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Behind the statistics are real Mary-

landers who realized their small busi-
ness dream with the help of an SBDC 
consultant, like a women-owned res-
taurant in Baltimore called Flavor. 

In 2015, Julia and Vanna Belton went 
to their local SBDC office for help se-
curing a business loan. After months of 
tinkering with their business plan and 
adjusting their loan paperwork, their 
SBDC consultant guided Julia and 
Vanna to approval on an $800,000 SBA 
loan they used to purchase and ren-
ovate a building for their restaurant. 

Today, the restaurant has $1.2 mil-
lion in revenue and 30 full and part- 
time employees. Last year, they were 
named Maryland’s ‘‘2017 Women-owned 
Business of the Year.’’ 

Flavor is just one of the millions of 
small businesses and entrepreneurs 
who have been touched by America’s 
Small business development centers 
over the last 35 years. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the 
dedicated men and women of America’s 
small business development center net-
work and to thank them for their com-
mitment to the small businesses that 
drive the American economy. 

Thank you. 
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TRIBUTE TO JEREMY WEIRICH 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, today I 
wish to express my gratitude to Jer-
emy Weirich, who has served as clerk 
for the Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies, or CJS, for his many 
years of distinguished public service. 

Jeremy has dedicated much of his ca-
reer to public service. He first came to 
the Senate in 2006 as a detailee from 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, NOAA, where he was 
serving as an NOAA Corps officer. The 
CJS Subcommittee needed an expert 
on all things NOAA, and Jeremy was 
brought to our attention as someone 
knowledgeable, capable, and ready to 
take on the challenge. He did not dis-
appoint. 

After his first stint at CJS, Jeremy 
returned to NOAA, but his knowledge 
and skills brought him back to the 
Senate in 2008. He initially worked on 
CJS for Senator Barbara Mikulski and 
then later as my subcommittee clerk. 
Jeremy is one of the few people on the 
Senate Appropriations Committee who 
has served as a clerk for both sides of 
the aisle. His honesty, integrity, and 
thoughtfulness have assisted in moving 
legislation through difficult situations. 
As can be witnessed by his dedicated 
work on behalf of both sides of the 
aisle, Jeremy is truly a consummate 
professional. His dealings with the 
members and staff in the Senate, both 
Republican and Democrat alike, are 
qualities that we all should strive to 
emulate. 

Jeremy’s first love is the ocean, hav-
ing served as the first executive officer 
of the Okeanos Explorer, as well as at 
NOAA. He carried that forward on CJS 
as he made sure that while we modern-

ized our Nation’s weather forecast sys-
tem and took the first steps to make 
major capital investments in the 
NOAA fleet, we did so in a responsible 
manner. Jeremy helped ensure that our 
Nation’s fisheries are managed respon-
sibly and was always able to thread the 
needle in balancing the many differing 
interests. Jeremy’s passion for explo-
ration also helped guarantee that 
America has the vehicles and tech-
nology to further explore space with 
telescopes, satellites, and humans. He 
assisted in building the space launch 
system, but also kept an eye on the 
next generation of scientific explo-
ration—everything from the James 
Webb Space Telescope to Mars rovers 
to Europa. 

Jeremy embraced the justice portion 
of the CJS portfolio by promoting pub-
lic safety, overseeing the current home 
of the FBI’s Terrorist Explosive Device 
Analytical Center, and being instru-
mental in implementing the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s 21st century 
facilities plan. 

Most importantly, Jeremy ap-
proached his work with an essential ap-
propriator’s attitude: Let’s get the job 
done. He was always ready to listen to 
members and their staffs, as well as ex-
perts from the agencies and outside 
communities. Every year, Jeremy 
worked tirelessly to craft a bill that 
garnered wide bipartisan support, and 
every year, he got the job done. 

As Jeremy leaves the Senate after a 
decade of hard work and dedicated pub-
lic service, he leaves the Committee on 
Appropriations in a better place, with a 
long list of accomplishments that have 
bettered our Nation. He also leaves 
many colleagues that are sad to see 
him go. 

I want to thank Jeremy for his hon-
orable service. I join the entire com-
mittee in wishing him continued suc-
cess in his future endeavors and contin-
ued happiness in the years to come. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING ROBERT JOSEPH 
BURKE 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, 
today I wish to honor the memory of 
the late Robert Joseph Burke of Hobo-
ken, NJ, who passed away last month. 
On this day, March 21, 2018, Mr. Burke 
would have celebrated his 85th birth-
day. I had the pleasure of knowing 
Robert Burke personally, and I know 
that his legacy will continue to be cele-
brated through the times he shared 
with us. 

Mr. Burke was born in Yonkers, NY 
in 1933. He served our Nation in the 
U.S. Army during the Korean war. 
After his military service, Robert led a 
successful business career as the chief 
executive officer of Union Dry Dock & 
Repair and the chairman of the Board 
of Hudson United Bancorp. Burke was 
also active within the Irish-American 
community through the Society of the 

Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in New 
York City. 

Robert was a beloved husband to his 
wife, Mariella, and a dedicated father 
to his five children Mary Lou Kenny, 
Robert P. Burke, Laureen Flock, Susan 
Quinn, and Claudia Cytrynbaum. Rob-
ert had 15 grandchildren, and I have no 
doubt that his memory lives on 
through each and every one of them.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:03 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, without amendment: 

S. 2040. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
621 Kansas Avenue in Atchison, Kansas, as 
the ‘‘Amelia Earhart Post Office Building’’. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 4463. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 6 Doyers Street in New York, New York, 
as the ‘‘Mabel Lee Memorial Post Office’’. 

H.R. 4566. An act to amend the Dodd-Frank 
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act to provide relief to nonbanks from 
certain stress test requirements under such 
Act. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 11:25 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 2030. An act to deem the compliance 
date for amended energy conservation stand-
ards for ceiling fan light kits to be January 
21, 2020, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 
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MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 4463. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 6 Doyers Street in New York, New York, 
as the ‘‘Mabel Lee Memorial Post Office’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 4566. An act to amend the Dodd-Frank 
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act to provide relief to nonbanks from 
certain stress test requirements under such 
Act; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 

S. 2213. A bill to authorize Pacific Historic 
Parks to establish a commemorative display 
to honor members of the United States 
Armed Forces who served in the Pacific The-
ater of World War II, and for other purposes 
(Rept. No. 115–215). 
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