S2078

meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 10 a.m.
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The
Opioid Crisis Response Act of 2018.’’
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs is authorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, April 11,
2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘FEMA: Prioritizing a Culture
of Preparedness.’’
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11,
2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘The President’s FY2019 budget Request for Indian Programs’’.

SUBCOMMITEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE,
CUSTOMS, AND GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS

The Subcommitee on International
Trade, Customs, and Global Competitiveness of the Committee on Finance
is authorized to meet during the session of the Senate on Wednesday, April
11, 2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Market Access Challenges in China.’’
SUBCOMMITEE ON CRIME AND TERRORISM

The Subcommitee on Crime and Terrorism of the Committee on the Judiciary is authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
April 11, 2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘‘Defeating Fentanyl:
Addressing the Deadliest Drugs Fueling the Opioid Crisis.’’
f

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11,
2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing
on S. 1250 and S. 2515.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11,
2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on
the following nominations: Mark Jeremy Bennett, of Hawaii, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit, Nancy E. Brasel, and Eric C.
Tostrud, both to be a United States
District Judge for the District of Minnesota, Robert R. Summerhays, to be
United States District Judge for the
Western District of Louisiana, and
Wendy Vitter, to be United States District Judge for the Eastern District of
Louisiana.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the session of the Senate on Wednesday, April
11, 2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing on the following nominations: Paul
R. Lawrence, of Virginia, to be Under
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Benefits, and Joseph L. Falvey, Jr., of
Michigan, to be a Judge of the United
States Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims.
SUBCOMMITEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND
CAPABILITIES

The Subcommitee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities of the Committee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 10
a.m. to conduct a hearing.
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SUBCOMMITEE ON READINESS AND MANAGEMENT
SUPPORT

The Subcommitee on Readiness and
Management Support of the Committee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 2:30
p.m. to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES

