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team of Alyssa Balandran, Grace Kohout,
Marisa Marinchak and Gabriella Rico also
brought home gold with a time of 9:52.68.
Cinco Ranch High School freshman Heidi
Nielson placed first in the 1,600-meter run with
an incredible 4:53.43 time. Otito Ogbonnia, a
senior at Taylor High School threw the discus
an impressive 185 feet and 9 inches, bringing
home the gold in this event.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to all of these incredible and talented athletes
for these great achievements. We look forward
to seeing what their bright futures hold.

——————
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Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Women’s History Month. Each year, we pay
special tribute to the contributions made by
our nation’s women. It is an honor to pay
homage to outstanding women who are mak-
ing a difference in my Congressional District.
| would like to recognize a remarkable woman,
Brenda Levin of Los Feliz, a unique neighbor-
hood of Los Angeles, California.

Born in New Jersey, Brenda Levin lived on
the East Coast until she was 30 and never ex-
pected to leave. After studying graphic design
at Carnegie Mellon and earning her under-
graduate degree at New York University, she
worked for a few years before returning to
school to earn a Master of Architecture degree
from Harvard University’s Graduate School of
Design in 1976. There she met her future hus-
band, David Abel, who was determined to go
west and convinced Brenda there would be
more opportunities for women in male-domi-
nated fields such as architecture. Her first job
in California was working with prominent resi-
dential architect John Lautner on his design of
a Palm Springs house for entertainer Bob
Hope.

From that day forward, Ms. Levin has
touched the historic and cultural spirit and
complexity of Los Angeles, significantly shap-
ing the city skyline as we know it. For over 20
years her architecture and urban planning
firm, Levin & Associates Architects, has pio-
neered, in collaboration with innovative devel-
opers, the process of historic preservation by
the polishing the riches of the city with a new
sheen, and her success in this effort has
helped to energize the preservation movement
in Los Angeles. Among the landmarks she has
helped to preserve and revitalize are Grand
Central and Chapman markets, the Oviatt,
Fine Arts and Bradbury Buildings, the Wiltern
Theater and Los Angeles City Hall. In the revi-
talization/preservation process are the Giriffith
Observatory, the Frank Lloyd Wright-designed
buildings at Barnsdall Art Park and the Japa-
nese American National Museum’s National
Center for the Preservation of Democracy,
among others.

In the spring of 2000, the Boone Gallery de-
signed by Brenda opened at The Huntington
Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens
in San Marino and Art, Design & Architecture
Museum at the University of California, Santa
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Barbara. Ms. Levin’s housing projects include
the nationally-recognized Downtown Women’s
Center for mentally-ill, homeless women in
Los Angeles and the Adams Congress afford-
able apartments in south Los Angeles.

Ms. Levin’s exceptional work has been rec-
ognized with numerous awards. She is a Fel-
low of the American Institute of Architects and
the AIA/LA selected her as recipient of the
2010 Gold Medal for her contributions in the
preservation and revitalization movement in
Los Angeles. In addition, in 2014, she re-
ceived the Rose Award from the Los Angeles
Parks Foundation, and in 2017, Brenda was
the recipient of the Los Angeles Architectural
Angel Award from Project Restore.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring an
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-

nia’'s 28th Congressional District, Brenda
Levin.
———
IN MEMORY OF MRS. JOHNIE MAE
SITTONEN

HON. ERIC A. “RICK” CRAWFORD

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
alongside my friend, Congressman MICHAEL
BURGESS, to pay tribute to Johnie Mae
Sittonen, a World War Il veteran and Des Arc,
Arkansas native who passed away in January
of this year. Throughout her life, Johnie Mae
Sittonen served her country, her Arkansas
community, and her family selflessly.

Johnie Mae Sittonen was born in Biscoe,
Arkansas in 1924. In 1942, she graduated
from Des Arc High School as an exemplary
student and enrolled at Arkansas State Uni-
versity. As a young woman, Johnie Mae was
one of the great Americans who volunteered
to serve our nation. She joined the U.S. Navy
in 1944, at the height of World War II. During
her service, she met and married Paul
Sittonen. After several years in Massachu-
setts, she and her husband Paul returned to
Des Arc in 1959 to raise their five children and
run a family farm.

Johnie Mae Sittonen spent many years
serving her Arkansas community. For more
than 20 years, she worked in the Des Arc
Schools as the cafeteria supervisor before re-
tiring in 1986. A committed member of the
First United Methodist Church in Des Arc, she
taught Sunday School, sang in the choir, and
served as an active member of United Meth-
odist Women. She was a lifelong Democrat,
and served as both the Chair of the Prairie
County Democratic Women’s Group and as an
active member of the Retired Teachers Asso-
ciation.

