March 22, 2018

I thank Chairman COCHRAN’s staff for
all their hard work on this bill. Par-
ticularly, I want to thank Bruce Evans
and Fitzhugh Elder. They both have
had long careers in the U.S. Senate.
They share Chairman COCHRAN’s dedi-
cation to this institution and his dedi-
cation to his own State of Mississippi,
and they have been a pleasure for me
and my staff to work with.

I say this to the Appropriations Com-
mittee staff—both the Democrats and
the Republicans, some who are in the
Chamber today—I thank you for the
long nights and weekends you worked
to get this bill across the finish line.
We could not have done it without your
hard work. I hope you will soon be able
to spend time with your families and
friends. I am sure they remember what
you looked like since you left to con-
tinue this work. Certainly, we Senators
know what you look like because we
have seen you practically around the
clock. The work has been worth it. Be-
cause of the tremendous work the staff
on both sides of the aisle and the lead-
ership staff have done, I urge an ‘“‘aye”’
vote on this bill. When we can, I hope
this body will give a resounding aye
and send the bill to the President.

I don’t see any Senator seeking rec-
ognition, so I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
CAPITO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MEASURE READ THE FIRST TIME—S. 2629

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I understand there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2629) to improve postal oper-
ations, service, and transparency.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I now ask for a
second reading and, in order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will receive its second read-
ing on the next legislative day.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. MCcCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session for the
en bloc consideration of the following
nominations: Executive Calendar Nos.
762, 763, and 764.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate vote on the
nominations en bloc with no inter-
vening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table en bloc; that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion; that no further motions be in
order; and that any statements relat-
ing to the nominations be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nominations of
Thomas T. Cullen, of Virginia, to be
United States Attorney for the West-
ern District of Virginia for the term of
four years; Robert K. Hur, of Maryland,
to be United States Attorney for the
District of Maryland for the term of
four years; and David C. Joseph, of
Louisiana, to be United States Attor-
ney for the Western District of Lou-
isiana for the term of four years?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 330 and 331.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate vote on the
nominations en bloc with no inter-
vening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table en bloc; that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion; that no further motions be in
order; and that any statements relat-
ing to the nominations be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nominations of
Steven T. Mnuchin, of California, to be
United States Governor of the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment, United States Governor of
the African Development Fund, and
United States Governor of the Asian
Development Bank; and Steven T.
Mnuchin, of California, to be United
States Governor of the International
Monetary Fund, United States Gov-
ernor of the African Development
Bank, United States Governor of the
Inter-American Development Bank,
and United States Governor of the
International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development for a term of five
years?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

S1931

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the
following nomination: Executive Cal-
endar No. 721.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Anne Marie
White, of Michigan, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Energy (Environmental
Management).

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate vote on the
nomination with no intervening action
or debate; that if confirmed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nomination be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the White nomina-
tion?

The nomination was confirmed.

——————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent the Senate
proceed to the consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination: Executive Calendar
No. 722.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Brent K. Park, of Tennessee, to be Dep-
uty Administrator for Defense Nuclear
Nonproliferation, National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nomination with no in-
tervening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action;
that no further motions be in order;
and that any statements relating to
the nomination be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Park nomina-
tion?

The nomination was confirmed.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 723 and 725.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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