E440

accountable for its failures in the Cook case
as well as others, like that of the Elias chil-
dren, taken from my home state of New Jer-
sey after their mother obtained duplicate pass-
ports from the Japanese consulate in con-
travention of the judge’s order. The report can
and must better reflect the reality of the child
abduction and the suffering of American chil-
dren separated from their American parent
every day in Japan.

According to the Goldman Act, a country
can find itself on the “non-compliance list” and
eligible for sanctions if a country regularly fails
to enforce return orders. The State Depart-
ment should also put the country on the list if
the judiciary regularly fails to properly apply
the Hague Convention—such as in the Cook
case.

Finally, a country should be put on the
“non-compliance list” if 30 percent or more
cases in the country are unresolved cases—or
cases that have been pending for more than
a year.

Notably, the definition of an “unresolved”
case makes no mention of a country’s Hague
status. In other words, all of the cases that
began before Japan’s accession to the Hague
Convention and that were communicated to
the Japanese government should be counted
against Japan.

No child should be left behind.

We received assurances from the State De-
partment years ago, as they myopically pur-
sued Japan’s accession to the Hague Conven-
tion knowing that the Convention would not
cover the then existing cases of more than 50
children, that they would not leave these chil-
dren behind.

That they would find ways to solve these
cases.

How many of these children have come
home four years later? How many even have
access to their left behind parent now?

Almost zero.

The Goldman Act directed the State Depart-
ment to develop an agreement with Japan for
the precious children that were already ab-
ducted. The Goldman Act made a way for the
State Department to hold Japan accountable
for these cases.

Four years later, we have no agreement
with Japan for these cases. We have no ac-
tion against Japan for these cases or current
cases. And we have yet to see the State De-
partment even list Japan as “non-compliant”
in the annual report.

Every day these children are separated from
their US parent the damage compounds.

As the State Department’s own 2010 Report
on Compliance with The Hague Convention on
the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduc-
tion observes, “Abducted children are at risk
of serious emotional and psychological prob-
lems. Research shows that recovered children
often experience a range of problems, includ-
ing anxiety, eating problems, nightmares,
mood swings, sleep disturbances, aggressive
behavior, resentment, guilt, and fearfulness.
As adults, individuals who were abducted as
children may struggle with identity issues, per-
sonal relationships, and possibly experience
problems in parenting their own children.”

We must do better by our children. We must
not leave any abducted child behind.

Congress is currently looking at new ways
to put pressure on countries with low resolu-
tion rates, like Japan, Brazil, and India.

Last year, | introduced H.R. 3512, the Bindu
Philips and Devon Davenport International
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Child Abduction Return Act of 2017 to amend
the Generalized System of Preferences sys-
tem so that any country named as “non-com-
pliant” would lose their trade benefits. The
loss of trade preference would be automatic
and not dependent on the Administration
choosing to apply sanctions. Currently, 11 of
13 non-compliant countries receive trade ben-
efits from the United States. This has to
change.

In addition, | am working on a bill that would
limit H1-B and other business visas for coun-
tries that have low abduction resolution rates-
this would affect Japan, Brazil, and India,
among others.

We have 13 egregious long term cases
pending in Brazil, including the Dr. Brann and
Davenport cases. More than 90 American chil-
dren are separated from their American parent
in India—India will not even appoint a person
to receive the applications and has refused to
join the Hague Convention.

We asked in our hearing last year, when is
enough, enough?

We hope that the State Department will do
its job and implement the Goldman Act. We
hope that the Trump Administration will be dif-
ferent than the last.

But we are prepared to go around the State
Department in order to ensure no abducted
child is left behind.

YADIRA TISCARENO ESCALERA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Yadira
Tiscareno Escalera for receiving the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award.

Yadira Tiscareno Escalera is a student at
Jefferson High School and received this award
because her determination and hard work
have allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Yadira
Tiscareno Escalera is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Yadira Tiscareno Escalera for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all of her
future accomplishments.

————
TRIBUTE TO IVY BOTTINI—28TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
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women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, lvy Bottini, of West
Hollywood, California.

vy Bottini is a legendary activist, profes-
sional artist, mother, award-winning actress,
and community leader. Renowned from coast
to coast for her feminism and fight for the Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT)
community, she paved the way for many of
the advances in civil and human rights we
enjoy today.

lvy was a founding member of the first
chapter of the National Organization for
Women (NOW) in 1966. She designed the
iconic logo for the organization, which is still in
use today. In August of 1970 lvy and over 150
of her fellow activists made headlines by un-
veiling a banner reading “Women of the World
Unite” over the pedestal of the Statue of Lib-
erty.

