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States in World War I, with Congress approv-
ing more than $1,000,000 for real estate and 
facilities expansion, which created 81 build-
ings to support 1,400 men and 20 submarines 
by the end of World War I; 

Whereas the second largest expansion of 
Naval Submarine Base New London occurred 
during World War II when the submarine 
force exponentially grew in size, and the in-
stallation enlarged from 112 acres to 497 
acres to accommodate the thousands of per-
sonnel that serviced the growing fleet; 

Whereas the nuclear power age following 
World War II ushered technological advance-
ments in submarine development with the 
advent of nuclear powered submarines and 
the arrival of the USS Nautilus (SSN–571), 
the first nuclear powered vessel in the world, 
when it was commissioned in 1954 at Naval 
Submarine Base New London; 

Whereas the USS George Washington 
(SSBN–598), the first nuclear ballistic sub-
marine of the United States Navy, created 
further changes at Naval Submarine Base 
New London when it was commissioned there 
in 1959; 

Whereas, in 2018, Naval Submarine Base 
New London extends along the east side of 
the Thames River, occupies approximately 
687 acres, and houses more than 160 major fa-
cilities and more than 15 nuclear sub-
marines; 

Whereas Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don supports fleet readiness by providing 
quality service and facilities to its fleet, 
fighters, and families; 

Whereas the mission of Naval Submarine 
Base New London is— 

(1) to homeport and put submarines to sea; 
and 

(2) to support the Submarine Center of Ex-
cellence, which trains submariners to take 
submarines to sea; 

Whereas nearly every submariner in the 
United States Navy will be stationed at 
Naval Submarine Base New London for 
training, with a potential tour of duty in one 
of the attack submarines homeported at the 
installation, or with a pre-commissioning 
unit for a new submarine under construction 
at General Dynamics Electric Boat Shipyard 
in Groton, Connecticut; 

Whereas Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don is home to more than 70 tenant com-
mands and activities including— 

(1) the Undersea Warfighting Development 
Center; 

(2) the Submarine Learning Center; 
(3) the Naval Submarine School; 
(4) the Naval Submarine Medical Research 

Laboratory; and 
(5) the Naval Undersea Medical Institute; 
Whereas Naval Submarine Base New Lon-

don is one of the largest employers in south-
eastern Connecticut and employs more than 
9,500 active duty, reserve, and civilian per-
sonnel; and 

Whereas Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don will always be regarded as the first sub-
marine base of the United States Navy and 
the home of the submarine force: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 11, 2018, as the ‘‘Sesqui-

centennial of Connecticut’s Navy Installa-
tion’’; 

(2) commends the longstanding dedication 
and contribution to the Navy by the people 
of Connecticut, both through the initial deed 
of gift that established the Navy Installation 
of Connecticut, and through their ongoing 
commitment to support the mission and peo-
ple assigned to the installation, presently 
known as Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don; 

(3) honors the sailors and submariners who 
have trained and served at the Navy Installa-
tion of Connecticut throughout its 150-year 

history in support of the naval and undersea 
superiority of the United States; 

(4) recognizes the indispensable role Naval 
Submarine Base New London plays in for-
tifying the national security of the United 
States at a time when adversaries seek to 
challenge the United States; and 

(5) pledges continued support for the oper-
ation of Naval Submarine Base New London 
for years to come. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 459—RECOG-
NIZING ‘‘BLACK MATERNAL 
HEALTH WEEK’’ TO BRING NA-
TIONAL ATTENTION TO THE MA-
TERNAL HEALTH CARE CRISIS 
IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY AND 
THE IMPORTANCE OF REDUCING 
THE RATE OF MATERNAL MOR-
TALITY AND MORBIDITY AMONG 
BLACK WOMEN 
Ms. HARRIS (for herself, Ms. STABE-

NOW, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. WAR-
REN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 459 

Whereas according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, Black mothers 
in the United States die at 3 to 4 times the 
rate of White mothers; 

Whereas Black women in the United States 
suffer from life-threatening pregnancy com-
plications twice as often as White women; 

Whereas United States maternal mortality 
rates are the highest in the developed world 
and are increasing rapidly; 

Whereas the United States has the highest 
maternal mortality rate among affluent 
countries because of the disproportionate 
death rate of Black mothers; 

Whereas the premature delivery rate 
among Black women is 49 percent higher 
than the rate among all other women; 

Whereas Black women are twice as likely 
to suffer from severe maternal morbidity 
than White women; 

Whereas high rates of maternal mortality 
among Black women span across income and 
education levels, as well as socioeconomic 
status; 

Whereas racial disparities exist across in-
come and education levels; 

Whereas structural racism, gender oppres-
sion, and social determinants of health in-
equities experienced by Black women in the 
United States significantly contribute to the 
disproportionately high rates of maternal 
mortality and morbidity among Black 
women; 

Whereas race and racism play an integral 
role in maternal health outcomes, care, and 
policy; 

Whereas fair distribution of resources, es-
pecially with regard to reproductive health 
care services and maternal health program-
ming, is critical to closing the maternal 
health racial disparity gap; and 

Whereas an investment must be made in 
Black women’s maternity care and in poli-
cies that support and promote affordable, 
comprehensive, and holistic maternal health 
care that is free from gender and racial dis-
crimination: Now, therefore, be it 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate recognizes— 
(1) that Black women are experiencing 

high, disproportionate rates of maternal 
mortality and morbidity in the United 
States; 

(2) that the alarmingly high rates of ma-
ternal mortality among Black women is un-
acceptable; 

(3) that Congress must work toward ensur-
ing that the Black community has adequate 
housing, transportation equity, nutritious 
food, clean water, environments free from 
toxins, fair treatment within the criminal 
justice system, safety and freedom from vio-
lence, a living wage, and equal economic op-
portunity; 

(4) that in order to improve maternal 
health outcomes, Congress must fully sup-
port and encourage policies grounded in the 
human rights framework that addresses 
Black maternal health inequity; 

(5) that Black women must be active par-
ticipants in the policy decisions that impact 
their lives; 

(6) that ‘‘Black Maternal Health Week’’ is 
an opportunity to increase attention of the 
state of Black maternal health in the United 
States, amplify the voices of Black women 
and families, serve as a national platform for 
Black-women-led entities and efforts on ma-
ternal health, and enhance community orga-
nizing on Black maternal health; and 

(7) the significance of April 11 through 17, 
2018, as ‘‘Black Maternal Health Week’’. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I 
have 14 requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 10:15 a.m. 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, April 
11, 2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing 
on the following nominations: Kirsten 
Dawn Madison, of Florida, to be an As-
sistant Secretary (International Nar-
cotics and Law Enforcement Affairs), 
and Thomas J. Hushek, of Wisconsin, 
to be Ambassador to the Republic of 
South Sudan, both of the Department 
of State. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 
10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on the fol-
lowing nominations: Patrick Fuchs, of 
Wisconsin, and Michelle A. Schultz, of 
Pennsylvania, both to be a Member of 
the Surface Transportation Board, De-
partment of Transportation, and Re-
becca Kelly Slaughter, of Maryland, to 
be a Federal Trade Commissioner. 

COMMITTEE HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, AND 
PENSIONS 

The Committee Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions is authorized to 
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