
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1952 March 22, 2018 
SENATE RESOLUTION 443—RECOG-

NIZING THE 197TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
GREECE AND CELEBRATING DE-
MOCRACY IN GREECE AND THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mr. REED, Mr. CASEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. ENZI, 
Mr. NELSON, Mr. COONS, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. PERDUE) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 443 

Whereas the people of ancient Greece de-
veloped the concept of democracy, in which 
the supreme power to govern was vested in 
the people; 

Whereas the founding fathers of the United 
States, many of whom read Greek political 
philosophy in the original Greek language, 
drew heavily on the political experience and 
philosophy of ancient Greece in forming the 
representative democracy of the United 
States; 

Whereas Petros Mavromichalis, the former 
Commander in Chief of Greece and a founder 
of the modern Greek state, said to the citi-
zens of the United States in 1821, ‘‘It is in 
your land that liberty has fixed her abode 
and . . . in imitating you, we shall imitate 
our ancestors and be thought worthy of them 
if we succeed in resembling you.’’; 

Whereas the Greek national anthem, the 
‘‘Hymn to Liberty’’, includes the words, 
‘‘most heartily was gladdened George Wash-
ington’s brave land’’; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
generously offered humanitarian assistance 
to the people of Greece during their struggle 
for independence; 

Whereas Greece heroically resisted Axis 
forces at a crucial moment in World War II, 
forcing Adolf Hitler to change his timeline 
and delaying the attack on Russia; 

Whereas Winston Churchill said that ‘‘if 
there had not been the virtue and courage of 
the Greeks, we do not know which the out-
come of World War II would have been’’ and 
‘‘no longer will we say that Greeks fight like 
heroes, but that heroes fight like Greeks’’; 

Whereas hundreds of thousands of the peo-
ple of Greece were killed during World War 
II; 

Whereas Greece consistently allied with 
the United States in major international 
conflicts throughout the 20th century; 

Whereas Greece is a strategic partner and 
ally of the United States in bringing polit-
ical stability and economic development to 
the volatile Balkan region, having invested 
billions of dollars in the countries of the re-
gion and having contributed more than 
$750,000,000 in development aid for the region; 

Whereas the Government and people of 
Greece actively participate in peacekeeping 
and peace-building operations conducted by 
international organizations, including the 
United Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, the European Union, and the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation 
in Europe; 

Whereas Greece received worldwide praise 
for its extraordinary handling during the 
2004 Olympic Games of more than 14,000 ath-
letes and more than 2,000,000 spectators and 
journalists, a feat the Government and peo-
ple of Greece handled efficiently, securely, 
and with hospitality; 

Whereas Greece, located in a region where 
Christianity meets Islam and Judaism, 
maintains excellent relations with Muslim 
countries and Israel; 

Whereas Greece remains an integral part of 
the European Union; 

Whereas the Government of Greece has 
taken important steps in recent years to fur-
ther cross-cultural understanding, rap-
prochement, and cooperation in various 
fields with Turkey, and has also improved its 
relations with other countries in the region, 
including Israel, thus enhancing the sta-
bility of the wider region; 

Whereas the Governments and people of 
Greece and the United States are at the fore-
front of efforts to advance freedom, democ-
racy, peace, stability, and human rights; 

Whereas those efforts and similar ideals 
have forged a close bond between the people 
of Greece and the United States; and 

Whereas it is proper and desirable for the 
United States to celebrate March 25, 2018, 
Greek Independence Day, with the people of 
Greece and to reaffirm the democratic prin-
ciples from which those two great countries 
were founded: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) extends warm congratulations and best 

wishes to the people of Greece as they cele-
brate the 197th anniversary of the independ-
ence of Greece; 

(2) expresses support for the principles of 
democratic governance to which the people 
of Greece are committed; and 

(3) notes the important role that Greece 
has played in the wider European region and 
in the community of nations since gaining 
its independence 197 years ago. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 444—RECOG-
NIZING THE HERITAGE, CUL-
TURE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
AMERICAN INDIAN, ALASKA NA-
TIVE, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN 
WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES 
Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 

UDALL, Mr. HOEVEN, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. 
HARRIS, Ms. HEITKAMP, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. TESTER, Ms. SMITH, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. DAINES, 
Mr. LANKFORD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Mr. SANDERS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs: 

S. RES. 444 

Whereas the United States celebrates Na-
tional Women’s History Month every March 
to recognize and honor the achievements of 
women throughout the history of the United 
States; 

Whereas an estimated 3,081,000 American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian 
women live in the United States; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women helped shape 
the history of their communities, Tribes, and 
the United States; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women contribute to 
their communities, Tribes, and the United 
States through work in many industries, in-
cluding business, education, science, medi-
cine, literature, fine arts, military service, 
and public service; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have fought to 
defend and protect the sovereign rights of 
Native Nations; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have dem-
onstrated resilience and courage in the face 

of a history of threatened existence, con-
stant removals, and relocations; 

Whereas more than 6,000 American Indian, 
Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian women 
bravely serve as members of the United 
States Armed Forces; 