I¥/y moved to Los Angeles in 1971, and from
the time she set foot in the community, she
has been working to improve the quality of life
for its people. She speaks her mind and am-
plifies the voices of those in need around her.
She founded AIDS Network LA, Los Angeles’
first AIDS organization and the Los Angeles
Lesbian/Gay Police Advisory Board, co-
founded AIDS Project LA and served for over
15 years on the West Hollywood Lesbian and
Gay Advisory Board. In 1981, she was ap-
pointed by Governor Jerry Brown to the Cali-
fornia Commission on Aging making lvy the
first “out” lesbian or gay person to be ap-
pointed to a state board or commission. She
was instrumental as an advocate for afford-
able housing for Gay and Lesbian seniors in
the opening of “Triangle Square,” the first in
the nation assisted living, affordable income
apartment complex for LGBT elders.

Over the years, lvy has received numerous
recognitions for her years of service and most
recently, she was recognized as the 2016
Woman of the Year for the 3rd Supervisorial
District of the County of Los Angeles and as
the 2017 Woman of the Year for the 50th As-
sembly District of the State of California.

Ivy is an inspiration throughout the country.
Her life’s work is an example of finding one’s
voice and using it forcefully for the benefit of
all Americans.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring this
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, vy Bottini.

————

IN HONOR OF MS. SHERRY KOLBE

HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a remarkable woman and native lowan
from Marshalltown, lowa. Ms. Sherry Kolbe
has dedicated her career to the National Asso-
ciation of Private Special Education Centers.
NAPSEC advocates for the needs of children
with severe disabilities. Having served as the
Executive Director for 28 years, Ms. Kolbe has
impacted the lives of hundreds of children.

We congratulate Ms. Kolbe as she prepares
for retirement. After years of hard work, she
deserves the utmost respect for her distin-
guished career and should be assured that
new leadership at NAPSEC will benefit from
her outstanding example.
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CONGRATULATING DETECTIVE
SERGEANT RANDY GRAHAM FOR
HIS SERVICE WITH THE MICHI-
GAN STATE POLICE

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it's my honor
to recognize Detective Sergeant Randy Gra-
ham for his retirement from the Michigan State
Police after 31 years of service. Through his
exceptional leadership and steadfast devotion
to his community, Randy has become an in-
dispensable part of Northern Michigan.

D/Sgt. Graham began his career in Flint be-
fore moving to Newberry in the Upper Penin-
sula of Michigan. For the past decade, he has
led the Traverse Narcotics Team (TNT), a
multi-jurisdictional drug team comprised of
state, county, local, and federal law enforce-
ment officers. This team builds on inter-agen-
cy cooperation and coordination to conduct in-
vestigations into narcotics in Grand Traverse,
Leelanau, Benzie, Kalkaska, Wexford,
Missaukee, and Antrim Counties. Randy was
key in implementing an innovative Field Train-
ing Officer (FTO) program for new detectives
within the Traverse Narcotics Team, and his
unit has received numerous awards for its
work in Northern Michigan.

The efforts of D/Sgt. Graham and his team
over the last decade have been critical in our
ongoing effort to combat the harmful effects of
narcotics in Michigan’s First District. His con-
stant dedication to the people of our state is
admirable. Outside of his service with the
Michigan State Police, Randy holds an Associ-
ate’s degree in Criminal Justice from Oakland
University and is active in the Traverse City
Elks Lodge. A retirement party for Randy will
be held there on April 21 to celebrate his ex-
traordinary career.

Mr. Speaker, it's my honor to congratulate
Detective Sergeant Randy Graham for his 31
years of service to the people of Michigan
through the  Michigan  State  Police.
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing
the First District is home to such a devoted in-
dividual. On behalf of my constituents, | wish
Randy all the best in his future endeavors.

—

JUDGE LISA BLOCH RODWIN—LOIS
HAIGHT AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
AND INNOVATION

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Judge Lisa
Bloch Rodwin has dedicated her life defending
individuals and families. Her extensive record
in public policy on abuse, neglect, juvenile jus-
tice, custody and family violence has earned
her national recognition. Lisa’s unwavering
support for victims is unparalleled and | am
proud to honor her today.

During Lisa’s storied career, she has
worked with the Erie County District Attorney’s
office, served as Chief of the Domestic Vio-
lence Unit, and was most recently appointed
by the New York State Governor as an Erie
County Family Court Judge. She was unani-
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mously confirmed by the New York Senate
and was elected to a full term in 2008.

