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and a 4-year-old pays $23,000 a year in
child care. That is nearly double the
cost of tuition at the University of
Rhode Island.

Nationwide, the cost of child care has
increased 25 percent in the past decade.
That is a terrible deal. It is a raw deal
for working families. Democrats have
proposed the Child Care for Working
Families Act, a better deal.

This bill ensures that no middle class
family will pay more than 7 percent of
their income on child care. It ensures
universal access to high-quality pre-
school programs. It also raises wages
for childcare workers. It focuses on the
needs of middle class families and the
high cost of child care.

A few months ago, my Republican
colleagues passed a huge tax cut for
powerful corporate special interests
and the wealthiest Americans. Demo-
crats, on the other hand, are offering A
Better Deal—a deal that focuses on
raising family incomes, reducing costs
in people’s lives, and making sure peo-
ple are prepared for jobs in the 21st
century.

We propose A Better Deal.

————
ONE FAMILY ONE RESTAURANT

(Mr. KNIGHT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
acknowledge the work of One Family
One Restaurant, a nonprofit organiza-
tion in my district that tackles signifi-
cant homelessness and hunger prob-
lems in southern California.

I am proud to recognize its work in
giving families who struggle with food
insecurity the opportunity to eat at a
restaurant. One Family One Res-
taurant provides a unique and invalu-
able dining experience to families who
otherwise rely on food stamps and too
often wait in long lines at food banks
to access food. The experience also
helps heal hearts and restore a family’s
dignity and hope.

One Family One Restaurant does not
act alone. It relies on restaurants and
community members to sponsor meals
and local pantries and food banks to
help coordinate families in need. It
takes the repeated generosity of the
entire community to alleviate family
hunger in their region.

This year, they will be launching
their nationwide America Break Bread
campaign. I encourage all of those who
seek to help the hungry to join in this
effort and follow the footsteps of this
stellar organization. It is an honor to
bring their work to the attention of
the House and the Nation today.

—————
INSULT TO OUR PRINCIPLES

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
have had the privilege of being in-
volved in a number of international or-
ganizations representing the TUnited
States. We are defined by our love, ap-
preciation for democracy, and for sell-
ing that around the world.
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The call that was made by the Com-
mander in Chief yesterday to Vladimir
Putin, whose election was a failure, at
best, was an insult to our principles
and our values. This is the leader of a
country alleged to have used poison gas
on ally soil in London, trying to Kkill
two individuals; had the interaction in
Ukraine with the bringing down of the
plane; and incarcerating many people
in Russia because of their views.

I think this is a poor statement for a
country that promotes democracy. The
world looks to us and seeks to be, in
many instances, like America. They
value our concern for human rights and
our value of democracy. They wait for
us to stand up against despots like
Vladimir Putin, yet the President of
the United States gives him a jolly
congratulations for an election that
was not an election.

———
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CONGRATULATING PENN STATE
WRESTLING

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late the Penn State wrestling team on
winning this year’s NCAA Division I
National Championship.

The Penn State Nittany Lions are a
force to be reckoned with and they
proved it again last weekend in Cleve-
land, Ohio, when they brought home
their seventh team title in 8 years. The
team went 4-and-1 in the finals, coming
back from a 6-point deficit heading
into the final round to clinch the title
on a pin by junior Bo Nickal in Penn
State’s final match of the night.

Penn State won the team title with
141.5 points, while Ohio State was in
second with 134.5. Iowa took third with
97.

Head coach Cael Sanderson now has
22 national champions as a head coach,
20 at Penn State, and 7 NCAA titles.

I could not be more proud of my alma
mater or this team that gave us yet an-
other season to remember. Many col-
lege athletes dream about partici-
pating at the NCAA championships.

This team truly is the pride of Happy
Valley, and I congratulate Coach
Sanderson and every wrestler on the
team.

We are.

————

CUT FRIVOLOUS SPENDING

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on Sep-
tember 12, 2017, I released a statement
to mark and recognize that the na-
tional debt had just exceeded $20 tril-
lion.

I asked my colleagues to follow
through with our commitment to re-
duce expenditures and create economic
stability for our future. Since that
date, Congress has not taken any ac-
tion to reduce our deficit or to balance
our budget. Instead, we have increased
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our budget caps to augment Federal
spending by more than 10 percent
above current levels.

We suspended our debt ceiling, and
this week we are preparing to pass our
seventh short-term spending bill of the
fiscal year. Our grossly negligent
spending habits continue with no end
in sight. At this rate, I am certain that
we will see a $22 trillion national debt
sometime around the first of next year.

Mr. Speaker, this fiscal irrespon-
sibility is not what we promised our
constituents. We are directly contrib-
uting to the bankruptcy of this Nation
that we will leave to our grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, I beg my colleagues to
honor the pledge to cut our spending
and reduce our debt before it is too
late. We must act now before we cross
another trillion-dollar threshold.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 20, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
March 20, 2018, at 4:49 p.m., and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby
he submits a Report to the Congress on the
Extension of Trade Promotion Authority.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

EXTENSION OF TRADE PROMOTION
AUTHORITY—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115-104)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Ways and Means
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Today, I am requesting that the Con-
gress extend trade authorities proce-
dures for 3 years. As required under
section 103(c)(2) of the Bipartisan Con-
gressional Trade Priorities and Ac-
countability Act of 2015 (Trade Prior-
ities Act), I have attached to this mes-
sage the report describing the progress
that has been made in trade negotia-
tions by my Administration and the
reasons why the extension is necessary.

As noted in the 2018 Trade Policy
Agenda, my  Administration has
launched a new era in American trade
policy, driven by a determination to
use the leverage available to us as the
world’s largest economy to open for-
eign markets, and to obtain more effi-
cient global markets and fairer treat-
ment for American workers. One of the
major pillars supporting my trade pol-
icy is the pursuit of better trade deals.
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