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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
was agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res. 85), as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble in the nature of a sub-
stitute was agreed to.

The preamble, as
agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, as amended, reads as follows:

S. RES. 85

Whereas United States citizen Robert
Levinson is a retired agent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), a resident of
Coral Springs, Florida, the husband of Chris-
tine Levinson, father of their seven children,
and grandfather of their six grandchildren;

Whereas Robert Levinson traveled from
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, to Kish Island,
Iran, on March 8, 2007;

Whereas after traveling to Kish Island and
checking into the Hotel Maryam, Robert
Levinson disappeared on March 9, 2007;

Whereas in December 2007, Robert
Levinson’s wife, Christine, traveled to Kish
Island to retrace Mr. Levinson’s steps and
met with officials of the Government of Iran
who pledged to help in the investigation;

Whereas for 10 years, the United States
Government has continually pressed the
Government of Iran to provide any informa-
tion on the whereabouts of Robert Levinson
and to help ensure his prompt and safe re-
turn to his family;

Whereas officials of the Government of
Iran promised their continued assistance to
the relatives of Robert Levinson during the
visit of the family to the Islamic Republic of
Iran in December 2007;

Whereas in November 2010, the Levinson
family received a video of Mr. Levinson in
captivity, representing the first proof of life
since his disappearance and providing some
initial indications that he was being held
somewhere in southwest Asia;

Whereas in April 2011, the Levinson family
received a series of pictures of Mr. Levinson,
which provided further indications that he
was being held somewhere in southwest Asia;

Whereas Secretary of State John Kerry
stated on August 28, 2013, ‘“The United States
respectfully asks the Government of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to work cooperatively
with us in our efforts to help U.S. citizen
Robert Levinson.”’;

Whereas, on September 28, 2013, during the
first direct phone conversation between the
heads of governments of the United States
and Iran since 1979, President Barack Obama
raised the case of Robert Levinson to Presi-
dent of Iran Hassan Rouhani and urged the
President of Iran to help locate Mr. Levinson
and reunite him with his family;

Whereas, on August 29, 2014, Secretary of
State Kerry again stated that the United
States ‘‘respectfully request[s] the Govern-
ment of the Islamic Republic of Iran work
cooperatively with us to find Mr. Levinson
and bring him home’’;

Whereas, on January 16, 2016, the Govern-
ment of Iran released five United States citi-
zens detained in Iran;

Whereas, on January 17, 2016, President
Obama stated that ‘‘even as we rejoice in the
safe return of others, we will never forget
about Bob,” referring to Robert Levinson,
and that ‘“‘each and every day but especially
today our hearts are with the Levinson fam-
ily and we will never rest until their family
is whole again’’;

Whereas, on January 19, 2016, White House
Press Secretary Josh Earnest stated that the
United States Government had ‘‘secured a

amended, was

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

commitment from the Iranians to use the
channel that has now been opened to secure
the release of those individuals that we know
were being held by Iran . . . to try and gath-
er information about Mr. Levinson’s possible
whereabouts’’;

Whereas the Government of Iran’s most re-
cent commitment to assist in locating and
returning Bob Levinson has not yielded any
meaningful results;

Whereas, on November 23, 2016, the United
Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Deten-
tion (UNWGAD) adopted Opinion No. 50/2016,
concerning Robert Levinson in which the
UNWGAD found Iran responsible for the ar-
bitrary detention of Mr. Levinson;

Whereas, on November 26, 2013, Mr.
Levinson became the longest held United
States civilian in our Nation’s history; and

Whereas the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion continues to offer up to a $5,000,000 re-
ward for information leading to Mr.
Levinson’s safe return: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that March 9, 2017, marked 10
years since the disappearance of Robert
Levinson from Kish Island, Iran;

(2) recognizes that Robert Levinson is the
longest held United States civilian in our
Nation’s history;

(3) notes that repeated pledges by officials
of the Government of Iran to provide their
Government’s assistance in the case of Rob-
ert Levinson have not led to any meaningful
progress in locating or returning Robert
Levinson;

(4) urges the Government of Iran to take
meaningful steps towards fulfilling its re-
peated promises to assist in locating and re-
turning Robert Levinson, including imme-
diately providing all available information
from all entities of the Government of Iran
regarding the disappearance of Robert
Levinson to the United States Government;

