, and he is currently serving 
his eighth year as the pulpit minister 
of Willow Avenue Church of Christ in 
Cookeville. 

In addition to local work, Minister 
Tatum preaches abroad and serves 
overseas with foreign missions. He en-
courages young men to become preach-
ers and believes he has the best job in 
the world. Our community is so grate-
ful for his service. 

He is married to Amber, and they 
have three children: Luke, Daniel, and 
LyssaBeth. I know his family and the 
Willow Avenue congregation are very 
proud to have him with us today, and I 
thank him for opening our day in pray-
er. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOST). The Chair will entertain up to 15 
further requests for 1-minute speeches 
on each side of the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 24TH ANNUAL 
VERA HOUSE WHITE RIBBON 
CAMPAIGN 

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak out against domestic vi-
olence and sexual abuse. 

Domestic violence affects people 
from all backgrounds. Regardless of 
race, religion, and socioeconomic back-
ground, domestic abuse touches all as-
pects of our community. 

According to the National Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence, nearly 20 
people per minute are assaulted by an 
intimate partner. We must work to-
gether to stop this. 

Central New York is home to Vera 
House, a wonderful organization that 
works to prevent and respond to do-
mestic and sexual violence. This 
month, it kicked off its 24th annual 
White Ribbon Campaign in central New 
York. This campaign raises awareness 
for the need to put an end to domestic 
violence and sexual abuse. 

Throughout the duration of the 
White Ribbon Campaign, thousands of 
central New Yorkers, such as myself, 
will be wearing a white ribbon or a 
white wristband to stand in solidarity 
against abuse. 

I urge my House colleagues to join 
me in wearing a white ribbon to dem-
onstrate a personal pledge to work to-
wards preventing violence against men, 
women, and children. 

PROTECT THE MUELLER 
INVESTIGATION 

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, make no 
mistake about it: through their words 
and actions, President Trump and his 
allies are doing everything they can to 
destroy the independent investigation 
of Special Counsel Robert Mueller 
through provocative tweets: a witch 
hunt; 

Through reckless actions: firing Di-
rector Comey and Assistant Director 
McCabe; and 

Through provocative statements: his 
personal attorney calling for an end to 
the investigation. 

The question, Mr. Speaker, is not 
what the President wants to do or may 
do. The question is: Will Congress do 
what it must do, which is protect the 
Mueller investigation? 

A number of us have a bill that would 
do just that. Our bill would require a 
three-judge panel to approve any dis-
missal of Mr. Mueller. 

Mr. Speaker, no American is above 
the law, no Member of Congress is 
above the law, and no member of the 
executive branch is above the law, in-
cluding President Trump. 

Mr. Speaker, let the House vote on 
our bill. Make each one of us be ac-
countable to our constituents on the 
rule of law. 

Will we vote to protect the Mueller 
investigation or will we acquiesce to 
the President’s threats and temper tan-
trums? 

Mr. Speaker, let us vote. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-

bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM 
PULTE, SR. 

(Mr. TROTT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of William 
Pulte, Sr. He passed away earlier this 
month at the age of 85. 

In 1950, at the age of 18, Bill Pulte 
started building and selling homes in 
southeast Michigan. In 1956, he founded 
Pulte Homes, known today as the 
Pulte Group. Over the next 50 years, he 
grew the company into the largest 
homebuilder in the United States. 

Bill Pulte was a legend in the busi-
ness world, but his legacy is one of 
great devotion to his family and com-
munity. He was involved with the 
Angel Fund, a group which anony-
mously provides families in Detroit 
with shelter. His philanthropy helped 
Cornerstone Schools provide thousands 
of young people in Detroit with a great 
education, and his passion for home-
building took him all the way to Cen-
tral America to help its poorest com-
munities. 

So it is most appropriate that we 
pause today from our Nation’s business 
to remember and celebrate the life of 
Bill Pulte. His hard work, devotion, 
and vision changed the world for the 
better, and for that, we thank him. 

f 

UCR VETERANS PROJECT 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, the Riv-
erside National Cemetery is the final 
resting place for nearly 300,000 former 
military personnel and their family 
members. Each of them have a story 
that deserves to be told. 

