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assault, intimidation, and violent government- 
organized counter protests against peaceful dis-
sent; and harassment and detentions to prevent 
free expression and peaceful assembly.’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, 
That the Senate— 

(1) recognizes and commemorates the legacy of 
Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas on the 6th anniversary 
of his death on July 22, 2018; 

(2) honors the commitment of Oswaldo Payá 
Sardiñas to democratic values and principles; 

(3) calls on the Government of Cuba to allow 
an impartial, third-party investigation into the 
circumstances surrounding the death of 
Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas; 

(4) urges the United States to continue to sup-
port policies and programs that promote respect 
for human rights and democratic principles in 
Cuba in a manner that is consistent with the as-
pirations of the Cuban people; 

(5) urges the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights of the Organization of American 
States to continue reporting on human rights 
issues in Cuba, and to request a visit to Cuba in 
order to investigate the circumstances sur-
rounding the death of Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas; 
and 

(6) calls on the Government of Cuba to cease 
violating human rights and to begin providing 
democratic political freedoms to Cuban citizens, 
including freedom of association, freedom of 
speech, freedom of the press, free elections, free-
dom to start private businesses, and amnesty for 
political prisoners. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment to the res-
olution be agreed to, the resolution, as 
amended, be agreed to, the committee- 
reported amendment to the preamble 
be agreed to, the preamble, as amend-
ed, be agreed to, the committee-re-
ported amendment to the title be 
agreed to, and the motions to consider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 

The resolution (S. Res. 224), as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The committee-reported amendment 
to the preamble in the nature of a sub-
stitute was agreed to. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The committee-reported title amend-
ment was agreed to, as follows: 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A resolu-
tion recognizing the 6th anniversary of the 
death of Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas, and com-
memorating his legacy and commitment to 
democratic values and principles.’’. 

f 

AUTHORIZING TESTIMONY AND 
REPRESENTATION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 457, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 457) to authorize tes-

timony and representation in Kuwait & Gulf 
Link Transport Co., et al. v. John Doe, et al. 

(Ct. of Common Pleas, Cumberland County, 
Pa.) 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 457) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

SESQUICENTENNIAL OF CONNECTI-
CUT’S NAVY INSTALLATION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 458, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 458) designating April 

11, 2018, as the ‘‘Sesquicentennial of Con-
necticut’s Navy Installation.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 458) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
TILLIS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

OHIO FIRST RESPONDER 
APPRECIATION WEEK 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I wish 
to talk tonight about the brave Ohio-
ans who dedicate themselves every day 
to protecting all of the rest of us; that 
is, our first responders. This week is 
Ohio First Responders Week, a week of 
appreciation, the theme being ‘‘Bring-
ing Help, Bringing Hope.’’ Well said. 

Police officers, firefighters, EMS pro-
fessionals, and other first responders 

put themselves in harm’s way for us 
every single day. They risk their own 
safety to care for others. They wake up 
every day, put on their uniforms, and 
carry out their duties with an unwaver-
ing commitment to their communities 
and a pledge to protect those around 
them. 

This morning, we had our weekly 
Buckeye Coffee. We had people from all 
over Ohio there. Sure enough, a bunch 
of first responders showed up. It was 
the EMS chiefs association, and we had 
an opportunity to talk with them 
about what they are doing every day. 

Of course, EMS help with regard to 
traffic accidents, gunshot wounds, and 
so on. But one of the new challenges 
they face that is taking an enormous 
amount of their time and effort is the 
opioid crisis. I would bet if you go to 
your firehouse and ask them, the first 
responders in our communities are re-
sponding more to overdose runs than 
they are to fires. This is one example of 
where they are on the frontlines deal-
ing with this issue and are applying 
Narcan, the miracle drug that reverses 
the effects of an overdose to save lives. 

We appreciate them, and the service 
and commitment of these first respond-
ers is needed now more than ever. I 
urge all Ohioans this week to dem-
onstrate their thanks to first respond-
ers. If you live in a community that is 
having an event, which a number are, I 
hope you will attend the event. If not, 
if you cross paths with a first re-
sponder, thank him, thank her, and tell 
them we appreciate what they are 
doing. 

I know I speak for the entire Buck-
eye State when I say that we are grate-
ful for the work our first responders do 
every single day, and they will con-
tinue, as the theme says this year, to 
bring help and hope to all of us. We 
thank them. 

f 

STOP ENABLING SEX 
TRAFFICKERS ACT 

Mr. PORTMAN. On another topic, 
Mr. President, today is a big day in the 
fight against sex trafficking. 

I just got back a couple of hours ago 
from a meeting at the White House 
where the President of the United 
States signed legislation that we have 
been working on for several years to be 
able to push back against the sex traf-
ficking that is occurring online. It was 
very emotional. We had a lot of sur-
vivors, victims of sex trafficking, who 
were there. 

One of them was standing next to the 
President. When he signed the bill, he 
asked whether she wanted to say any-
thing. Fighting back tears, Yvonne 
Ambrose said: I want to tell you about 
my daughter. 

She told the President about her 16- 
year-old daughter who was trafficked 
on backpage.com, a website that has 
most of the commercial sex traffic, and 
how she got a call on Christmas Eve a 
couple of years ago. Her daughter had 
been murdered. As she said, no mother 
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