(5) urges the President and the allies of the
United States to continue to press the Gov-
ernment of Iran at every opportunity to lo-
cate and return Robert Levinson, notwith-
standing ongoing and serious disagreements
the United States Government has with the
Government of Iran on a broad array of
issues, including Iran’s ballistic missile pro-
gram, sponsorship of international ter-
rorism, and human rights abuses;

(6) notes that in addition to these other se-
rious issues, further delay in locating and re-
turning Robert Levinson remains a signifi-
cant obstacle to improving United States-
Iran relations; and

(7) expresses sympathy to the family of
Robert Levinson for their anguish and ex-
presses hope that their ordeal can be brought
to an end in the near future.

———

CONGRATULATING THE BALTIC
STATES OF ESTONIA, LATVIA,
AND LITHUANIA ON THE 100TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THEIR DEC-
LARATIONS OF INDEPENDENCE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 356, S. Res. 432.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 432) congratulating
the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania on the 100th anniversary of their
declarations of independence.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
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which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment, as follows:

(The part of the resolution intended
to be stricken is shown in boldface
brackets and the part of the resolution
intended to be inserted is shown in
italic.)

S. RES. 432

Whereas, in 1918, the people of Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania declared their inde-
pendence on February 24, November 18, and

February 16, respectively, as sovereign,
democratic countries;
Whereas, on July 28, 1922, the United

States formally recognized Estonia, Latvia,
and Lithuania as independent countries;

Whereas the United States refused to rec-
ognize the Soviet Union’s forcible incorpora-
tion of the Baltic states;

Whereas, in August 1991, the Baltic states
regained their de facto independence from
the Soviet Union, and on September 2, 1991,
President George H.W. Bush recognized the
restoration of their independence, reestab-
lishing full diplomatic relations between the
United States and Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania several days later;

Whereas, in the United States, commu-
nities of Baltic descent have contributed sig-
nificantly to American culture, prosperity,
and security and have helped strengthen
United States relations with the Baltic
states;

Whereas relations between the United
States and Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania
have developed into a robust partnership
based on shared values and principles, in-
cluding respect for the rule of law, human
rights, freedom of speech, and free trade;

Whereas Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania
have shown their resolve as responsible and
dedicated members of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) by contributing
to regional and global security, including to
operations in Afghanistan;

Whereas the Baltic states have been lead-
ers in addressing and combatting 21st cen-
tury security threats, exemplified by their
active leadership and advancement of the
NATO Cooperative Cyber Defense Center of
Excellence in Estonia, the NATO Strategic
Communications Center of Excellence in
Latvia, and the NATO Energy Security Cen-
ter of Excellence in Lithuania; and

Whereas Russia’s continued aggressive and
provocative actions against its neighboring
countries, including violations of sovereign
Baltic airspace, test both the region and the
NATO alliance: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the people of Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania on the occasion of the
100th anniversary of their declarations of
independence;

(2) commends the people and Governments
of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania for their
successful reforms and remarkable economic
growth since 1991;

(3) applauds the productive partnership the
United States enjoys with the Baltic states
in many spheres, including NATO;

(4) recognizes the determination of the
Governments of Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania to strengthen transatlantic security
through defense spending and host nation
support for NATO deployments;

[(5) recognizes the commitment among the
Baltic states to further respect for the val-
ues of democracy and human rights within
their own countries and abroad; and]l

[(6) reiterates the continued support of
Congress]

(5) commends the Baltic states for their com-
mitment to democracy and respect for human
rights and for their leadership in furthering
these values abroad,; and
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(6) reiterates the continued support of the
Senate for the European Deterrence Initia-
tive as a means for enhancing deterrence and
increasing military capabilities on NATO’s
eastern flank.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the committee-reported
amendment be agreed to, the resolu-
tion, as amended, be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
was agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. RES. 432

Whereas in 1918, the people of Estonia, Lat-
via, and Lithuania declared their independ-
ence on February 24, November 18, and Feb-
ruary 16, respectively, as sovereign, demo-
cratic countries;

Whereas, on July 28, 1922, the TUnited
States formally recognized Estonia, Latvia,
and Lithuania as independent countries;