The
Subcommitee
on
Strategic
Forces of the Committee on Armed
Services is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing.
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RECOGNIZING THE 5TH ANNIVERSARY
OF
THE
DEATH
OF
OSWALDO PAYA SARDINAS
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the immediate consideration of Calendar No. 357, S. Res. 224.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 224) recognizing the
5th anniversary of the death of Oswaldo
Paya Sardinas, and commemorating his legacy and commitment to democratic values
and principles.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Committee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment and an amendment to the
preamble and an amendment to the
title.
(Strike all after the resolving clause
and insert the part printed in italic.)
(Strike the preamble and insert the
part printed in italic.)
Whereas Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas was born in
Havana, Cuba, in 1952 and became a nonviolent
critic of the communist government as a teenager, resulting in 3 years of imprisonment in
1969 at a work camp in Cuba, formerly known
as ‘‘Isla de Pinos’’;
Whereas, in 1988, Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas
founded the Christian Liberation Movement
that called for peaceful civil disobedience
against the rule of the Communist Party of
Cuba and advocated for civil liberties;
Whereas, in 1992 and 1997, attempts by
Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas to run as a candidate
for the National Assembly of People’s Power
were rejected by Cuban authorities;
Whereas, in 1998, Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas and
other leaders of the Christian Liberation Movement established the Varela Project in order to
circulate a legal proposal to advocate for democratic political reforms within Cuba, including
the establishment of freedom of association,
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, free
elections, freedom to start private businesses,
and amnesty for political prisoners;
Whereas, in 2002, the Varela Project delivered
a petition to the National Assembly of People’s
Power with 11,020 signatures from Cuban citizens calling for a referendum on safeguarding
basic freedoms, an end to one-party rule, and
citing Article 88 of the Constitution of Cuba that
allows Cuban citizens to propose laws if the proposal is made by at least 10,000 Cuban citizens
who are eligible to vote;
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Whereas, in 2003, Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas redelivered the petition to the National Assembly
of People’s Power with an additional 14,000 signatures, establishing the biggest nonviolent
campaign to oppose the Communist Party of
Cuba;
Whereas, in March 2003, the crackdown on
Cuban dissidents by the Government of Cuba,
referred to as the ‘‘Black Spring’’, led to the imprisonment of 75 individuals, including 25 members of the Varela Project and 40 members of the
Christian Liberation Movement, and the formation of the Ladies in White movement by the
wives of the imprisoned activists;
Whereas, in 2007, Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas
called on the National Assembly of People’s
Power to grant amnesty to nonviolent political
prisoners and to allow Cubans to travel freely
without a government permit;
Whereas, in 2009, Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas developed a Call for the National Dialogue;
Whereas petitions and calls by Oswaldo Payá
Sardiñas to the National Assembly of People’s
Power were repeatedly dismissed and disparaged
by the Government of Cuba;
Whereas Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas, his family,
and friends endured years of harassment and
intimidation for the peaceful political activism
of Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas;
Whereas Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas has been
formally recognized in the past for his dedication to the promotion of human rights and democracy, including by receiving the Homo
Homini Award in 1999, the Sakharov Prize for
Freedom of Thought in 2002, the W. Averell
Harriman Democracy Award from the United
States National Democratic Institute for International Affairs in 2003, and being nominated
for the Nobel Peace Prize by Válclav Havel, the
former President of the Czech Republic, in 2005;
Whereas, on July 22, 2012, Oswaldo Payá
Sardiñas and Harold Cepero, a fellow pro-democracy activist, died in a troubling car crash
in Granma Province, Cuba, after being followed
by government agents;
Whereas the Government of Cuba has failed to
conduct a credible investigation into the car
crash that led to the death of Oswaldo Payá
Sardiñas;
Whereas the trial and conviction of Angel
Carromero, a youth leader of the People’s Party
who was visiting Cuba and driving the car at
the time of the crash, did not include testimony
from key witnesses, and did not resolve questions about whether another car was involved or
whether Mr. Carromero was coerced by the Government of Cuba into signing a false statement
of guilt;
Whereas, in 2012, the United States Senate
unanimously passed Senate Resolution 525,
112th Congress, agreed to July 31, 2012, honoring the life and legacy of Oswaldo Payá
Sardiñas;
Whereas, in 2013, a number of United States
Senators and the United States Department of
State called for an impartial, third-party investigation by the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights of the Organization of American
States into the circumstances surrounding the
death of Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas;
Whereas, in 2013, Angel Carromero spoke in
detail during an interview with the Washington
Post about being hit by another car during the
crash, being mistreated and coerced by Cuban
authorities following the crash, and being made
the ‘‘scapegoat’’ by the Government of Cuba for
the death of Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas;
Whereas the dissidents of the ‘‘Black Spring’’
have been released from prison, but the Government of Cuba continues to suppress, assault,
and detain those peacefully expressing political
beliefs contrary to or critical of the regime; and
Whereas the 2016 Human Rights Report on
Cuba by the United States Department of State
cited ongoing human rights abuses by the Government of Cuba, namely ‘‘the abridgement of
the ability of citizens to choose their government; the use of government threats, physical
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assault, intimidation, and violent governmentorganized counter protests against peaceful dissent; and harassment and detentions to prevent
free expression and peaceful assembly.’’: Now,
therefore, be it
Resolved,
That the Senate—
(1) recognizes and commemorates the legacy of
Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas on the 6th anniversary
of his death on July 22, 2018;
(2) honors the commitment of Oswaldo Payá
Sardiñas to democratic values and principles;
(3) calls on the Government of Cuba to allow
an impartial, third-party investigation into the
circumstances surrounding the death of
Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas;
(4) urges the United States to continue to support policies and programs that promote respect
for human rights and democratic principles in
Cuba in a manner that is consistent with the aspirations of the Cuban people;
(5) urges the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights of the Organization of American
States to continue reporting on human rights
issues in Cuba, and to request a visit to Cuba in
order to investigate the circumstances surrounding the death of Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas;
and
(6) calls on the Government of Cuba to cease
violating human rights and to begin providing
democratic political freedoms to Cuban citizens,
including freedom of association, freedom of
speech, freedom of the press, free elections, freedom to start private businesses, and amnesty for
political prisoners.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the committee-reported amendment to the resolution be agreed to, the resolution, as
amended, be agreed to, the committeereported amendment to the preamble
be agreed to, the preamble, as amended, be agreed to, the committee-reported amendment to the title be
agreed to, and the motions to consider
be considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or debate.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.
The resolution (S. Res. 224), as
amended, was agreed to.
The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble in the nature of a substitute was agreed to.
The preamble, as amended, was
agreed to.
The committee-reported title amendment was agreed to, as follows:
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Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A resolution recognizing the 6th anniversary of the
death of Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas, and commemorating his legacy and commitment to
democratic values and principles.’’.
f

