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His word is his bond. The Senate is a
better place because of his service, and
we will miss him. Rather than feel sor-
row over his imminent departure, I feel
gratitude that we are so fortunate he
chose a life of public service and I have
had the privilege of serving with him
here in the Senate for the past 12
years.

I wish all the best for our dear friend
from Mississippi, his wife, Kay, and the
rest of his family and thank them for
their willingness to share him with us.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I wanted
to pay tribute to my colleague THAD
COCHRAN as he retires from the Senate
after almost 40 years of service.

Former Senator Margaret Chase
Smith once said, ‘‘Public service must
be more than doing a job efficiently
and honestly. It must be complete dedi-
cation to the people and the nation.”
Senator THAD COCHRAN brought that
dedication to the Senate every day.
During his tenure, Senator COCHRAN
has served as chairman of the Senate
Agriculture Committee and the Senate
Appropriations Committee, using those
positions to help the people of Mis-
sissippi. The Senator’s commitment to
help alleviate the poverty in the Mis-
sissippi delta is well documented.

As Senator COCHRAN ends this chap-
ter of his life, I wish him well and
thank him for the decency and cour-
tesy that he consistently brought to
the Senate. We are better for it.

REMEMBERING LOUISE
SLAUGHTER

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I am
deeply saddened by the recent death of
my friend and colleague, Representa-
tive LOUISE SLAUGHTER. We served to-
gether in the House of Representatives
and on the Helsinki Commission, which
monitors human rights commitments
across the globe. Her time on the Com-
mission is one of the many examples of
her unwavering commitment to justice
and human dignity.

Louise first became interested in the
Helsinki Commission’s work in the
early 1990s when she joined congres-
sional efforts to address the mass rape
of women and girls as a deliberate and
systematic part of the ethnic cleansing
campaign in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
In her calls for justice, she worked to
ensure that rape wouldn’t be consid-
ered as unfortunate violence incidental
to conflict, but as a war crime and
crime against humanity to be pros-
ecuted as such. Her commitment to
peace, justice, and reconciliation in
Bosnia and the Balkans extended well
beyond the period of conflict. In 2009,
she joined a Helsinki Commission dele-
gation I led to Sarajevo, where she
championed the efforts of university
students who saw the politics of eth-
nicity and nationalism—and the cor-
ruption it perpetuates—as denying
them opportunities for a brighter fu-
ture in a more prosperous Bosnia. She
also worked to ensure those guilty of
war crimes in the former Yugoslavia
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were prosecuted and to provide human-
itarian relief to victims of the conflict.

As part of her efforts to promote
human rights around the world, we
traveled together on a commission del-
egation to Greece in 1998 to advance
the rights of Roma, Europe’s largest
ethnic minority population that his-
torically faced persecution, were the
victims of genocide during the Second
World War, and continue to face dis-
proportionate levels of racism and dis-
crimination to this day.

Few other Members of Congress,
House or Senate, matched her ongoing
and effective engagement. During her
time on the Helsinki Commission, Lou-
ise represented the United States at
numerous meetings of the Organization
for Security and Co-operation In Eu-
rope, OSCE, Parliamentary Assembly,
an interparliamentary body which has
encouraged diplomats to focus on
issues of concern and importance to
the United States, especially human
rights and fundamental freedoms.
From 1993 to 2010, she participated in
more than a dozen assembly meetings
as a member of U.S. delegations, help-
ing to show the depth of our country’s
commitment to transatlantic rela-
tions.

LOUISE was born in Kentucky. Her fa-
ther was a blacksmith for a coal mine.
She had a sister who died of pneumonia
as a child, which impelled Louise to
pursue degrees in microbiology and
public health at the University of Ken-
tucky. She moved to New York to work
for Procter & Gamble and was elected
to the New York State Assembly in
1982 and then to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in 1986. We were House
freshmen together. She coauthored the
Violence Against Women Act—VAWA—
secured funding for breast cancer re-
search, and was responsible for estab-
lishing an office of research on wom-
en’s health at the National Institutes
of Health, NIH. In 2007, she became the
first woman in U.S. history to chair
the House Committee on Rules.

LOUISE was legendary in the Roch-
ester area as her constituents know
well. Her background as a microbiolo-
gist shaped her priorities in securing
infrastructure upgrades, research fund-
ing for local universities, and bringing
two manufacturing institutes to the
area. She most recently secured fund-
ing for Rochester’s new Amtrak sta-
tion, which is rightfully being renamed
in her memory.

LOUISE was universally respected,
and it has been an honor to call her a
friend and colleague, as well as to have
served on the Helsinki Commission
with her for two decades. My thoughts
and prayers go out to her children and
the rest of her family, friends, and con-
stituents during this difficult time.
She had an extraordinary life and her
myriad accomplishments on behalf of
her constituents, other New Yorkers,
all Americans, and indeed all of hu-
manity secure her legacy and are a
wonderful testament of her commit-
ment to public service.

S1941

NATIONAL STOP THE BLEED DAY

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
would like to take the time to recog-
nize March 31, 2018, as National Stop
the Bleed Day. Stop the Bleed is a pro-
gram offered by the American College
of Surgeons to help educate the general
public on techniques to assist victims
suffering from uncontrolled bleeding
using direct pressure, gauze and ban-
dages, and tourniquets. As someone
who has personally been trained to
“Stop the Bleed,” I can attest to its
importance and value.

Each year, more than 180,000 people
die from traumatic injuries sustained
as a result of events including vehicle
crashes, falls, industrial and farm acci-
dents, shootings, and natural disasters.
The most common preventable cause of
these deaths is losing too much blood
in the minutes before trained respond-
ers arrive. Just like CPR training, a ci-
vilian familiar with basic bleeding con-
trol techniques is better equipped to
save a life. The effort to make this
training available to the public is driv-
en by the goal to reduce or eliminate
preventable death from bleeding.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
recognizing National Stop the Bleed
Day so that we may raise awareness
and work to end the loss of life from

uncontrolled bleeding by getting
trained to ‘“‘Stop the Bleed.”
————
WEEK ON THE STATUS OF BLACK
WOMEN

Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, on be-
half of myself and Senator Gillibrand,
we rise to request that, for the 4th year
in a row, the U.S. Government offi-
cially recognize the last week in March
as the Week on the Status of Black
Women. During the week of March 26,
2018, as part of Women’s History Month
and in honor of the UN International
Decade for People of African Descent,
several leading social justice organiza-
tions will be holding events across the
country to honor Black women’s mo-
mentous contributions to our country
and to shed light on the struggles
Black women continue to face in Amer-
ican society.

Black women have long gone above
and beyond the call of duty in their
contributions to American civic soci-
ety, particularly when it comes to
voter turnout and political participa-
tion. They have routinely stepped up as
leaders and bulwarks in their commu-
nities, sacrificing their own health and
time for the betterment of others. Even
in the face of grave oppression dating
back to our Nation’s origins, Black
women have continued to stand strong
and contribute to the well-being of
families, communities, the economy,
and our country as a whole. A recogni-
tion of the Week on the Status of
Black Women would send a critical
message that the government wishes to
elevate Black women’s role in history
and contemporary society and recog-
nizes the unique struggles they con-
tinue to experience today.
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