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So as we are thinking through this
challenge—and I am going to talk
about this a lot, and I know all my col-
leagues are interested in this. I know
my colleague from Michigan is inter-
ested in it—we need to continue to
focus on these core principles—reci-
procity, our allies, and robust eco-
nomic growth as we all struggle with
and put together a long-term strategy
to deal with the rise of China, the chal-
lenges and the opportunities.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

Mr. PETERS. Madam President, our
Nation’s middle class was built by the
hard work of American workers. At a
time when our country has become in-
creasingly polarized, we should all be
able to agree that everybody should
have a fair chance to succeed if they
are willing to work hard and play by
the rules.

These truly American values have in-
spired generations of workers who
stand together and collectively bargain
for basic workplace protections such as
fair wages, safe workplaces, and rea-
sonable hours. These protections allow
American workers and their families to
be productive members of the economy
and achieve their version of the Amer-
ican dream, but the American dream
only exists if hard work is rewarded
with the opportunity to earn a good
living, provide for your loved ones, and,
when it is all said and done, be able to
retire with dignity.

This is deeply personal to me. As a
nurse’s aide, my mother found oppor-
tunity and led the effort to organize
her workplace. She went on to serve as
an SEIU union steward.

Unfortunately, in the years since I
grew up in Rochester Hills, it feels as
though the American dream has moved
out of the reach for too many Amer-
ican families. Joining or staying in the
middle class can be a daily struggle.

We must fight every day to support
and build the middle class, not chip
away at fundamental worker rights.
The laws, regulations, and administra-
tive decisions that come out of Wash-
ington have a direct impact on Amer-
ican workers, unions, and the middle
class.

The National Labor Relations Board
plays a central role in protecting the
rights of American workers. The NLRB
was created to safeguard their ability
to unionize and engage in collective
bargaining for fair workplace condi-
tions.

To work as intended, the NLRB must
be made up of members deeply com-
mitted to representing the interests of
American workers. Unfortunately, the
nominee we will be considering shortly,
Mr. John Ring, does not share this
commitment. In fact, he is the third
labor attorney President Trump has
nominated to the committee with
zero—let me say that again—zero track
record of representing workers. He has
only represented clients on the cor-
porate and management side of labor
issues.
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During Mr. Ring’s tenure at one of
the country’s largest firms, he advised
corporations on how to undermine
worker protections. He also posted
blogs opposing commonsense reforms
to modernize union election proce-
dures, classifying the NLRB actions as
‘““some of the biggest assaults on em-
ployer rights in recent history.”’

Mr. Ring would join recently con-
firmed Board member William Eman-
uel, who quickly ran into ethics trou-
ble based on his history of representing
corporations. Just 5 months after Mr.
Emanuel’s appointment, the NLRB was
forced to vacate a major decision re-
lated to employer liability due to his
conflicts of interest. Yet the adminis-
tration continues full steam ahead
with new nominees with extensive cor-
porate ties and conflicts of interest.

This administration is also breaking
precedent and all conception of fair-
ness by refusing to nominate new
NLRB members in bipartisan pairs. De-
spite a pending Democratic vacancy on
the panel, the President and Senate
majority leader have instead chosen a
partisan approach—doubling down on
the one-sided nature of a supposedly
independent Federal agency. This is
simply an unacceptable development,
and it is an ongoing effort to silence
our Nation’s workers. Protecting
American workers, the American mid-
dle class, and the American dream
should not be a partisan issue.

I am deeply concerned with Mr.
Ring’s appointment to the NLRB. If
confirmed to the five-member Board,
the voting majority of an agency
charged with protecting workers’
voices will be stacked with members
who are focused on undermining funda-
mental worker rights. I think employ-
ers should be treated fairly but not at
the expense of our Nation’s workers
and the American middle class. We
need a balanced and fair NLRB, and we
need NLRB members who will stick up
for American workers and the middle
class. Mr. Ring will not be that kind of
NLRB member. The administration
and the majority are actively pre-
venting seating someone who will
stand up for workers.

I will be voting against Mr. Ring’s
confirmation, and I urge my colleagues
to do the same.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, all time is expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Ring nomina-
tion?