Lisa is just one of a few select judges cho-
sen to serve on the New York State Family
Court Advisory and Rules Committee, which is
responsible for drafting and reviewing legisla-
tion on Family Law. She has also been ap-
pointed to the NYS Advisory Council on Immi-
gration Issues in Family Court.

Before being appointed to the bench, Lisa
was the founder of the New York State’s first
Domestic Violence Bureau outside New York
City. She was responsible for the prosecution
of more than 4,000 family and child abuse
cases. Lisa helped develop protocols for the
investigation and prosecution of domestic vio-
lence crimes for local police agencies and de-
veloped interview and investigation policies for
child abuse investigations at the Child Advo-
cacy Center in Buffalo.

Lisa’s commitment to providing resources,
services and protections for victims is un-
matched. She has received numerous awards
and acknowledgments for her efforts and there
is no doubt she deserves every bit of that rec-
ognition.

Lisa continues to stand up for what is right
and her efforts to promote respect and serv-
ices for crime victims will no doubt stand the
test of time.

Each year the Congressional Victims’ Rights
Caucus honors outstanding individuals and or-
ganizations for their tireless efforts supporting
and empowering survivors of crime. Co-
chaired and co-founded by JiM COSTA (D-CA)
and myself, the bipartisan caucus advocates
for crime victims and protects programs that
provide critical support for related services.

| am proud to announce Judge Lisa Bloch
Rodwin as the recipient of the Congressional
Victims’ Rights Caucus Lois Haight Award of
Excellence and Innovation. The Lois Haight
award pays tribute to California Judge Lois
Haight who, as an appointee of President
Ronald Reagan and Chair of his 1982 Presi-
dent's Task Force on Victims of Crime, led
pioneering efforts on behalf of crime victims
that resulted in significant public policy ad-
vances to promote crime victims’ rights and
services. Judge Lisa Bloch Rodwin’s efforts
have had a significant impact on local, state,
and national public policy development and
implementation that promote dignity, respect,
rights and services for victims of crime.

And that’s just the way it is.

JOSE VILLEGAS GARCIA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jose Villegas
Garcia for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Jose Villegas Garcia is a student at Jeffer-
son High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jose
Villegas Garcia is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.
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| extend my deepest congratulations to Jose
Villegas Garcia for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF REVEREND DR. FRED-
ERICK DOUGLAS REESE

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the extraordinary life and
legacy of renowned civil rights leader, Rev-
erend Dr. Frederick Douglas Reese of Selma,
Alabama who passed away on April 5, 2018,
at the age of 88. Dr. Reese is best known for
the pivotal role he played in the Selma to
Montgomery March that led to the passage of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

It was Dr. Reese who as President of the
Dallas County Voters League invited Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. and the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) to Selma to
organize and support their local voting rights
campaign. As a longtime educator, pastor and
civil rights activist, Dr. Reese’s life and legacy
stands as a testament to the power of one
man’s ability to change the world.

Dr. Reese was born in Selma on November
28, 1929, the only son of a strong matriarchal
family led by his mother Ellie R. Reese and
that included his older sister siblings—Doris
Reese and Annie Ratliff. His strong edu-
cational and spiritual home environment cou-
pled with the Christian education training re-
ceived from his Green Street Baptist Church
family propelled him to develop a firm faith
that served as the solid foundation for his suc-
cess.

An outstanding student, Dr. Reese grad-
uated from Alabama State University and Liv-
ingston University with a degree in mathe-
matics and a background that prepared him
for political involvement. Believing knowledge
is power, he continued his education at the
University of Alabama, Southern University,
and Auburn University before receiving his
doctorate of divinity from Selma University.

Dr. Reese’s teaching career began in Millers
Ferry in Wilcox County, AL where he worked
in the school system for nine years teaching
science and eventually serving as assistant
principal. It was there that Dr. Reese met his
future bride, Alline Touglass Crossing, a fellow
teacher. The two were married on June 28,
1953 and she remained his life-long com-
panion for 64 years.

In 1960, Dr. Reese returned to his home-
town of Selma to teach at R.B. Hudson High
School. A beloved educator, Dr. Reese chal-
lenged his students to excel and made learn-
ing fun with his unique teaching style that
combined disciplined study with practical appli-
cation.

By the mid-1960s, Dr. Reese was the presi-
dent of the Dallas County Voter's League and
president of the Selma Teachers Association.
He used both leadership positions to actively
educate Blacks in Selma about their right to
vote. In fact, Dr. Reese’s first act as President
of the Teachers Association was to sign a
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