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accountable for its failures in the Cook case
as well as others, like that of the Elias chil-
dren, taken from my home state of New Jer-
sey after their mother obtained duplicate pass-
ports from the Japanese consulate in con-
travention of the judge’s order. The report can
and must better reflect the reality of the child
abduction and the suffering of American chil-
dren separated from their American parent
every day in Japan.

According to the Goldman Act, a country
can find itself on the “non-compliance list” and
eligible for sanctions if a country regularly fails
to enforce return orders. The State Depart-
ment should also put the country on the list if
the judiciary regularly fails to properly apply
the Hague Convention—such as in the Cook
case.

Finally, a country should be put on the
“non-compliance list” if 30 percent or more
cases in the country are unresolved cases—or
cases that have been pending for more than
a year.

Notably, the definition of an “unresolved”
case makes no mention of a country’s Hague
status. In other words, all of the cases that
began before Japan’s accession to the Hague
Convention and that were communicated to
the Japanese government should be counted
against Japan.

No child should be left behind.

We received assurances from the State De-
partment years ago, as they myopically pur-
sued Japan’s accession to the Hague Conven-
tion knowing that the Convention would not
cover the then existing cases of more than 50
children, that they would not leave these chil-
dren behind.

That they would find ways to solve these
cases.

How many of these children have come
home four years later? How many even have
access to their left behind parent now?

Almost zero.

The Goldman Act directed the State Depart-
ment to develop an agreement with Japan for
the precious children that were already ab-
ducted. The Goldman Act made a way for the
State Department to hold Japan accountable
for these cases.

Four years later, we have no agreement
with Japan for these cases. We have no ac-
tion against Japan for these cases or current
cases. And we have yet to see the State De-
partment even list Japan as “non-compliant”
in the annual report.

Every day these children are separated from
their US parent the damage compounds.

As the State Department’s own 2010 Report
on Compliance with The Hague Convention on
the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduc-
tion observes, “Abducted children are at risk
of serious emotional and psychological prob-
lems. Research shows that recovered children
often experience a range of problems, includ-
ing anxiety, eating problems, nightmares,
mood swings, sleep disturbances, aggressive
behavior, resentment, guilt, and fearfulness.
As adults, individuals who were abducted as
children may struggle with identity issues, per-
sonal relationships, and possibly experience
problems in parenting their own children.”

We must do better by our children. We must
not leave any abducted child behind.

Congress is currently looking at new ways
to put pressure on countries with low resolu-
tion rates, like Japan, Brazil, and India.

Last year, | introduced H.R. 3512, the Bindu
Philips and Devon Davenport International
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Child Abduction Return Act of 2017 to amend
the Generalized System of Preferences sys-
tem so that any country named as “non-com-
pliant” would lose their trade benefits. The
loss of trade preference would be automatic
and not dependent on the Administration
choosing to apply sanctions. Currently, 11 of
13 non-compliant countries receive trade ben-
efits from the United States. This has to
change.

In addition, | am working on a bill that would
limit H1-B and other business visas for coun-
tries that have low abduction resolution rates-
this would affect Japan, Brazil, and India,
among others.

We have 13 egregious long term cases
pending in Brazil, including the Dr. Brann and
Davenport cases. More than 90 American chil-
dren are separated from their American parent
in India—India will not even appoint a person
to receive the applications and has refused to
join the Hague Convention.

We asked in our hearing last year, when is
enough, enough?

We hope that the State Department will do
its job and implement the Goldman Act. We
hope that the Trump Administration will be dif-
ferent than the last.

But we are prepared to go around the State
Department in order to ensure no abducted
child is left behind.

YADIRA TISCARENO ESCALERA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Yadira
Tiscareno Escalera for receiving the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award.

Yadira Tiscareno Escalera is a student at
Jefferson High School and received this award
because her determination and hard work
have allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Yadira
Tiscareno Escalera is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Yadira Tiscareno Escalera for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all of her
future accomplishments.

————
TRIBUTE TO IVY BOTTINI—28TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
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women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, lvy Bottini, of West
Hollywood, California.

vy Bottini is a legendary activist, profes-
sional artist, mother, award-winning actress,
and community leader. Renowned from coast
to coast for her feminism and fight for the Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT)
community, she paved the way for many of
the advances in civil and human rights we
enjoy today.

lvy was a founding member of the first
chapter of the National Organization for
Women (NOW) in 1966. She designed the
iconic logo for the organization, which is still in
use today. In August of 1970 lvy and over 150
of her fellow activists made headlines by un-
veiling a banner reading “Women of the World
Unite” over the pedestal of the Statue of Lib-
erty.

I¥/y moved to Los Angeles in 1971, and from
the time she set foot in the community, she
has been working to improve the quality of life
for its people. She speaks her mind and am-
plifies the voices of those in need around her.
She founded AIDS Network LA, Los Angeles’
first AIDS organization and the Los Angeles
Lesbian/Gay Police Advisory Board, co-
founded AIDS Project LA and served for over
15 years on the West Hollywood Lesbian and
Gay Advisory Board. In 1981, she was ap-
pointed by Governor Jerry Brown to the Cali-
fornia Commission on Aging making lvy the
first “out” lesbian or gay person to be ap-
pointed to a state board or commission. She
was instrumental as an advocate for afford-
able housing for Gay and Lesbian seniors in
the opening of “Triangle Square,” the first in
the nation assisted living, affordable income
apartment complex for LGBT elders.

Over the years, lvy has received numerous
recognitions for her years of service and most
recently, she was recognized as the 2016
Woman of the Year for the 3rd Supervisorial
District of the County of Los Angeles and as
the 2017 Woman of the Year for the 50th As-
sembly District of the State of California.

Ivy is an inspiration throughout the country.
Her life’s work is an example of finding one’s
voice and using it forcefully for the benefit of
all Americans.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring this
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, vy Bottini.

————

IN HONOR OF MS. SHERRY KOLBE

HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a remarkable woman and native lowan
from Marshalltown, lowa. Ms. Sherry Kolbe
has dedicated her career to the National Asso-
ciation of Private Special Education Centers.
NAPSEC advocates for the needs of children
with severe disabilities. Having served as the
Executive Director for 28 years, Ms. Kolbe has
impacted the lives of hundreds of children.

We congratulate Ms. Kolbe as she prepares
for retirement. After years of hard work, she
deserves the utmost respect for her distin-
guished career and should be assured that
new leadership at NAPSEC will benefit from
her outstanding example.
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