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Arizona (Mr. McCAIN).
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Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH)
is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 48, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 67 Ex.]

YEAS—50

Alexander Flake Paul
Barrasso Gardner Perdue
Blunt Graham Portman
Boozman Grassley Risch
Burr Hatch Roberts
Capito Heller Rounds
Cassidy Hoeven Rubio
Collins Hyde-Smith
Corker Inhofe Sasse

cott
Cornyn Isakson Shelby
Cotton Johnson X
Crapo Kennedy Sullivan
Cruz Lankford Thune
Daines Lee Tillis
Enzi McConnell Toomey
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Murkowski Young

NAYS—48
Baldwin Hassan Nelson
Bennet Heinrich Peters
Blumenthal Heitkamp Reed
Booker Hirono Sanders
Brown Jones Schatz
Cantwell Kaine Schumer
Cardin King Shaheen
Carper Klobuchar Smith
Casey Leahy Stabenow
Coons Manchin Tester
Cortez Masto Markey Udall
Donnelly McCaskill Van Hollen
Durbin Menendez Warner
Feinstein Merkley Warren
Gillibrand Murphy Whitehouse
Harris Murray Wyden
NOT VOTING—2

Duckworth McCain

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Patrick Pizzella, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Secretary of Labor.

Mitch McConnell, Richard Burr, Mike
Crapo, John Thune, Pat Roberts, David
Perdue, Michael B. Enzi, Lamar Alex-
ander, John Boozman, Thom Tillis,
Tim Scott, James M. Inhofe, John
Hoeven, Mike Rounds, John Cornyn,
John Barrasso, Jerry Moran.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Patrick Pizzella, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Secretary of Labor, shall be
brought to a close?
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The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH)
is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. (Mr.
TILLIS). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 48, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 68 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Alexander Flake Paul
Barrasso Gardner Perdue
Blunt Graham Portman
Boozman Grassley Risch
Burr Hatch Roberts
Capito Heller Rounds
ollins yde-Smi

Corker Inhofe zasse

cott
Cornyn Isakson Shelby
Cotton Johnson X
Crapo Kennedy Sullivan
Cruz Lankford Thu'ne
Daines Lee Tillis
Enzi McConnell Toomey
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Murkowski Young

NAYS—48
Baldwin Hassan Nelson
Bennet Heinrich Peters
Blumenthal Heitkamp Reed
Booker Hirono Sanders
Brown Jones Schatz
Cantwell Kaine Schumer
Cardin King Shaheen
Carper Klobuchar Smith
Casey Leahy Stabenow
Coons Manchin Tester
Cortez Masto Markey Udall
Donnelly McCaskill Van Hollen
Durbin Menendez Warner
Feinstein Merkley Warren
Gillibrand Murphy Whitehouse
Harris Murray Wyden
NOT VOTING—2

Duckworth McCain

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 50, the nays are 48.
The motion is agreed to.
———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Patrick
Pizzella, of Virginia, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Labor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

NOMINATION OF MIKE POMPEO

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
come to the floor as we, as Americans,
continue to see the regular reminders
that the world is a very dangerous
place. The horrendous reports out of
Syria over the weekend show us there
are leaders in the world who will test
the rules that define civilized nations.
They will exploit any crack that they
see in our resolve.

President Trump has consistently re-
sponded to these kinds of challenges by
showing that he is resolute and that he
is unshakable. He has a foreign policy
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that always puts America first. To con-
tinue to do this, the President needs to
have a full national security team on
the job and working for America. The
Secretary of State is a very important
part of that team.

Tomorrow, the Foreign Relations
Committee is scheduled to have a hear-
ing on Mike Pompeo’s nomination to
do this very important job. Mike
Pompeo understands that if we want
safety and security at home, we need a
world that is peaceful and stable. I ex-
pect he is going to talk about all of
these things at the confirmation hear-
ing, and I look forward to his testi-
mony.

