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with Amherst High School. By 1980 the group
became incorporated as an independent notfor-profit organization. The group currently
consists of 45 members from all over the
Western New York area. With a varied repertoire of music, the Red Blazer Men’s Chorus
can perform anything from Barbershop to
Broadway, and have sung nearly 800 pieces
in total over their illustrious history.
For a number of years the Red Blazer
Men’s Chorus served as an active member of
the Associated Male Choruses of America, including when they hosted the AMCA International Big Sing, that brought 42 choruses
and their 900 members to Buffalo in 1998. Recently, the group has crossed the border to
work with the Association of Male Choruses of
Ontario.
The Red Blazer Men’s Chorus has performed in 28 cities across the United States
and Canada. Their current lineup of regular
events includes the annual spring Red Blazer
Variety Series, an annual concert honoring
veterans and active servicemembers, and holiday-themed shows. They continue to find new
ways to connect with different audiences. In
2016 they launched a new Senior Citizen Concert Series, in which they perform for individuals in assisted living facilities who may not be
able to go out on their own. Along with that
they have worked with a multitude of groups
including the from Lockport Male Chorus, Amherst Symphony Orchestra, and Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the 70th anniversary of the Red
Blazer Men’s Chorus during the 2018 Red
Blazer Varieties. I commend their talents, longevity, and contributions to the music and art
of Western New York. May they experience
continued success in all their future endeavors.
f