Whereas more than 17,000 American Indian, 
Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian women 
are veterans who have made lasting con-
tributions to the United States military; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women broke down his-
torical gender barriers to enlistment in the 
military, including— 

(1) Inupiat Eskimo sharpshooter Laura 
Beltz Wright of the Alaska Territorial Guard 
during World War II; and 

(2) Minnie Spotted Wolf of the Blackfeet 
Tribe, the first Native American woman to 
enlist in the United States Marine Corps in 
1943; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have made the 
ultimate sacrifice for the United States, in-
cluding Lori Ann Piestewa, a member of the 
Hopi Tribe and the first woman in the United 
States military killed in the Iraq War in 
2003; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have contrib-
uted to the economic development of Native 
Nations and the United States as a whole, in-
cluding Elouise Cobell of the Blackfeet 
Tribe, a recipient of the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, who— 

(1) served as the treasurer of her Tribe; 
(2) founded the first Tribally-owned na-

tional bank; and 
(3) led the fight against Federal mis-

management of funds held in trust for more 
than 500,000 Native Americans; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women own an esti-
mated 154,900 businesses; 

Whereas these Native women-owned busi-
nesses employ more than 50,000 workers and 
generate over $10,000,000,000 in revenues as of 
2016; 

Whereas American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive women have opened an average of more 
than 17 new businesses each day since 2007; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have made sig-
nificant contributions to the field of medi-
cine, including Susan La Flesche Picotte of 
the Omaha Tribe, who is widely acknowl-
edged as the first Native American to earn a 
medical degree; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have contrib-
uted to important scientific advancements, 
including— 

(1) Floy Agnes Lee of Santa Clara Pueblo, 
who— 

(A) worked on the Manhattan Project 
during World War II; and 

(B) pioneered research on radiation biol-
ogy and cancer; and 

(2) Native Hawaiian Isabella Kauakea Yau 
Yung Aiona Abbott, who— 

(A) was the first woman on the biological 
sciences faculty at Stanford University; and 

(B) was awarded the highest award in 
marine botany from the National Academy 
of Sciences, the Gilbert Morgan Smith 
medal, in 1997; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have achieved 
distinctive honors in the art of dance, in-
cluding Maria Tall Chief of the Osage Nation 
the first major prima ballerina of the United 
States and was a recipient of a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Kennedy Cen-
ter; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have accom-
plished notable literary achievements, in-
cluding Northern Paiute author Sarah 
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Winnemucca Hopkins who wrote and pub-
lished one of the first Native American auto-
biographies in United States history in 1883; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have regularly 
led efforts to revitalize and maintain Native 
cultures and languages, including— 

(1) Tewa linguist and teacher Esther Mar-
tinez, who developed a Tewa dictionary and 
was credited with revitalizing the Tewa lan-
guage; and 

(2) Native Hawaiian scholar Mary Kawena 
Pukui, who published more than 50 academic 
works and was considered the most noted 
Hawaiian translator of the 20th century; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have excelled in 
athletic competition and created opportuni-
ties for other female athletes within their 
sport, including Rell Kapoliokaehukai Sunn 
who— 

(1) ranked as longboard surfing champion 
of the world; and 

(2) co-founded the Women’s Professional 
Surfing Association in 1975, the first profes-
sional surfing tour for women; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have played a 
vital role in advancing civil rights, pro-
tecting human rights, and safeguarding the 
environment, including Elizabeth Wana-
maker Peratrovich of the Tlingit Nation who 
helped secure the passage of the Anti-Dis-
crimination Act of 1945 of the Alaska Terri-
tory, the first anti-discrimination law in the 
United States; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have succeeded 
as judges, attorneys, and legal advocates, in-
cluding Eliza ‘‘Lyda’’ Conley, a Wyandot- 
American lawyer and the first Native woman 
admitted to argue a case before the United 
States Supreme Court in 1909; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have paved the 
way for women in the law, including Native 
Hawaiian Emma Kailikapiolono Metcalf 
Beckley Nakuina who served as the first fe-
male judge in Hawaii; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women are dedicated 
public servants, holding important positions 
in State governments, local governments, 
the Federal judicial branch, and the Federal 
executive Branches; 

Whereas American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive women have served as remarkable Trib-
al councilwomen, Tribal court judges, and 
Tribal leaders, including Wilma Mankiller, 
the first woman elected to serve as Principal 
Chief of the Cherokee Nation who fought for 
Tribal self-determination and improvement 
of the community infrastructure of her 
Tribe; 

Whereas Native Hawaiian women have also 
led their People through notable acts of pub-
lic service, including Kaahumanu who was 
the first Native Hawaiian woman to serve as 
regent of the Kingdom of Hawaii; 

Whereas the United States should continue 
to invest in the future of American Indian, 
Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian women 
to address the barriers they face, including 
access to justice, health care, and opportuni-
ties for educational and economic advance-
ment; and 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women are the life 
givers, the culture bearers, and the care-
takers of Native peoples who have made pre-
cious contributions enriching the lives of all 
people of the United States: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) celebrates and honors the successes of 