Johnie Mae Sittonen’s hard work for those
in her community did not go unnoticed. She
was honored as the Outstanding Community
Citizen in 1972 and the Des Arc High School
Citizen of the Year in 1983, and later received
Baptist Health’s Amazing Spirit Award in 2006.

A member of the “Greatest Generation,”
Johnie Mae Sittonen is an example of Amer-
ican excellence, servant-hearted kindness,
and commitment to service. She will be deeply
missed, not only by her family and loved ones,
but also by the northeast Arkansas community
she served throughout her life.
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Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Every year,
we dedicate the month of March to give spe-
cial recognition to the accomplishments and
sacrifices made by America’s women. | con-
sider it an honor to highlight the extraordinary
women who are making a difference in my
District. | would like to recognize one out-
standing woman, Gloria Soto, of Santa Maria,
California.

Gloria Soto was born and raised in the
Santa Maria and Guadalupe areas of Santa
Barbara County. She comes from an immi-
grant family who instilled the value of hard-
work and determination, and made numerous
sacrifices to ensure she would have a chance
at a better life. Gloria took advantage of every
opportunity and graduated from Pioneer Valley
High School, Allan Hancock College, and then
from Bradman University all while working full
time.

Gloria started out as an educator about 6
years ago where she built up educational pro-
grams from Lompoc to Paso Robles. She initi-
ated Young Advocates groups in Santa Maria
and San Luis Obispo that encourage young
people to speak up for reproductive rights.
Gloria now works in the development depart-
ment of Planned Parenthood of the Central
Coast where she strives to protect and expand
access to reproductive health care in her com-
munity. She also educates donors about the
importance of their continued support.

In addition to her work for Planned Parent-
hood, Gloria also serves on the board of Fu-
ture Leaders of America where she volunteers
hundreds of hours training youth leaders and
directing week-long youth leadership camps.
She is also a board member of the Fund for
Santa Barbara, a member of the Activist-Led
Grant Making Committee, and a key organizer
for the Latino Legacy Awards in Santa Maria.

Gloria’s contribution to social justice for a
more just community are immeasurable, she is
not afraid to get her hands dirty and under-
stands the importance of taking leadership
roles in organizations so they can better serve
our community. She is a champion for youth,
immigrants, and women, and we are lucky to
have her in our district.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring an exceptional woman of California’s
24th Congressional District, Gloria Soto, for
her incredible service to her community.

—

JULIE M. NAUMAN

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Julie
Nauman had dedicated her life to improving
the lives of victims. Julie has been a tireless
advocate for those who are less fortunate.

Her work on the Executive Office of the
California Crime Compensation Board has led
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vital victim compensation in California. Julie
has strived to help crime victims sort through
complicated legal matters and help them cope
with the financial aftermath of the crimes in
which they were involved. Julie has also been
committed to conducting multi-lingual victim
outreach and public awareness efforts to
reach crime survivors in California.

After the mass shooting in Las Vegas in Oc-
tober of 2017, it was no surprise, Julie was
right ready to help. With her assistance, along
with the CCCB, they were able to reach
across state lines to provide information, as-
sistance and guidance regarding victim com-
pensation to hundreds of survivors who call
California home.

When there was a mass shooting in April of
2017 in Fresno County, Julie personally
helped to provide compensation funding for fu-
nerals for the murdered victims. She also
aided the Fresno Police Department providing
resources to better fund future victim assist-
ance services for Fresno County.

As a past member of the Board of Directors
and a current member of the National Asso-
ciation of Crime Victim Compensation Board,
Julie has vocalized the need to ensure violent
crime victims are aware of the financial sup-
port and services available to them.

Julie’s persistent support of crime victims is
unparalleled. Julie is a superb leader and a
truly compassionate person, who is committed
to improving the lives of crime victims every-
where.

Each year the Congressional Victims’ Rights
Caucus honors outstanding individuals and or-
ganizations for their tireless efforts supporting
and empowering survivors of crime. Co-
chaired and co-founded by Jim COSTA (D-CA)
and myself, the bipartisan caucus advocates
for crime victims and protects programs that
provide critical support for related services.

| am proud to announce Julie Nauman as
the recipient of the Congressional Victims’
Rights Caucus the Suzanne McDaniel Memo-
rial Award for Public Awareness. The Public
Awareness Award is in memory of Susanne
McDaniel, one of the first prosecutor-based
victim advocates in Texas and the nation.
There is no doubt, Julie has used her voice to
promote and to bring about change at the Na-
tional level for crime victims.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
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28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
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Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Anastasia Mann of
Hollywood Hills, a unique neighborhood of Los
Angeles, California.