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARIZONA STATE MUSEUM

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA
OF ARIZONA
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Tuesday, April 10, 2018
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the Arizona State Museum on its
125th year anniversary. For 125 years, the Arizona State Museum has demonstrated an unwavering commitment to educating the public
through guarding, preserving, and studying the
State of Arizona’s archaeological resources.
Founded in 1893, the Arizona State Museum was one of the nation’s three original
university-based museums of archaeology established in the late 19th century. The museum’s researchers are leaders in the field of
Southwest archaeology and are sought after
internationally
for
their
expertise
and
groundbreaking research. This gives our
desert community a unique opportunity to gain
insight about the diverse cultural heritage of
Arizona and have meaningful experiences.
The Arizona State Museum has been a leading voice advocating for the preservation of
cultural artifacts not just in Arizona, but at the
national level as well. In July of 1990, Dr. Raymond H. Thompson, former Director of the Arizona State Museum, testified before the
United States Congress as the American Association of Museum’s representative in sup-
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port of the proposed Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).
NAGPRA was adopted in November 1990,
and continues to be a significant piece of legislation to preserve Native American cultural
items.
I am especially grateful for the Museum’s
dedication to gathering a comprehensive collection that represents the diverse cultural heritage of the Southwest, including the region’s
Native American roots. The Arizona State Museum holds the world’s largest and most comprehensive collections of Southwest Tribal cultures from 13,000 years ago to present, and is
home to two large collections of Native American pottery and basketry that are federally
designated American Treasures.
I congratulate the Arizona State Museum on
their 125th anniversary and look forward to
supporting their continued efforts to preserve
and document the cultural artifacts of our
great State of Arizona.
f
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Tuesday, April 10, 2018
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Danais Reza
Diaz for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Danais Reza Diaz is a student at Jefferson
High School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.
The dedication demonstrated by Danais
Reza Diaz is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential students at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.
I extend my deepest congratulations to
Danais Reza Diaz for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her future accomplishments.
f
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HON. JARED HUFFMAN
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Tuesday, April 10, 2018
Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
memory of my friend, Herrmann Spetzler, who
passed away on March 12, 2018, at the age
of 70. As the longtime chief executive officer
of the Open Door Community Health Centers
in Northern California, Herrmann was a visionary leader in the field of rural primary health
care who improved the lives of thousands of
North Coast residents.
Born in Nuremberg, Germany in 1948,
Herrmann Spetzler immigrated to the United
States in 1955. After earning a Bachelor of
Science degree from California State University, Los Angeles in 1971, Herrmann entered
the field of health care and worked to address
mental health and alcoholism issues throughout California. He moved to Arcata in 1977 to
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become chief executive officer of the Humboldt Open Door Clinic, a single storefront
clinic run by volunteers with a sense of optimism. Under Herrmann’s leadership, that clinic
grew into thirteen clinic locations in Humboldt
and Del Norte counties and became the Open
Door Community Health Centers (Open Door),
the region’s largest provider of primary medical, dental, and mental health care.
Along with his wife, Cheyenne who serves
as Open Door’s chief of operations, Herrmann
transformed Open Door into a Federally Qualified Health Center open to all who seek services, working to overcome financial, geographic and social barriers to care. His goal
was for every Open Door clinic to provide a
level of service and quality that would allow
his grandmother to feel comfortable as a patient there. Through his decades of expanding
access to care by building new clinics, incorporating existing practices in the community,
recruiting providers, and fostering an efficient
and comprehensive approach to care,
Herrmann remained guided by his vision and
mission to provide high quality health care to
all. He was instrumental in starting a successful family nurse practitioner residency program
and a new community physician residency
program that will help train primary care doctors to work in rural settings.
One of Herrmann’s greatest strengths was
his ability to understand the trends and impacts of health care policy on a national, state,
and local level and translate that to others.
Herrmann served as an advisor to me on policy issues as part of a health care advisory
group, where he offered invaluable input.
Herrmann surrounding himself with talented
and capable people who he empowered to
succeed and grow. As a result, Open Door will
continue to fulfill its mission and his vision
long into the future. Herrmann believed in social justice and treating all people fairly, including his staff, once taking out a second mortgage on his own home to make payroll during
a particularly lean time.
In addition to earning his Master of Arts degree in Administration in 1985 from Humboldt
State University, Herrmann was awarded an
Honorary Doctorate of Letters in 2014. He was
active in all things related to health care and
served on numerous state-wide boards, including the California 1115 Medicaid Waiver
Renewal Committee, Expanded Access to Primary Care Committee, and Statewide Primary
Care Advisory Group, as well as regional
boards such as the Clinic Network of Northern
California, Humboldt County Community
Breast Health Project, and Humboldt Child
Care Council. He also cofounded the California Primary Care Association, North Coast
Clinics Network, Clinic Mutual Insurance Company, Northern California Rural Round Table,
and California State Rural Health Association,
amongst others.
Herrmann loved to travel with his wife and
family, hike and backpack, watch his grandchildren play sports, and practice photography.
He saw the beauty in everyday interactions
and was often seen behind his camera
photographing the people and places around
him. He had a warmth and candor that imparted his authenticity and unique perspective
on life.
Herrmann is survived by his wife, Cheyenne; his children, Gary, Maria, and Gabe,
and their families; including grandchildren,
nieces, nephews and cousins. Herrmann and
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Cheyenne opened their hearts and home to so
many, especially friends of their children and
grandchildren, that their extended family was
large, including many young children who
loved their ‘‘Opa’’ and will miss him dearly.
Herrmann Spetzler was a champion of
health care whose decades of work resulted in
improved access to primary care for thousands of residents of rural Northern California.
Few leave a legacy as large as Herrmann’s
and are as beloved and widely respected. Mr.
Speaker, it is fitting that we honor Herrmann
today for his decades of commitment to the
North Coast and express our deepest appreciation for his friendship and contributions. His
presence will be sorely missed, and his legacy
not soon forgotten.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF PACE SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN’S NEW FACILITY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL
OF MICHIGAN
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Tuesday, April 10, 2018
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Southeast Michigan PACE as they
open their fourth facility today. As our population ages, their services become more important than ever.
The federal government established the
PACE program almost 25 years ago, and
Southeast Michigan PACE opened as a collaboration with Henry Ford Health System.
PACE’s program wide mission is to allow seniors to age with dignity and remain independent in their own homes, and every doctor
and nurse at PACE seeks to live out that principle every day. Southeast Michigan PACE
currently works out of three facilities and will
expand to a fourth this week, greatly expanding their reach to seniors throughout the state.
PACE serves all Michigan adults age 55 or
older who have ongoing healthcare needs and
provides the services covered by Medicare
and Medicaid as well as tailoring plans to suit
individual needs of seniors as seen fit by facility staff. Seniors can expect to have their medical and supportive needs met when they visit
PACE, and the facilities each house a medical
clinic and various recreation areas.
The program currently has values of patient
service including: extraordinary care, collaborative teamwork, inspired achievement, accountability, and adaptive growth. PACE is
known in our Michigan community and across
the country for their well-rounded care, individualized service and consistently meeting each
of the values. Their fourth facility will allow for
Michigan’s increasing senior population to be
provided with PACE’s top-notch service and
allow for the elderly to age with dignity and
independence. We are grateful for the exemplary and individualized service provided at
Southeastern Michigan PACE and look forward to seeing its continued development and
effectiveness as they continue to grow their
centers.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Southeast Michigan PACE as they
open a fourth health center to serve our
state’s seniors. PACE provides elderly individuals with unique care and allows them to age
with independence and dignity.
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CLS AWARDEES TRIBUTE

