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Once again, I would like to congratu-

late everyone at The Victory Center 
for all that they have accomplished. I 
thank their staff for helping so many 
children in our south Florida commu-
nity achieve their full potential and 
leave their own beautiful mark on our 
world. 

f 

CALLING ATTENTION TO THE 
SUFFERING IN PUERTO RICO 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I am 
ashamed that our national government 
seems to have abandoned American 
citizens of Puerto Rico. Yesterday 
marked 6 months since Hurricane 
Maria furiously blew ashore. In those 6 
months, more than 1,000 Americans 
have died because of the storm. In fact, 
people are still dying in Puerto Rico 
from causes that are directly related to 
Hurricane Maria’s impact, and more 
than 100,000 American citizens in Puer-
to Rico are still without electricity. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, we 
tend to forget how much we rely on 
electricity until it goes out. Without 
electricity, people who rely on res-
pirators must choose between their 
homes and their health. The elderly, 
sick people, and newborn babies have 
to suffer through the heat and cold. 

Mr. Speaker, if this was happening 
anywhere else in our country, we would 
have riots. But instead of action, all 
Puerto Rico gets are excuses from the 
national government. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GRANDVIEW 
HIGH SCHOOL BOYS AND GIRLS 
BASKETBALL TEAMS 

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize both the Grandview 
High School boys and girls basketball 
teams. These two teams from Grand-
view are now the State of Colorado’s 
5A high school basketball champions. 

The Grandview boys basketball team 
had a spectacular season, finishing the 
season with an impressive 24–4 record, 
and the culmination of the season was 
its first-ever boys basketball State 
Championship title. 

The Grandview girls basketball team 
also had a tremendous season, finishing 
with an equally impressive 25–3 record, 
and the culmination of its season was 
its second consecutive girls basketball 
State Championship title. 

The teams were led to their respec-
tive championship titles by their 
coaches: Josh Ulitzky for the girls 
team, and Michael Rogers for the boys 
team. 

I also commend these two coaches, 
their coaching staffs, and all their sup-
porters at Grandview High School for 
all they have contributed to the suc-

cess of the school’s boys and girls bas-
ketball programs. 

I am incredibly proud to represent 
Grandview High School in the United 
States House of Representatives. 
Again, congratulations to the Grand-
view High School girls and boys bas-
ketball team on this impressive vic-
tory in Colorado’s 5A State Champion-
ship. 
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IN MEMORY OF OFFICER 
GREGGORY CASILLAS 

(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor and remember 
Pomona Police Officer Greggory 
Casillas, a constituent of mine who was 
struck down in the line of duty. 

It was Greggory’s dream to be a po-
lice officer. He studied police reports 
after hours, and he always carried 
flashcards and books to prepare for the 
police officer exam. 

His hard work paid off. Friday, 
March 9 was the final day of Officer 
Casillas’ ghost phase, the last day be-
fore he went out on his own. As one 
colleague said: ‘‘I’ve never met some-
one so eager to become a police offi-
cer.’’ 

Tragically, that was also the day Of-
ficer Casillas was shot, trying to make 
contact with a suspect who had fled the 
police. Officer Casillas put himself at 
risk so that we could be safer, and we 
can never thank him enough. 

I am so grateful for heroes like Offi-
cer Casillas, and I join the hundreds of 
others who have attended vigils in his 
honor when I say that he will never be 
forgotten for his sacrifice. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT 
COMMANDER ANDREW PATTERSON 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Lieutenant Com-
mander Andrew Patterson, a native of 
Chittenango, New York, who currently 
serves as the Chief of Intelligence, Sur-
veillance, and Reconnaissance Plans/ 
Operations for the military in Afghani-
stan. He is the son of Marlene A. Pat-
terson and the late commander, Ken-
neth F. Patterson, U.S. Navy. 

Lieutenant Commander Patterson 
has served in the U.S. Navy Reserves 
for 12 years, as well as serving with the 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
agency for 13 years. Stationed in Af-
ghanistan, Lieutenant Commander An-
drew Patterson is leading the charge 
on the intelligence collection oper-
ations against the Taliban, working 
closely with joint regional U.S. mili-
tary personnel. 

In today’s era of combat, the role of 
intelligence plays an especially impor-

tant role in the success of our military. 
Lieutenant Commander Andrew Pat-
terson is a true hometown hero. He is 
an inspiration to all of us and is an ex-
ceptional community leader. 

I would like to extend my gratitude 
to him for his answer to the call to 
serve, his bravery, and his dedication 
to our Nation. I wish him the best of 
luck as he continues to serve our coun-
try. 

Go Navy. 
f 

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL AG 
DAY 

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, as a 
Representative of the salad bowl of the 
world, the 20th Congressional District 
in California, I commemorate and cele-
brate National Ag Day. 

In my district, the number one indus-
try is agriculture, yes, because of the 
fertile land, but also because of the 
fearless attitude of farmers and farm-
workers, growers, and families and 
friends of those in agriculture. 

Having grown up on the central 
coast, we understand that the key to 
their success is based on that willing-
ness to take risk. We know that risk- 
taking attitude is the foundation of 
our country, but since then, the seed of 
risk taking has been sown in our cul-
ture and spread across our agricultural 
community. 

People in agriculture are constantly 
using that trait to deal with Mother 
Nature, to overcome government man-
dates, to transform for the changing 
market conditions, and to contend 
with the lack of immigration reform 
right here in Congress. 

Nevertheless, with that risk-taking 
attitude, people in agriculture don’t 
shrink from those challenges; they 
stand up to them. That is why they not 
only survive, they succeed. That is why 
we in Congress shouldn’t just recognize 
people in agriculture today; we should 
learn from them every day. 

f 

REFORMING THE POLICY FOR OUR 
FORESTS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act, 
NEPA, as it is known, enacted in 1970— 
I am sure, well intentioned—but time 
and time and time again, issues that 
need to be resolved for the people and 
their assets in this country are thwart-
ed by needless red tape, a lot of times 
coming from NEPA. 

Our forests in the West suffer badly— 
and the people who live near them, 
from the smoke, from the danger, from 
the loss of homes, the loss of wildlife— 
because to do the slightest thing to im-
prove our forest conditions requires 
NEPA delay. 
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