Anastasia Mann founded Corniche Travel in
1987 and successfully launched a new divi-
sion called Anastasia’s Africa in 2004, which
specializes in customized trips to southern and
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eastern Africa. She later established Corniche
Entertainment, which provides music and en-
tertainment for private events around the
world. Alongside the development of her own
company, Anastasia has taken on several
leadership roles in the travel industry, locally,
state-wide, nationally and internationally. She
is the founding chairman of the West Holly-
wood Visitors and Convention Bureau, and a
founding member of the California Travel and
Tourism Commission, where she served two
terms as the sole representative for all travel
management agencies in California and
served on the Executive Committee. In addi-
tion, she is a member of the California Cham-
ber of Commerce and spent ten years on the
international board of directors of the Travel &
Tourism Research Association, serving as
President and Chair. Ms. Mann served as a
California representative to the White House
Conference on Tourism during the Clinton Ad-
ministration and was a keynote speaker at
both the 2003 International Conference on
Peace through Tourism in Geneva, Switzer-
land and the 2005 IIPT African Conference in
Lusaka, Zambia.

In addition to her impressive achievements
in the travel industry, Ms. Mann is also ac-
tively involved in the community, serving as
President of the Hollywood Hills West Neigh-
borhood Council and as a Hearing Examiner
for the Los Angeles Police Department’s
Board of Rights. She is a long-standing board
member of the Hollywood Chamber of Com-
merce and was involved with the Hollywood
Arts Council. Anastasia and her company sup-
port several organizations, including the Fred
Jordan Mission in downtown Los Angeles,
Program for Torture Victims, Onelegacy
Foundation and Disabled American Veterans.

Ms. Mann’s noble deeds have not been
overlooked as she has received numerous
commendations by the Los Angeles City
Council, Los Angeles Mayor, the Governor of
California and the United States Senate for
philanthropy and business achievements. She
also received the Woman of Achievement
Award from the Century City Chamber of
Commerce in 2006, the prestigious Diamond
Award from the Southern California chapter of
the American Society of Travel Agents in 2017
and was the first recipient of the Anastasia K.
Mann Leadership Award from the Travel and
Tourism Marketing Association.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring this
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, Anastasia
Mann.

BILLIE DEAN

HON. VAL BUTLER DEMINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career of Vice Mayor Billie Dean,
who will retire this month after serving the city
of Apopka, Florida, for over twenty years.

Mr. Dean was born and raised in Clermont,
Florida, across the lake from his current home.
He attended Jones High School and Eustis
Vocational High School, and earned a Bach-
elor's and Master's degree from Florida A&M
University.

Mr. Dean also served our nation with honor
and courage in the United States Army. A Ko-
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rean War veteran, he received a Bronze Star
for valor.

After settling in Apopka—where he has lived
for over 35 years—Mr. Dean became a teach-
er and activist. He has served as a member
of the Florida League of Cities, a Board Mem-
ber of the Lake Apopka Natural Gas Board, a
CARET Representative for Land Grant Col-
leges and Universities on behalf of Florida
A&M University.

He has been a role model in his community,
both through his example, and as a member
of the 100 Black Men of Orlando, Inc., a long-
term mentoring group for black children.

An active member and trustee of Mt. Pleas-
ant Missionary Baptist Church in Orlando, he
has put his faith into practice in his commu-
nity.

In 1994, Mr. Dean was elected to the
Apopka City Commission. In 2014, he became
Vice Mayor—the honor bestowed upon the
city’s longest-serving Commissioner.

Mr. Dean was an educator. He knew that
education is the key to success, and worked
throughout his life to ready the next generation
to thrive. He married Isadora Moye Dean, and
together they have five children and three
grandchildren.

In Mr. Dean, our children see a model for
public, civic, and community service. While
Apopka will miss him as a Commissioner, |
am certain that his positive influence on our
community will be evident for years to come.
Mr. Speaker, | offer my heartiest congratula-
tions to Mr. Dean upon his retirement.

RETIREMENT OF PHIL COYNE

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 12, 2018

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Mr. Phil
Coyne, a Pittsburgh icon who has just retired
after eighty-one years of service to our com-
munity as an usher for the Pittsburgh Pirates.

Phil, the brother of Pittsburgh’s former Con-
gressman Bill Coyne, served generations of
sports fans during his career, pausing only to
serve his country in the military for four years
during World War II.

At 99, Phil retired with a unique store of
memories that spanned three different ball-
parks and six thousand games. Arguably the
Pirates’ biggest loss of the season, Phil leaves
with his own Pirates jersey sporting the num-
ber 99, and his presence will be felt not only
by the fans sitting along the third-base line in
PNC Park, but by the whole city.

“Phil remains number one on our organiza-
tional seniority list and will always have a
place on our team,” affirmed Pirates President
Frank Coonelly.

Phil also ushered at Steelers football games
until he was 98—and at St. Paul Cathedral
every Sunday.

Phil’s long career is unlikely to ever be
matched or exceeded.

While Coyne will not be there to usher for
anyone any longer, he will still listen to games
and even attend some of them—but now as a
fan.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 14th Congres-
sional District, | want to commend Phil and
thank him for his many years of dedication to
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