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON
OF COLORADO
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Tuesday, April 10, 2018
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate Eady James of Eagle, Colorado
and Heather Schadt of Durango, Colorado for
earning Critical Language Scholarships from
the U.S. Department of State, which have allowed them to study abroad in China.
The Critical Language Scholarship Program
is a highly competitive and intensive overseas
language and cultural immersion program that
is administered through the U.S. Department
of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs. In an increasingly competitive world,
this program serves an important purpose by
helping American student’s master languages
that are deemed critical to national security
and economic prosperity.
Throughout their time overseas, Eady and
Heather were able to increase their language
fluency, expand their cultural competency, and
share their American values with their Chinese
hosts. Both of them have returned to the
United States, Eady to Western Kentucky University and Heather to Lewis & Clark College,
after studying Advanced Chinese in two different regions of China.
Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
these accomplished students for their hard
work and academic success. I stand with the
residents of Colorado’s Third Congressional
District in congratulating Eady and Heather on
their achievement, and I wish them luck in
their future endeavors.
f

DELILAH ROMERO JAMES

HON. ED PERLMUTTER
OF COLORADO
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Tuesday, April 10, 2018
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Delilah Romero James for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Delilah Romero James is a student at Mandalay Middle School and received this award
because her determination and hard work
have allowed her to overcome adversities.
The dedication demonstrated by Delilah Romero James is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential students at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.
I extend my deepest congratulations to Delilah Romero James for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her future accomplishments.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF JOHN
CHARLES GIBSON, SENIOR

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 10, 2018
Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
thank Chief John Charles Gibson, Senior for
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thirty-three and one-half years of dedicated
service to the public safety of the citizens of
Lemoore, California.
Chief Gibson is a lifelong Kings County resident. Born in 1955 to Robert Randell and
Doris Elaine Gibson,
John grew up in the small farm town of
Lemoore, California. He attended Lemoore
High School.
Chief Gibson’s career with the Lemoore Volunteer Fire Department began in 1984, as a
Hoseman. That year, he also gained certification as an Emergency Medical Technician.
He later served on the department’s Membership and Rating Committees. In 1987, he was
assigned as an Engineer and later promoted
to Crew Captain, training a crew on fire fighting and emergency medical service procedures. In 1998, he was promoted to Second
Assistant Chief.
Chief Gibson was elected and confirmed by
the Lemoore City Council as Fire Chief in October 2005. During his tenure, Chief Gibson
upgraded the department’s firefighting equipment and led a program to certify nine
Lemoore firefighters as Emergency Medical
Technicians.
Chief Gibson’s leadership directly improved
the standard of living for the citizens of
Lemoore. As the Lemoore Volunteer Fire Department’s rating for handling emergency services was upgraded, citizens saw their homeowner’s insurance premiums decrease.
During the course of his career with the department, Chief Gibson responded to 16,458
service calls.
In retirement, Chief Gibson will be spending
more time with his loving family—wife Kim,
sons John, Jr. and Paul, and daughter, Patty.
He will also continue to operate his welding
business he founded in 1980.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in commending Chief John Gibson on
his retirement from the Lemoore Volunteer
Fire Department and his service to the people
of Lemoore, California over the past thirtythree and one-half years. As he embarks on
the next chapter of his life, I wish him my absolute best.
f

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
JUDGE STEPHEN REINHARDT

HON. TED LIEU
OF CALIFORNIA
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Tuesday, April 10, 2018
Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to celebrate the life of Judge Stephen
Reinhardt—a beloved husband, father, and
grandfather—who passed away on March 29,
2018 at the age of 87. He was a United States
Circuit Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.
Stephen Reinhardt was born on March 27,
1931 in New York City. Stephen graduated
from California’s Pomona College with a degree in government and earned his law degree from Yale University in 1954. Stephen
used his education on behalf of our armed
forces and signed up to serve his country as
a first lieutenant in the legal counsel’s office of
the Air Force. After his service, Stephen practiced entertainment and labor law in California
and clerked for the late United States District
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