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IN MEMORY OF MR. EDWARD V.
SMITH, III

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the life of Edward V. Smith, lll, a dedi-
cated North Texan who devoted his life to
serving our community. In addition to many
professional and charitable interests, Mr.
Smith was a passionate alumnus of the Uni-
versity of North Texas, the former North Texas
State College.

A fifth generation Texan, Mr. Smith main-
tained deep roots in the Dallas area. After
graduating from North Dallas High School in
1955, he enrolled in then-North Texas State
College. During Mr. Smith’s time in college, he
served as president of his class, attorney gen-
eral of the student body, vice president of the
student body, president of the Kappa Sigma
Fraternity, and president of Blue Key. Even
following graduation, he never stopped giving
back to his beloved alma mater.

Mr. Smith generously volunteered his time
and attention to serve as president of the Uni-
versity of North Texas Alumni Association,
Chair of the UNT Foundation, Chair of the
Professional Development Institute, and as a
member of numerous committees. He served
as membership chair for the State of Texas
and as a Regent of the College. In recognition
of this service, he was named a Distinguished
Alumnus in 1992.

In addition to his charitable work for the Uni-
versity of North Texas, Mr. Smith exceled pro-
fessionally as a Dallas attorney. After grad-
uating from law school at Southern Methodist
University, he began a long legal career. Mr.
Smith served on many committees in the Dal-
las and Texas Bars, and he was awarded the
lifetime achievement award from the probate
sections of both the Dallas Bar and the State
Bar of Texas. He also received the Profes-
sionalism Award from the Dallas Bar and the
Texas Center for Legal Ethics.

Mr. Smith selflessly served his community
as a member of the board of the United Way,
Advisory Board member of both the Dallas
Foundation and the Communities Foundation
of Texas, and as Chairman of the Board of the
Grace Foundation. A lifelong Presbyterian, he
also served his church as a deacon, an elder
and, for many years, as Clerk of the Session.

Mr. Smith has left a rich legacy of gen-
erosity, loyalty, and excellence. | extend con-
dolences to his wife Nikki, their family, the
University of North Texas community, and all
who knew him.

———

TRIBUTE TO KILJOO LEE

KURUMADA—28TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT WOMAN OF
THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,

we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
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an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Kiljoo Lee
Kurumada of La Crescenta, California.

Kilioo was born in China and raised in
South Korea. In 1967, she graduated from the
Seoul National University College of Music
and in 1969, she moved to the United States.

In 1983, Ms. Kurumada co-founded the Ko-
rean Resource Center (KRC), an extraordinary
non-profit organization, whose goal is to em-
power immigrant, low-income, Asian Amer-
ican, Pacific Islander, and minority commu-
nities in Southern California. By using a holis-
tic approach, this distinguished organization
endeavors to support these communities by
incorporating culture, services, education, coa-
lition-building and organizing toward improving
their lives.

Ms. Kurumada has taken on a prominent
leadership role in the Korean-American com-
munity. She served as KRC board chair for
more than two decades, and also served as
founding board chair of the National Korean
American Service and Education Consortium
(NAKASEC), a grassroots organization that
promotes the active and organized participa-
tion of Korean and Asian Americans to
achieve social and economic justice.

During her long tenure at the Korean Re-
source Center, where she currently volunteers
two days a week helping low-income families
and seniors with general inquiries, Ms.
Kurumada and her colleagues have cham-
pioned numerous causes, including access to
health insurance, affordable housing, voter
registration, senior advocacy, youth education
and immigration reform.

Kiljoo has lived in La Crescenta for over
four decades. She is married to Stephen
Kurumada, and they have two children, Jen-
nifer and Michael, and four grandchildren.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring this
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, Kiljoo Lee
Kurumada.

———

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 5476 SPE-
CIAL COUNSEL INDEPENDENCE
AND INTEGRITY ACT

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior Member of the Judiciary Committee, and
an original co-sponsor, | rise today to urge all
Members to support and cosponsor H.R.
5476, “Special Counsel Independence and In-
tegrity Act.”

When we were here in March, before the
Easter Recess, | indicated that firing Special
Counsel Robert Mueller would not be crossing
a Red Line.

It would not be crossing a Blue Line.

It would be crossing a Red, White, and Blue
line.

| have been concerned about this issue for
a very long time—to me it was clear in Au-
gust, and every day that passes is another
where my first instincts about the President’s
desire to fire Special Counsel Mueller, are
confirmed.