American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native 
Hawaiian women and the contributions they 

have made and continue to make to the 
United States; and 

(2) recognizes the importance of supporting 
equity, providing safety, and upholding the 
interests of American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 445—MARK-
ING THE 6-MONTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE DEVASTATION OF PUER-
TO RICO AND THE UNITED 
STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS BY 
HURRICANE MARIA 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 

RUBIO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CASEY, 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. NELSON, 
Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. WYDEN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 445 
Whereas, on September 13, 2017, the Na-

tional Hurricane Center began tracking a 
tropical wave that ultimately became Hurri-
cane Maria; 

Whereas Hurricane Maria became the 
tenth most intense Atlantic hurricane on 
record and the most intense tropical storm 
of the 2017 season; 

Whereas, on September 20, 2017, Hurricane 
Maria made landfall in Puerto Rico as a Cat-
egory 4 storm with sustained wind speeds of 
155 miles per hour; 

Whereas Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico 
and the United States Virgin Islands (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘‘U.S. Vir-
gin Islands’’) just 14 days after Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands were hit by Hur-
ricane Irma; 

Whereas, on March 20, 2018, the people of 
the United States that live in Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands will mark 6 
months since Hurricane Maria nearly de-
stroyed Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands; 

Whereas, 6 months since Hurricane Maria 
made landfall in Puerto Rico, more than 
120,000 people are still without electricity, 
and hundreds of thousands of people con-
tinue to lose power on a temporary basis; 

Whereas Puerto Rico remains under a state 
of emergency and reconstruction efforts are 
still underway; 

Whereas tens of thousands of people in 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands are 
still awaiting permanent shelter; 

Whereas more than 67,000 households in 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands 
needed blue roof tarps as a form of tem-
porary roofing for homes; 

Whereas Puerto Rico was struggling with a 
severe debt crisis and a deteriorating health 
care system prior to Hurricane Maria, the ef-
fects of which have exacerbated the suffering 
in Puerto Rico; 

Whereas more than 700,000 cubic yards of 
debris, or the equivalent of 190 Olympic-sized 
swimming pools, have been collected in the 
U.S. Virgin Islands; 

Whereas approximately 3,900,000 cubic 
yards of debris need removal from Puerto 
Rico; 

Whereas, when calculating customer hours 
of lost electricity service, Puerto Rico is ex-
periencing the longest blackout in the his-
tory of the United States; 

Whereas thousands of Puerto Ricans have 
relocated to the mainland of the United 
States as a result of Hurricane Maria; 

Whereas the official death toll from Hurri-
cane Maria stands at 64 victims in Puerto 
Rico; and 

Whereas research suggests that the actual 
direct and indirect death toll from Hurricane 

Maria in Puerto Rico may be more than 1,000 
victims: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) remains profoundly concerned with the 

continuing crisis plaguing Puerto Rico and 
the United States Virgin Islands (referred to 
in this resolving clause as the ‘‘U.S. Virgin 
Islands’’) as a result of Hurricane Maria; and 

(2) pledges continued support to— 
(A) the millions of citizens of the United 

States living in Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands; and 

(B) to the citizens of the United States who 
have relocated from Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands to the mainland of the 
United States in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Maria. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 446—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 25, 2018, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL CEREBRAL PALSY 
AWARENESS DAY’’ 

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, and Ms. HASSAN) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 446 

Whereas a group of permanent disorders of 
the development of movement and posture 
that are attributed to nonprogressive dis-
turbances that occur in the developing brain 
is referred to as ‘‘cerebral palsy’’; 

Whereas cerebral palsy, the most common 
motor disability in children, is caused by 
damage to 1 or more specific areas of the de-
veloping brain, which usually occurs during 
fetal development before, during, or after 
birth; 

Whereas the majority of children who have 
cerebral palsy are born with cerebral palsy, 
but cerebral palsy may be undetected for 
months or years; 

Whereas 75 percent of individuals with cer-
ebral palsy also have 1 or more develop-
mental disabilities, including epilepsy, intel-
lectual disability, autism, visual impair-
ment, or blindness; 

Whereas, according to information re-
leased by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention— 

(1) the prevalence of cerebral palsy is not 
changing over time; and 

(2) an estimated 1 in 323 children has cere-
bral palsy; 

Whereas approximately 764,000 individuals 
in the United States are affected by cerebral 
palsy; 

Whereas, although there is no cure for cer-
ebral palsy, treatment often improves the 
capabilities of a child with cerebral palsy; 

Whereas scientists and researchers are 
hopeful for breakthroughs in cerebral palsy 
research; 

Whereas researchers across the United 
States conduct important research projects 
involving cerebral palsy; and 

Whereas the Senate can raise awareness of 
cerebral palsy in the public and the medical 
community: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 25, 2018, as ‘‘National 

Cerebral Palsy Awareness Day’’; 
(2) encourages each individual in the 

United States to become better informed 
about and aware of cerebral palsy; and 

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Executive Director of Reaching 
for the Stars: A Foundation of Hope for Chil-
dren with Cerebral Palsy. 
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