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Last month, the President twice said he op-

posed the investigation, told an untruth about 
the political composition of the prosecutors in 
the Special Counsel’s office, and has reiter-
ated that it should never have been started. 

Given the actions of the current President, it 
is appropriate to ask whether stronger legisla-
tion is needed. 

But H.R. 5476 is an important compromise 
with our colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle. 

We must step back and take off our partisan 
hats and approach this as Americans. 

We, as Members of Congress, are Constitu-
tional Officers. 

This is an ‘Article I’ moment. 
The People’s House must exercise its con-

stitutional prerogative and conduct oversight. 
The framers of the Constitution prioritized 

the legislature branch over the executive 
branch. 

Recent public opinion polls reflect that 70 
percent of the American people want the Spe-
cial Counsel to continue his investigation. 

The Framers of our Constitution wisely di-
vided power through a system of checks and 
balances. 

They anticipated a moment like this and 
vested power in the Congress to address, 
deter, and remedy a crisis caused by a Chief 
Executive who held himself to be above the 
law. 

When future generations look back on this 
moment, and they consider that our demo-
cratic ideals and institutions were under enor-
mous pressure from unsuspecting places, they 
will ask what we did when it mattered. 

We must act. 
Now, while we as Americans have our dif-

fering views, they are ours to solve, amongst 
ourselves. 

Unfortunately, for all of us, the scope of the 
Special Counsel’s investigation also includes 
the question of the extent to which the Trump 
campaign was helped in any way by the Rus-
sians. 

Congress must not abdicate its Article I re-
sponsibility. 

We must get to the bottom of what hap-
pened in the 2016 election. 

We must permit Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller to continue his investigation. 

We must seize the moment and pass H.R. 
5476, ‘‘Special Counsel Independence and In-
tegrity Act.’’ 
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TYLER PITERA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Tyler Pitera 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Tyler Pitera is a student at Arvada K–8 and 
received this award because his determination 
and hard work have allowed him to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Tyler Pitera 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Tyler 
Pitera for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 
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TRIBUTE TO LORI HARTWELL— 
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year, 
we pay special tribute to the contributions and 
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is 
an honor to pay homage to outstanding 
women who are making a difference in my 
Congressional District. I would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Lori Hartwell of 
Glendale, California. 

A resilient survivor of chronic kidney disease 
(CKD), Lori has dedicated her life to the renal 
field and patients with chronic illness. In her 
lifelong struggle with CKD, which began when 
she was two years old, Ms. Hartwell received 
dialysis treatments for almost 13 years and 
has had four kidney transplants. Rather than 
capitulating to the obstacles of this debilitating 
disease, Ms. Hartwell chose to embrace her 
circumstances and motivate others like her to 
lead complete and productive lives. In her 
book Chronically Happy—Joyful Living in Spite 
of Chronic Illness, she narrates the challenges 
she overcame as well as the steps to achiev-
ing one’s dreams. 

After developing a comprehensive under-
standing of the American renal patient popu-
lation as a sales specialist for HemaMetrics 
and sales manager for Medcomp, Ms. Hartwell 
became editor of the medical journal Contem-
porary Dialysis & Nephrology and established 
Hartwell Communications to consult on pa-
tient-related educational materials. In 1993, 
Lori founded the Renal Support Network 
(RSN), originally a Southern California-grass-
roots patient-led organization that has since 
expanded across the United States. The RSN 
endeavors to cultivate an emotional support 
network built on hope, knowledge, and peer 
connection to provide CKD patients with the 
tools to thrive despite their illness. 

In addition to her work with RSN, Ms. 
Hartwell gives presentations locally, nation-
wide and globally at national nephrology con-
ferences and events about patient engage-
ment, overcoming adversity, and achieving 
goals. She also advises elected officials on 
the impact of legislative policies on people 
with chronic illnesses, and serves on multiple 
councils and boards in the renal field, includ-
ing the National Quality Renal Forum and the 
Board of Directors for Kidney Care Partners. 
She is former chair of the Patient Advisory 
Committee for the Southern California Renal 
Disease Council and served on the Governor’s 
Rehabilitation Council for the State of Cali-
fornia. 

Ms. Hartwell’s impressive work has not 
gone unnoticed as she has been recognized 
with numerous awards, including the National 
Kidney Registry’s ‘‘Patient Advocacy Award’’ 
in 2010 and being named ‘‘Woman of the 

Year’’ in the 21st California Senate District by 
State Senator Jack Scott in 2005. 

Ms. Hartwell’s remarkable efforts on behalf 
of those diagnosed with kidney disease, as 
well as her resilience in her own battle, speak 
for themselves. She is a steadfast community 
leader with a long record of dedicated service 
and an inspiration to all. 

I ask all Members to join me in honoring this 
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, Lori Hartwell. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 29TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE EXPLOSION 
ABOARD USS ‘‘IOWA’’ 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 47 brave young 
men who lost their lives on April 19, 1989 
aboard the USS Iowa. It is important to re-
member those who were killed in the line of 
duty especially those serving in the United 
States Armed Forces. The deaths of the 47 
sailors aboard the USS Iowa are truly a tragic 
and upsetting story. 

The USS Iowa, originally constructed to fight 
in World War II, was modernized and re-
commissioned for battle in 1984. However, 
during the overhaul of the ship, many of the 
necessary repairs were either rushed or in-
stead used to upgrade the ship’s power plant. 
This led to serious maintenance issues with 
the main gun turrets. 

On April 19, 1989, there were a series of 
explosions aboard the USS Iowa during a live- 
fire exercise off the coast of Puerto Rico. The 
first explosion came from the ship’s second 
turret resulting from a maintenance problem, 
and due to a buildup of carbon monoxide gas, 
there was a second explosion and a fire. Trag-
ically, all 47 members aboard the USS Iowa 
lost their lives. 

One of the victims was Buffalo native, Na-
thaniel Clifford Jones, Jr. I want to take this 
opportunity to express my deepest condo-
lences to the Jones family for the passing of 
Nathaniel. His service on behalf of the men 
and women of this country will not be forgot-
ten. We should all commend the service that 
these brave young men made on behalf of the 
United States of America. 
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TRIBUTE TO BECKY JORGESON— 
CALIFORNIA’S 24TH CONGRES-
SIONAL WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. SALUD O. CARBAJAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Every year, 
we dedicate the month of March to give spe-
cial recognition to the accomplishments and 
sacrifices made by America’s women. I con-
sider it an honor to highlight the extraordinary 
women who are making a difference in my 
District. I would like to recognize one out-
standing woman, Becky Jorgeson, of San Luis 
Obispo, California. 
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