I rise today to applaud the Univer-
sity of California, Riverside, on a new 
grant that will be used to research and 
tell these stories. 

With support from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, UC Riverside faculty 
and students will document the lives of 
those who served and partner with K–12 
schools to help teach young people 
about the value of service and sac-
rifice. Our duty to honor those who 
sacrificed for this Nation is not limited 
to Memorial Day or Veterans Day. 

This project will help our community 
understand and appreciate the individ-
uals whose service has kept this Nation 
safe and free. I am proud that UC Riv-
erside has been selected for this impor-
tant initiative and look forward to see-
ing the meaningful work it will 
produce. 

f 

AMELIA EARHART CONTINUES TO 
INSPIRE 

(Ms. JENKINS of Kansas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speak-
er, Amelia Earhart, one of the most 
iconic aviators in history, became the 
first woman to fly across the Atlantic 
Ocean, which launched her to national 
notoriety and inspired millions to fol-
low. Highlighting her contributions to 
aviation, yesterday, the House passed 
the Amelia Earhart U.S. Post Office 
Act, which names her hometown post 
office in Atchison, Kansas, after her. 

While she was lost at sea, that wasn’t 
the end of the Amelia Earhart story. A 
woman’s aviation group, the Ninety- 
Nines, which she founded, still exists 
today and advocates for female pilots 
in the industry. Amelia’s legacy soars 
as high as ever as she continues to in-
spire new generations of women to 
reach for greater heights. 

Please join me in celebrating the life 
of Amelia Earhart. 

f 

CHILD CARE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, a typ-
ical Rhode Island family with an infant 
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and a 4-year-old pays $23,000 a year in 
child care. That is nearly double the 
cost of tuition at the University of 
Rhode Island. 

Nationwide, the cost of child care has 
increased 25 percent in the past decade. 
That is a terrible deal. It is a raw deal 
for working families. Democrats have 
proposed the Child Care for Working 
Families Act, a better deal. 

This bill ensures that no middle class 
family will pay more than 7 percent of 
their income on child care. It ensures 
universal access to high-quality pre-
school programs. It also raises wages 
for childcare workers. It focuses on the 
needs of middle class families and the 
high cost of child care. 

A few months ago, my Republican 
colleagues passed a huge tax cut for 
powerful corporate special interests 
and the wealthiest Americans. Demo-
crats, on the other hand, are offering A 
Better Deal—a deal that focuses on 
raising family incomes, reducing costs 
in people’s lives, and making sure peo-
ple are prepared for jobs in the 21st 
century. 

We propose A Better Deal. 
f 

ONE FAMILY ONE RESTAURANT 
(Mr. KNIGHT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
acknowledge the work of One Family 
One Restaurant, a nonprofit organiza-
tion in my district that tackles signifi-
cant homelessness and hunger prob-
lems in southern California. 

I am proud to recognize its work in 
giving families who struggle with food 
insecurity the opportunity to eat at a 
restaurant. One Family One Res-
taurant provides a unique and invalu-
able dining experience to families who 
otherwise rely on food stamps and too 
often wait in long lines at food banks 
to access food. The experience also 
helps heal hearts and restore a family’s 
dignity and hope. 

One Family One Restaurant does not 
act alone. It relies on restaurants and 
community members to sponsor meals 
and local pantries and food banks to 
help coordinate families in need. It 
takes the repeated generosity of the 
entire community to alleviate family 
hunger in their region. 

This year, they will be launching 
their nationwide America Break Bread 
campaign. I encourage all of those who 
seek to help the hungry to join in this 
effort and follow the footsteps of this 
stellar organization. It is an honor to 
bring their work to the attention of 
the House and the Nation today. 

f 

INSULT TO OUR PRINCIPLES 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
have had the privilege of being in-
volved in a number of international or-
ganizations representing the United 
States. We are defined by our love, ap-
preciation for democracy, and for sell-
ing that around the world. 