The importance of Special Counsel
Mueller's investigation into the 2016 election,
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and the nature and extent of Russia’s inter-
ference, cannot be overstated.

The allegation that a foreign government—
hostile or otherwise—played any part in the in-
ternal democratic processes of our country
should shock every single American citizen.

It strikes at the heart of our democratic sys-
tem of government.

We must come to terms with the fact that
our very last national election is a crime
scene.

The 2018 election could be one, too.

It was critical then, it is critical now, and it
will be critical tomorrow that the Special Coun-
sel be permitted to do his work unimpeded.

That is why last August | introduced H.R.
3654, “Special Counsel Independence Protec-
tion Act,” which precludes the firing of the
Special Counsel absent of substantial evi-
dence, that there exists good cause to do so,
and that determination accepted by a three-
judge federal court.

H.R. 3654 has the support of 152 cospon-
sors and is also the subject of a discharge pe-
tition, and 144 members of the House of Rep-
resentatives have signed the discharge peti-
tion.

| thank my colleagues who have supported
H.R. 3654, to protect the Special Counsel’s in-
vestigation recognizing that nothing less than
our sovereignty, our democratic ideals, and
our national dignity are at stake.

Today, | announce my support for new leg-
islation protecting the Special Counsel, H.R.
5476, “Special Counsel Independence and In-
tegrity Act,” introduced by Ranking Member
NADLER, myself, and Mr. COHEN.

| am pleased that this legislation incor-
porates the core of my legislation to protect
the Special Counsel.

The Nadler-Jackson Lee-Cohen bill con-
strains the Attorney General from damaging
the Special Counsel’s investigation, absent ju-
dicial ratification of any action to terminate the
Special Counsel.

Under H.R. 5476, the judicial branch—yet
another check on an unwieldy executive—
would determine if the termination was appro-
priate.

The necessity of enacting this legislation is
clear.

Seven times this year, the President has de-
cried the investigation as a “witch hunt,” in-
cluding yesterday.

The New York Times has reported that the
President has tried at least twice in 2017 to
fire Special Counsel Muelle—once in June
2017, and once again in December 2017.

Now, this morning he is claiming, again over
Twitter, that reports that he wanted to fire
Special Counsel Mueller were more “fake
news.”

On Monday, after news that his lawyer's
residence and offices were raided, the Presi-
dent openly mused, at a gathering of his war
cabinet, about firing Special Counsel Mueller.

On Tuesday, the President asserted that he
had the power to fire Special Counsel Mueller.

Yesterday on Twitter, the President called
Special Counsel Mueller “the most conflicted
of all.”

He is wrong.

Last night, he advertised a program on his
favorite cable network, and when that show
aired, it consisted of a derogatory piece
against the president's chief investigators:
former FBI Director Comey and Special Coun-
sel Mueller.
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Last month, the President twice said he op-
posed the investigation, told an untruth about
the political composition of the prosecutors in
the Special Counsel's office, and has reiter-
ated that it should never have been started.

Given the actions of the current President, it
is appropriate to ask whether stronger legisla-
tion is needed.

But H.R. 5476 is an important compromise
with our colleagues on the other side of the
aisle.

We must step back and take off our partisan
hats and approach this as Americans.

We, as Members of Congress, are Constitu-
tional Officers.

This is an ‘Article I’ moment.

The People’s House must exercise its con-
stitutional prerogative and conduct oversight.

The framers of the Constitution prioritized
the legislature branch over the executive
branch.

Recent public opinion polls reflect that 70
percent of the American people want the Spe-
cial Counsel to continue his investigation.

The Framers of our Constitution wisely di-
vided power through a system of checks and
balances.

They anticipated a moment like this and
vested power in the Congress to address,
deter, and remedy a crisis caused by a Chief
Executive who held himself to be above the
law.

When future generations look back on this
moment, and they consider that our demo-
cratic ideals and institutions were under enor-
mous pressure from unsuspecting places, they
will ask what we did when it mattered.

We must act.

Now, while we as Americans have our dif-
fering views, they are ours to solve, amongst
ourselves.

Unfortunately, for all of us, the scope of the
Special Counsel’s investigation also includes
the question of the extent to which the Trump
campaign was helped in any way by the Rus-
sians.

Congress must not abdicate its Article | re-
sponsibility.

We must get to the bottom of what hap-
pened in the 2016 election.

We must permit Special Counsel Robert
Mueller to continue his investigation.

We must seize the moment and pass H.R.
5476, “Special Counsel Independence and In-
tegrity Act.”