We have all heard about Mike
Pompeo’s impressive qualifications for
the job to which he has been nomi-
nated—first in his class at West Point;
Harvard Law School; a Member of Con-
gress; and the Director of the Central
Intelligence Agency. He has the integ-
rity, and he has the experience to serve
as America’s Secretary of State. As a
former Member of Congress, he cer-
tainly understands how policy deci-
sions get made and the key importance
of congressional oversight. As head of
the CIA, he clearly understands the
crucial role that the intelligence com-
munity plays in preserving America’s
national security. As a soldier, he un-
derstands the consequences of decisions
that get made in Washington, DC.

I have traveled with Mike Pompeo to
meet with world leaders and to attend
national security conferences. He
knows the issues, and he knows the
people. He is the right person for this
job. I met with him just last month
after he was nominated. We talked
about some of the specific issues going
on around the world and how they af-
fect our Nation’s national security. It
was a very good conversation, and I am
extremely confident that he is the
right person for this job.

I expect many more people will come
away from these hearings tomorrow
with great confidence in Mike Pompeo.
He will be an excellent representative
for our Nation, and he will be a strong
hand to implement President Trump’s
foreign policy. So I look forward to
voting on this nomination as soon as
possible after the hearings.

It was just a little over a year ago
that he was confirmed by a very large,
bipartisan majority for his current job
as the CIA Director. It was right here
on this Senate floor where that con-
firmation occurred. Fifteen Senators
from the other side of the aisle agreed
that Mike Pompeo was the right choice
for that position. As the nominee for
the job he now holds, he drew bipar-
tisan praise for his qualifications. Two
Democratic Senators actually came to
the floor and spoke in favor of his nom-
ination—Senators FEINSTEIN and WAR-
NER. They are the current vice chair of
the Intelligence Committee and the
former chair of the Intelligence Com-
mittee. Since that time, Mike Pompeo
has done an excellent job at the CIA.
Even Hillary Clinton has come out and

S2059

praised his time in heading that Agen-
cy.

I expect that this can be a short proc-
ess to confirm him in the new job for
which he has been nominated, that of
Secretary of State. There is certainly
no good reason for Democrats to slow
things down or to attempt to slow
things down.

We need to restore America to a posi-
tion we once held as the most powerful
and respected Nation on the face of the
Earth. For 8 years, the previous admin-
istration had us going in the wrong di-
rection. The Obama administration fol-
lowed a policy that it called strategic
patience. That meant watching while
the Assad regime in Syria crossed one
redline after another. Then the redline
became a green light. The result is that
Syria continues to use chemical weap-
ons today in attacking its own people.
Strategic patience did not work.

The Obama administration’s policy
also meant that North Korea was al-
lowed to get away with too much for
far too long. North Korea continued to
test nuclear weapons, continued to test
missiles, and continued to use hostages
as a way of getting what it wanted
from other countries. Strategic pa-
tience did not work with North Korea.

The Trump administration has said
very clearly that the era of strategic
patience is over. The leaders of these
countries need to understand that their
belligerence will not succeed. They
need to get the clear message that
America has a new foreign policy. It is
a policy to secure America’s national
interests and demonstrate America’s
leadership around the world. Part of
this leadership is to stand up to show
that there is a limit to the patience of
the civilized countries of the world.
The previous administration too often
placed international opinion ahead of
what was actually best for America.
That only made the world a more dan-
gerous place. The Trump administra-
tion has begun to get us back on the
right track, and Mike Pompeo will en-
sure that we stay on the right track.

When it comes to issues like the up-
coming discussions with North Korea,
Mike Pompeo understands the risks of
dealing with these kinds of aggressive
adversaries. He also understands the
opportunities that we now have be-
cause of President Trump’s forceful
stand for American interests.

Democrats should commit to allow-
ing this nomination to move as quickly
as possible. We will have a hearing to-
morrow. We need to have a thorough
discussion about what is happening
around the world, and then we need to
vote. Let’s not have any more of the
deliberate delays that we have been
seeing by the Democrats in this body—
no more pointless and partisan ob-
struction.

America’s adversaries around the
world are watching closely—in Russia,
in Syria, in North Korea, in Iran, and
in other places. It is time for us to
show that we are serious about main-
taining a strong foreign policy that
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