The call that was made by the Com-
mander in Chief yesterday to Vladimir 
Putin, whose election was a failure, at 
best, was an insult to our principles 
and our values. This is the leader of a 
country alleged to have used poison gas 
on ally soil in London, trying to kill 
two individuals; had the interaction in 
Ukraine with the bringing down of the 
plane; and incarcerating many people 
in Russia because of their views. 

I think this is a poor statement for a 
country that promotes democracy. The 
world looks to us and seeks to be, in 
many instances, like America. They 
value our concern for human rights and 
our value of democracy. They wait for 
us to stand up against despots like 
Vladimir Putin, yet the President of 
the United States gives him a jolly 
congratulations for an election that 
was not an election. 

f 

b 1115 
CONGRATULATING PENN STATE 

WRESTLING 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late the Penn State wrestling team on 
winning this year’s NCAA Division I 
National Championship. 

The Penn State Nittany Lions are a 
force to be reckoned with and they 
proved it again last weekend in Cleve-
land, Ohio, when they brought home 
their seventh team title in 8 years. The 
team went 4-and-1 in the finals, coming 
back from a 6-point deficit heading 
into the final round to clinch the title 
on a pin by junior Bo Nickal in Penn 
State’s final match of the night. 

Penn State won the team title with 
141.5 points, while Ohio State was in 
second with 134.5. Iowa took third with 
97. 

Head coach Cael Sanderson now has 
22 national champions as a head coach, 
20 at Penn State, and 7 NCAA titles. 

I could not be more proud of my alma 
mater or this team that gave us yet an-
other season to remember. Many col-
lege athletes dream about partici-
pating at the NCAA championships. 

This team truly is the pride of Happy 
Valley, and I congratulate Coach 
Sanderson and every wrestler on the 
team. 

We are. 
f 

CUT FRIVOLOUS SPENDING 
(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on Sep-
tember 12, 2017, I released a statement 
to mark and recognize that the na-
tional debt had just exceeded $20 tril-
lion. 

I asked my colleagues to follow 
through with our commitment to re-
duce expenditures and create economic 
stability for our future. Since that 
date, Congress has not taken any ac-
tion to reduce our deficit or to balance 
our budget. Instead, we have increased 

our budget caps to augment Federal 
spending by more than 10 percent 
above current levels. 

We suspended our debt ceiling, and 
this week we are preparing to pass our 
seventh short-term spending bill of the 
fiscal year. Our grossly negligent 
spending habits continue with no end 
in sight. At this rate, I am certain that 
we will see a $22 trillion national debt 
sometime around the first of next year. 

Mr. Speaker, this fiscal irrespon-
sibility is not what we promised our 
constituents. We are directly contrib-
uting to the bankruptcy of this Nation 
that we will leave to our grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, I beg my colleagues to 
honor the pledge to cut our spending 
and reduce our debt before it is too 
late. We must act now before we cross 
another trillion-dollar threshold. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 20, 2018. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
March 20, 2018, at 4:49 p.m., and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby 
he submits a Report to the Congress on the 
Extension of Trade Promotion Authority. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

EXTENSION OF TRADE PROMOTION 
AUTHORITY—MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115–104) 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Today, I am requesting that the Con-
gress extend trade authorities proce-
dures for 3 years. As required under 
section 103(c)(2) of the Bipartisan Con-
gressional Trade Priorities and Ac-
countability Act of 2015 (Trade Prior-
ities Act), I have attached to this mes-
sage the report describing the progress 
that has been made in trade negotia-
tions by my Administration and the 
reasons why the extension is necessary. 

As noted in the 2018 Trade Policy 
Agenda, my Administration has 
launched a new era in American trade 
policy, driven by a determination to 
use the leverage available to us as the 
world’s largest economy to open for-
eign markets, and to obtain more effi-
cient global markets and fairer treat-
ment for American workers. One of the 
major pillars supporting my trade pol-
icy is the pursuit of better trade deals. 
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