Whereas the United States refused to rec-
ognize the Soviet Union’s forcible incorpora-
tion of the Baltic states;

Whereas in August 1991, the Baltic states
regained their de facto independence from
the Soviet Union, and on September 2, 1991,
President George H.W. Bush recognized the
restoration of their independence, reestab-
lishing full diplomatic relations between the
United States and Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania several days later;

Whereas in the United States, commu-
nities of Baltic descent have contributed sig-
nificantly to American culture, prosperity,
and security and have helped strengthen
United States relations with the Baltic
states;

Whereas relations between the TUnited
States and Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania
have developed into a robust partnership
based on shared values and principles, in-
cluding respect for the rule of law, human
rights, freedom of speech, and free trade;

Whereas Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania
have shown their resolve as responsible and
dedicated members of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) by contributing
to regional and global security, including to
operations in Afghanistan;

Whereas the Baltic states have been lead-
ers in addressing and combatting 21st cen-
tury security threats, exemplified by their
active leadership and advancement of the
NATO Cooperative Cyber Defense Center of
Excellence in Estonia, the NATO Strategic
Communications Center of Excellence in
Latvia, and the NATO Energy Security Cen-
ter of Excellence in Lithuania; and

Whereas Russia’s continued aggressive and
provocative actions against its neighboring
countries, including violations of sovereign
Baltic airspace, test both the region and the
NATO alliance: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the people of Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania on the occasion of the
100th anniversary of their declarations of
independence;

(2) commends the people and Governments
of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania for their
successful reforms and remarkable economic
growth since 1991;

(3) applauds the productive partnership the
United States enjoys with the Baltic states
in many spheres, including NATO;
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(4) recognizes the determination of the
Governments of Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania to strengthen transatlantic security
through defense spending and host nation
support for NATO deployments;

(5) commends the Baltic states for their
commitment to democracy and respect for
human rights and for their leadership in fur-
thering these values abroad; and

(6) reiterates the continued support of the
Senate for the European Deterrence Initia-
tive as a means for enhancing deterrence and
increasing military capabilities on NATO’s
eastern flank.

———————

KEEP AMERICA’S REFUGES
OPERATIONAL ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 3979.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3979) to amend the Fish and
Wildlife Act of 1956 to reauthorize the volun-
teer services, community partnership, and
refuge education programs of the National
Wildlife Refuge System, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. McCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Hearing
no further debate, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 3979) was passed.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 10,
2018

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Tuesday, April
10; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed. I further ask that fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the Boom nomination
under the previous order. Finally, I ask
that the Senate recess from 12:30 p.m.
until 2:15 p.m. to allow for the weekly
conference meetings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S2017

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:57 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
April 10, 2018, at 10 a.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

REBECCA KELLY SLAUGHTER, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSIONER FOR THE TERM OF
SEVEN YEARS FROM SEPTEMBER 26, 2015, VICE EDITH RA-
MIREZ, TERM EXPIRED.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WILLIAM CHARLES MCINTOSH, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE AN
ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY, VICE MICHELLE DEPASS, RE-
SIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

MICHAEL FAULKENDER, OF MARYLAND, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, VICE KAREN
DYNAN.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

KENNETH S. GEORGE, OF TEXAS, TO BE AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE ORIENTAL REPUB-
LIC OF URUGUAY.

DAVID SCHENKER, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF STATE (NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS),
VICE ANNE W. PATTERSON, RESIGNED.

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be general

GEN. TERRENCE J. O'SHAUGHNESSY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE
UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE RE-
SERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12212:

To be brigadier general
COL. MICHAEL T. GEROCK
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. STEPHEN G. FOGARTY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be general

LT. GEN. STEPHEN R. LYONS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS
TO THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S. C., SEC-
TIONS 624 AND 3064:

To be major general

BRIG. GEN. RAYMOND S. DINGLE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. FRANCIS M. BEAUDETTE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADES INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be major general

BRIG. GEN. EUGENE J. LEBOEUF
BRIG. GEN. STEPHEN E. STRAND

To be brigadier general

COL. AIDA T. BORRAS
COL. VINCENT E. BUGGS
COL. BARRY E. EDBERG
COL. CHERYN L. FASANO
COL. STEPHEN IACOVELLI
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