TYLER PITERA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Tyler Pitera
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Tyler Pitera is a student at Arvada K-8 and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Tyler Pitera
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.
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| extend my deepest congratulations to Tyler
Pitera for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

———

TRIBUTE TO LORI HARTWELL—
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Lori Hartwell of
Glendale, California.

A resilient survivor of chronic kidney disease
(CKD), Lori has dedicated her life to the renal
field and patients with chronic illness. In her
lifelong struggle with CKD, which began when
she was two years old, Ms. Hartwell received
dialysis treatments for almost 13 years and
has had four kidney transplants. Rather than
capitulating to the obstacles of this debilitating
disease, Ms. Hartwell chose to embrace her
circumstances and motivate others like her to
lead complete and productive lives. In her
book Chronically Happy—Joyful Living in Spite
of Chronic lliness, she narrates the challenges
she overcame as well as the steps to achiev-
ing one’s dreams.

After developing a comprehensive under-
standing of the American renal patient popu-
lation as a sales specialist for HemaMetrics
and sales manager for Medcomp, Ms. Hartwell
became editor of the medical journal Contem-
porary Dialysis & Nephrology and established
Hartwell Communications to consult on pa-
tient-related educational materials. In 1993,
Lori founded the Renal Support Network
(RSN), originally a Southern California-grass-
roots patient-led organization that has since
expanded across the United States. The RSN
endeavors to cultivate an emotional support
network built on hope, knowledge, and peer
connection to provide CKD patients with the
tools to thrive despite their iliness.

In addition to her work with RSN, Ms.
Hartwell gives presentations locally, nation-
wide and globally at national nephrology con-
ferences and events about patient engage-
ment, overcoming adversity, and achieving
goals. She also advises elected officials on
the impact of legislative policies on people
with chronic illnesses, and serves on multiple
councils and boards in the renal field, includ-
ing the National Quality Renal Forum and the
Board of Directors for Kidney Care Partners.
She is former chair of the Patient Advisory
Committee for the Southern California Renal
Disease Council and served on the Governor’s
Rehabilitation Council for the State of Cali-
fornia.

Ms. Hartwell's impressive work has not
gone unnoticed as she has been recognized
with numerous awards, including the National
Kidney Registry’s “Patient Advocacy Award”
in 2010 and being named “Woman of the
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Year” in the 21st California Senate District by
State Senator Jack Scott in 2005.

Ms. Hartwell’s remarkable efforts on behalf
of those diagnosed with kidney disease, as
well as her resilience in her own battle, speak
for themselves. She is a steadfast community
leader with a long record of dedicated service
and an inspiration to all.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring this
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, Lori Hartwell.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 29TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE EXPLOSION
ABOARD USS “IOWA”

HON. CHRIS COLLINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 47 brave young
men who lost their lives on April 19, 1989
aboard the USS Jowa. It is important to re-
member those who were killed in the line of
duty especially those serving in the United
States Armed Forces. The deaths of the 47
sailors aboard the USS lowa are truly a tragic
and upsetting story.

The USS lowa, originally constructed to fight
in World War Il, was modernized and re-
commissioned for battle in 1984. However,
during the overhaul of the ship, many of the
necessary repairs were either rushed or in-
stead used to upgrade the ship’s power plant.
This led to serious maintenance issues with
the main gun turrets.

On April 19, 1989, there were a series of
explosions aboard the USS lowa during a live-
fire exercise off the coast of Puerto Rico. The
first explosion came from the ship’s second
turret resulting from a maintenance problem,
and due to a buildup of carbon monoxide gas,
there was a second explosion and a fire. Trag-
ically, all 47 members aboard the USS lowa
lost their lives.

One of the victims was Buffalo native, Na-
thaniel Clifford Jones, Jr. | want to take this
opportunity to express my deepest condo-
lences to the Jones family for the passing of
Nathaniel. His service on behalf of the men
and women of this country will not be forgot-
ten. We should all commend the service that
these brave young men made on behalf of the
United States of America.

——————

TRIBUTE TO BECKY JORGESON—
CALIFORNIA’S 24TH CONGRES-
SIONAL WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. SALUD 0. CARBAJAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Every year,
we dedicate the month of March to give spe-
cial recognition to the accomplishments and
sacrifices made by America’s women. | con-
sider it an honor to highlight the extraordinary
women who are making a difference in my
District. | would like to recognize one out-
standing woman, Becky Jorgeson, of San Luis
Obispo, California.
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