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Hawthorn Bolger-Witherspoon. Hawthorn is a
fourteen-year-old student from South Valley,
New Mexico who has written a series of short
stories titled ‘‘South Valley’’ in an effort to encourage young people in our area to read.
Hawthorn wanted to provide her fellow students in the Albuquerque area with reading
material that they could relate to, so she
based her stories off of some of the issues
that affect our community. The stories are
centered on a gang member who turns his life
around but who is still faced with issues like
drug abuse and domestic violence. The stories
also discuss the immigration issues that are
currently facing our community.
The stories will also include illustrations that
were created by Hawthorn. To create the illustrations, she took photos of a family friend
who works at an Albuquerque school, and
then altered them to look like drawings. The
family friend is actually a former gang member
himself, making him a fitting inspiration for the
illustrations and for the stories’ main character.
Integral to Hawthorn’s stories was local poet
Jimmy Santiago Baca, whose work the stories
are based on. Mr. Baca himself had a difficult
upbringing and spent time in prison. It was
during his incarceration that he developed his
love of poetry. He has since had a highly successful career that has included both an
American Book Award and a Hispanic Heritage Award in Literature. He also founded a
non-profit publishing company called Cedar
Tree Poetic, which will be publishing Hawthorn’s stories.
In addition to getting her stories published,
Hawthorn’s work will also be represented in
our nation’s capital. Two of her photographs
will be included by the Smithsonian Institution
in an educational film.
Mr. Speaker, on behalf of New Mexico’s
First Congressional District, I want to congratulate Hawthorn Bolger-Witherspoon on becoming a published author and commend her
for her work to encourage reading in our community. I also want to thank Jimmy Santiago
Baca for his generous assistance and for his
wonderful work over the years. We look forward to following the work of these writers and
wish them continued success.
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Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Connie Kalitta on his 80th birthday.
He has bettered our nation’s transportation industry through his lifetime of work.
Born in Mount Clemens, Michigan in 1938,
Mr. Kalitta is a lifelong Michigan resident who
has long spent his career giving back to the
state that he loves. He has had a lifelong passion for drag racing, beginning in the 1950s
and retiring driving in 1995. Throughout his
driving career he has been awarded numerous
accolades, including induction to the Motorsports Hall of Fame of America in 1992 and
the International Drag Racing Hall of Fame in
2002, as well as receiving the National Hot
Road Association’s Lifetime Achievement
Award in November 2016.
In addition to his storied racing career, Mr.
Kalitta has played a large role in our state and
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country’s aviation industry and history. He has
been nominated to receive the prestigious National Air Carrier Association Ronald N. Priddy
Partners in Airlift Medal just this year, signifying his longstanding influence on our state
and the industry. He employs over 1,500
Michiganders at his air and motorsports stores
in Oscoda. His friends know him as ambitious
and kindhearted and always willing to try
something new. We are grateful for his years
of influence on our state and prestigious racing career and wish him a very happy birthday
with many more to come.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Connie Kalitta on his 80th birthday. He has played an important part in our
state’s history and has had a prestigious racing career.
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Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to honor Louis Silber, who has recently been awarded the Florida Bar President’s Pro Bono Service Award. I include in
the RECORD an article from the Florida Bar
News which made the announcement:
‘‘Louis Marc Silber is known for his tenacious advocacy in two unrelated areas: the
rights of homeowners facing fraudulent foreclosure practices, and the reproductive
rights of women. His legal victories on the
foreclosure front resulted in much-needed
windfalls for legal aid, while his pro bono
work has helped keep a West Palm Beach
women’s center in operation.
In 2007, Silber filed suit against David J.
Stern and his law firm over accusations of
foreclosure fraud. Silber won the class-action case, but some money went unclaimed,
and a Cy Pres award benefitted the Legal Aid
Society of Palm Beach County. In 2017, legal
aid again benefited when a court agreed
Silber could distribute the money to three
charities—the Legal Aid Society, the Lord’s
Place (a homeless shelter), and the Miami
Rescue Mission—in a second case involving
Stern’s victims.
In all, Silber and his team of lawyers provided more than $400,000 to the Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County through the two
Cy Pres awards.
Silber’s relationship with the Presidential
Women’s Center began when the center
opened in 1980. He has been an advocate in
important legal battles to protect reproductive rights in Florida. He played a lead role
in blocking Florida’s counseling law from
going into effect and has provided local
counsel against a law that would have limited some later term abortion procedures, all
on a pro bono basis.
Silber has also supported patients with
unique legal questions and has helped to defend the safety of physicians and staff.
For the first 16 years representing Presidential Women’s Center, Silber provided all
legal services for free. Since then, he has accepted pay for half his work at the insistence
of founder and director Mona Reis, who says:
‘‘He is the force that has kept me going.’’
Silber, who earned his J.D. in 1973 from
Georgetown University Law Center, was an
assistant state attorney and then a partner
with Cone, Wagner, Nugent, Hazouri and
Roth before forming Pariente & Silber, P.A.,
with now Justice Barbara Pariente. That
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firm lasted until 1993, with Pariente’s elevation to the bench, and eventually became
Silber & Davis.’’
Louis’ persistent dedication to the rights
of women is laudable, and I can think of no
one more deserving of this award than him.
f
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the Montclair Public Library, located in the Township of Montclair, New Jersey, on the occasion of its 125th Anniversary.
In 1869, Israel Crane and his wife invited
friends and neighbors to organize a subscription library collection of about one hundred
books. There were 30 participating families.
The collection was housed under the counter
at Betzler’s Drug Store on Bloomfield Avenue
(then called Main), near the Presbyterian
Church (now the site of the Hinck Building).
The books were moved to the Pillsbury Building, also located on Bloomfield Avenue, and
the library obtained a charter as the Montclair
Library Association.
The Montclair Library Association built a
wood framed building on the east side of
South Fullerton Avenue near Bloomfield Avenue, for $1,700 in 1871. The Montclair Library
Association was incorporated. The Association’s building burned down during a raging
blizzard on February 28, 1880. Amazingly,
most of the 2,192 books were saved, moved,
and issued from Central School at Church
Street and Valley Road for several years.
Following New Jersey State legislation in
1890 authorizing the establishment of free
public libraries, Montclair citizens voted on
April 11, 1893 to establish a public, tax supported library. Funds and books from the
Montclair Library Association were turned over
to the newly established Montclair Free Public
Library, which served all of Montclair’s 8,656
residents. Its first quarters were on the second
floor of Dr. John J.H. Love’s office at 16
Church Street. Mary F. Weeks served as the
first Library Director from 1893 to 1897. Coincidentally, Dr. Love’s home was located at 50
South Fullerton Avenue, the current site of the
Main Library.
The library was moved to an abandoned inn
called the Munn Tavern, bought for about
$5,000 and renovated for an additional $1,000
in 1898. The Munn Tavern, which still stands
today, was later moved back from the road
and is now part of the Evangelical Covenant
Church at 17 Valley Road.
The first Branch Library was a rented room
in the real estate office of John Mancini on
Bellevue Avenue, near the train station, in
1899. Three hundred and fifty books from the
Main Library formed the basis of this collection.
In 1902, the Carnegie Corporation gave
$40,000 to Montclair to fund the construction
of a library. After 35 years and six different locations, Montclair Public Library had its first
purpose-built library building on the former site
of the Munn Tavern, which was built in 1904.
The library at 73 Church Street served as the
Main Library for 50 years. This building is now
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