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proclamation declaring that teachers should 
register to vote. He challenged his fellow 
teachers to exercise their right of citizenship, 
saying ‘‘How can we teach American civics if 
we ourselves cannot vote?’’ 

With courage and tenacity, Dr. Reese led 
the first ever Teachers March to the Dallas 
County Court House in which a hundred black 
teachers demanded to register to vote. It was 
the first time in the Civil Rights Movement that 
teachers in the South publicly marched. Their 
actions were met with violence by the local 
sheriff Jim Clark and law enforcement. Never-
theless, Reese’s persistent collaboration with 
league members notoriously called the ‘‘Out-
rageous Eight″, now revered as the ‘‘Coura-
geous Eight″, fueled the movement with his 
nonviolent tactics and moral fortitude. Imbued 
by his faith and determination, it was Dr. 
Reese as president of the voter league who 
penned the invitational letter for Dr. King to 
come to Selma to bring his influence and sup-
port to the Selma voting rights campaign. 

On March 7, 1965, led by our colleague 
John Lewis, Dr. Reese and more than 600 
other activists marched over the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge in Selma on what is infamously 
known as ‘‘Bloody Sunday.’’ During the march, 
protestors were beaten and sprayed with tear 
gas on the orders of Alabama Governor 
George Wallace. 

Following the march, participants gathered 
at the Brown Chapel AME Church where Dr. 
Reese spoke to the crowd. Bloodied and beat-
en, the protesters committed to marching 
again for their right to vote. On March 21, 
1965, after President Lyndon B. Johnson or-
dered the protection of the marchers, more 
than 50,000 people completed the 50-mile 
march from Selma to Montgomery. The Selma 
Marches prompted Congress to pass the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 that still remains a key-
stone of federal voting rights protections for all 
Americans. 

Dr. Reese also answered God’s call to the 
ministry. He began his pastoral ministry by 
serving the congregations of Macedonia and 
Mt. Zion Selfield. Reverend Dr. Reese was the 
Pastor of Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church 
for 50 years, making a lasting impact on the 
Selma community. 

Dr. Reese was a true renaissance man. For 
his outstanding contributions, he has received 
numerous awards and honors. Dr. Reese was 
a civil rights icon, exemplary educator, be-
loved pastor, loving husband, doting father 
and grandfather. Dr. Reese brought Selma 
and this nation out of the turbulent darkness 
and then went on to be among its first African 
American city councilmen and rose through 
the ranks of the Selma School System to be 
principal of Eastside Junior High School, prin-
cipal of Selma High School and eventually As-
sistant Superintendent from which he retired. 

In his passing, Dr. Reese leaves behind his 
wife Mrs. Alline Reese; son Marvin (Frances), 
Conyers, GA; daughters Minister Valerie (Ed) 
Harris, and Minister Christa Reese; grandsons 
Marvin (Charlene) Reese Jr, Minister Alan 
(Kimberly) Reese and Frederick Reese, Con-
yers, GA; great grandchildren Kyla Russell, 
Zaria Reese, Jada Mains, Faith Reese, Jaylen 
Reese, Alan Reese Jr, and Maliyah Reese, 
Conyers, GA. 

On a personal note, I will fondly remember 
Dr. Reese as my principal and mentor at 
Selma High School who always told me that 
anything was possible. I know that I am Ala-

bama’s first Black congresswoman today be-
cause of the activism and influence of Dr. F.D. 
Reese. To say thank you does not adequately 
express my gratitude. One of my greatest hon-
ors as a Member of Congress was to present 
Dr. Reese with the gold medal at the Congres-
sional Gold Medal Ceremony that honored the 
foot soldiers on the occasion of the 50th Anni-
versary of the 1965 Voting Rights March. Dr. 
Reese’s life and legacy stand as a testament 
to the power of one man’s ability to change 
the world. His legacy will live on in the many 
people he impacted. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 7th Congres-
sional District, the State of Alabama, and a 
grateful nation, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the life and contributions of Rev-
erend Dr. Frederick Douglas Reese. Dr. 
Reese was an American hero, a national 
treasure and a beloved Selma native son 
whose life’s fight for voting rights forever 
shaped the fabric of American history. 
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ER—28TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year, 
we pay special tribute to the contributions and 
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is 
an honor to pay homage to outstanding 
women who are making a difference in my 
Congressional District. I would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Kelly Erin Decker 
of Kagel Canyon, a unique neighborhood of 
Los Angeles, California. 