AUTHORIZING TESTIMONY AND
REPRESENTATION
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 457, submitted earlier today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 457) to authorize testimony and representation in Kuwait & Gulf
Link Transport Co., et al. v. John Doe, et al.
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(Ct. of Common Pleas, Cumberland County,
Pa.)

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed,
the preamble be agreed to, and the motions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no intervening action or debate.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 457) was
agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)
f

SESQUICENTENNIAL OF CONNECTICUT’S NAVY INSTALLATION
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the immediate consideration of S. Res. 458, submitted earlier
today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 458) designating April
11, 2018, as the ‘‘Sesquicentennial of Connecticut’s Navy Installation.’’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the resolution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to reconsider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 458) was
agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
TILLIS). Without objection, it is so ordered.
f

OHIO FIRST RESPONDER
APPRECIATION WEEK
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I wish
to talk tonight about the brave Ohioans who dedicate themselves every day
to protecting all of the rest of us; that
is, our first responders. This week is
Ohio First Responders Week, a week of
appreciation, the theme being ‘‘Bringing Help, Bringing Hope.’’ Well said.
Police officers, firefighters, EMS professionals, and other first responders
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put themselves in harm’s way for us
every single day. They risk their own
safety to care for others. They wake up
every day, put on their uniforms, and
carry out their duties with an unwavering commitment to their communities
and a pledge to protect those around
them.
This morning, we had our weekly
Buckeye Coffee. We had people from all
over Ohio there. Sure enough, a bunch
of first responders showed up. It was
the EMS chiefs association, and we had
an opportunity to talk with them
about what they are doing every day.
Of course, EMS help with regard to
traffic accidents, gunshot wounds, and
so on. But one of the new challenges
they face that is taking an enormous
amount of their time and effort is the
opioid crisis. I would bet if you go to
your firehouse and ask them, the first
responders in our communities are responding more to overdose runs than
they are to fires. This is one example of
where they are on the frontlines dealing with this issue and are applying
Narcan, the miracle drug that reverses
the effects of an overdose to save lives.
We appreciate them, and the service
and commitment of these first responders is needed now more than ever. I
urge all Ohioans this week to demonstrate their thanks to first responders. If you live in a community that is
having an event, which a number are, I
hope you will attend the event. If not,
if you cross paths with a first responder, thank him, thank her, and tell
them we appreciate what they are
doing.
I know I speak for the entire Buckeye State when I say that we are grateful for the work our first responders do
every single day, and they will continue, as the theme says this year, to
bring help and hope to all of us. We
thank them.
f

STOP ENABLING SEX
TRAFFICKERS ACT
Mr. PORTMAN. On another topic,
Mr. President, today is a big day in the
fight against sex trafficking.
I just got back a couple of hours ago
from a meeting at the White House
where the President of the United
States signed legislation that we have
been working on for several years to be
able to push back against the sex trafficking that is occurring online. It was
very emotional. We had a lot of survivors, victims of sex trafficking, who
were there.
One of them was standing next to the
President. When he signed the bill, he
asked whether she wanted to say anything. Fighting back tears, Yvonne
Ambrose said: I want to tell you about
my daughter.
She told the President about her 16year-old daughter who was trafficked
on backpage.com, a website that has
most of the commercial sex traffic, and
how she got a call on Christmas Eve a
couple of years ago. Her daughter had
been murdered. As she said, no mother
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