After graduating from Princeton University 
with Bachelors of Arts degrees in Politics and 
in Visual Arts and Art History, Kelly pursued 
her love for the arts as a regional theater per-
former on the East Coast. With several years 
of theater experience under her belt, Kelly 
took a chance on herself for a future in film 
and television and embarked on a cross coun-
try journey that brought her to Los Angeles, 
where she enrolled at the Playhouse West 
School and Repertory Theater in North Holly-
wood. Ms. Decker has appeared in many 
stage performances, short films and movies, 
such as the Ghost of Christmas Past at the Si-
erra Madre Playhouse and as Michael 
Madsen’s girlfriend in the movie Devil’s Do-
main. 

In 2009, Ms. Decker and her husband, Jef-
frey Leeson, became Kagel Canyon residents 
and quickly became involved in their commu-
nity by joining the Kagel Canyon Civic Asso-
ciation. For the last several years, Kelly has 
served on the Kagel Canyon Civic Association 
Board, first as Vice President and since 2015 
as its President. Her chief mission is to ex-
pand community involvement in the associa-
tion and community engagement in issues af-
fecting the foothills area at large. She works 
closely with local, county, state and federal of-
fices to advance the concerns of Kagel Can-
yon residents. Kelly is an ardent preserva-
tionist of the last remaining rural and eques-
trian communities in Los Angeles and serves 
on the board of Save Angeles Forest for Ev-
eryone. 

A compassionate advocate for her Kagel 
Canyon community, Kelly’s dedication to the 
residents is nothing short of extraordinary. As 
editor of The Hot Sheet, the Kagel Canyon 
monthly newsletter that is hand delivered to 
every home, she keeps residents informed 
about local issues. During the December 2017 
Creek Fire, she quickly responded by serving 
as Kagel Canyon’s unofficial community infor-
mation officer, working day and night to pro-
vide residents with up-to-date information on 
the status of evacuations, organizations to 
reach out to for help and generally assisting 
with whatever was needed at the time. Ms. 
Decker’s efforts did not cease after the fire 
was extinguished; and to this day, she con-
tinues to support and be an exceptional re-
source for all the residents of Kagel Canyon, 
but in particular for the sixteen Kagel Canyon 
families who lost their homes in the fire by or-
ganizing numerous fundraisers, coordinating 
efforts to collect food and clothing donations 
and providing resources to assist with the re-
building process. 

I ask all Members to join me in honoring this 
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, Kelly Erin 
Decker. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 125TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING 
OF THE GREEN BAY ELKS 
LODGE 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 125th anniversary of the 
founding of the Green Bay Elks Lodge of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elk. Since 
March 15, 1893, members of the Elk Lodge 
have worked tirelessly to spread their core val-
ues of charity, justice, patriotism, and brotherly 
love in their communities through philanthropic 
and social engagement. 

As the largest non-governmental scholarship 
provider in the United States, members of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elk pro-
vide the leaders of tomorrow with the re-
sources they need to succeed. The Green Bay 
Elk Lodge awards the Most Valuable Student 
scholarship, Legacy scholarship, and State 
scholarship to deserving Wisconsin students 
every year to help them achieve their aca-
demic pursuits. The Green Bay Elk Lodge also 
champions many educational initiatives for 
Wisconsin youth including drug awareness 
campaigns and anti-bullying campaigns. 

For 125 years, the Green Bay Elks Lodge 
has honored and supported the brave men 
and women serving our country. Today, the 
Green Bay Elk Lodge continues this legacy of 
helping veterans with events such as Soup for 
Vets, Heroes Closet, and Welcome Home Kits 
to provide Veterans with the services and sup-
port they need upon their return home. These 
events demonstrate the organization’s commit-
ment to spreading patriotism and respect to 
those who have sacrificed so much for our 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all members of this 
body to join me in applauding the Green Bay 
Elks Lodge of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elk and the organization’s commit-
ment to serving and empowering veterans and 
youth in the community of Green Bay. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:17 Apr 13, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12AP8.024 E12APPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T17:04:28-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




