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behalf of the rights and needs of indi-
viduals with disabilities. 

I ask all of my colleagues to commit 
to working with us in bringing the con-
cerns and needs of the Down syndrome 
and disability communities to the bi-
partisan discussions occurring within 
Congress. 

The special needs community are the 
most special among us, Mr. Speaker. 
We need to be here for them. 
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TARIFFS ARE HARMING FARMERS 
AND RANCHERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to speak about a very important 
issue to my constituents in Missouri’s 
Fifth Congressional District and, 
frankly, millions of farmers and ranch-
ers all across this great country. 

Recently, President Donald Trump 
announced his intention to place a $50 
billion—that is billion with a ‘‘B’’—in 
tariffs against Chinese goods, claiming 
that China has been taking advantage 
of the United States for too long. I 
wish that someone in the White House, 
someone on the staff had cautioned the 
President on the negative impact his 
launching of a trade war would have on 
this country. This unvetted decision 
has and will continue to cause signifi-
cant harm to many of my constituents 
and to rural Americans throughout the 
heartland. 

Following President Trump’s an-
nouncement of his intended tariffs, pre-
dictively, the Chinese responded with 
$50 billion in proposed tariffs of their 
own. These tariffs, which would be as 
high as 25 percent, would target 128 
American products such as pork, beef, 
cotton, soybeans, corn, specific types 
of vehicles, and airplanes. 

First, I want to talk about soybeans. 
Last year, the United States exported 
$14 billion worth of soybeans to China. 
In Missouri, my home State, soybeans 
are the number one cash crop, contrib-
uting $7.7 billion in total output and 
supporting more than 20,000 jobs in our 
State. 

One out of every three rows of soy-
beans grown in Missouri goes to China, 
and one in every four rows grown in the 
United States goes to China. The day 
the Chinese announcement was made, 
soybean futures on the stock market 
were down almost $0.40 a bushel. This 
was only after the tariffs were an-
nounced. Can you imagine the kind of 
losses soybean farmers would face if 
they were actually implemented? 

Now, how about pork? Over the past 
10 years, the United States has been, on 
average, the top exporter of pork in the 
world. Last year alone, nearly $6.5 bil-
lion in pork was exported from the 
United States with $1 billion of that 
being exported to China. Pork exports 
help to support about 550,000 jobs. 

Midwest States like Missouri domi-
nate hog production and exports. Mis-
souri is ranked seventh, and our next- 
door neighbor, Kansas, is ranked tenth. 

The Chinese have announced that 
they will also target U.S. corn, which 
will negatively impact the corn-based 
ethanol plant in my district, Mid-Mis-
souri Energy. The plant is located in a 
little town, Malta Bend, and probably 
to some people that is not important, 
but it is a major economic stabilizer in 
that town and the entire area. 

Economic losses to that plant or even 
closure of the plant would have rip-
pling effects throughout the sur-
rounding area. 

Now, I know Mr. President is a real 
estate man, so he might not under-
stand how business works on a farm, 
but these people work on razor-thin 
margins. In any given year, a bad crop, 
lack of demand, or Mother Nature’s 
wrath can cause an economic downturn 
that leaves them struggling. American 
farmers have enough unknown vari-
ables they have to deal with. These 
reckless threats of tariffs on one of our 
biggest trading partners do not need to 
be added to that list. 

If this so-called war continues, we 
can expect Boeing plants, such as the 
one in St. Louis, Missouri, down the 
street from us in Kansas City, to hit 
China, and then China may back away 
from ordering some 7,000 planes that 
would strengthen and inject over $1 
trillion into our State’s economy. 

The President is correct, the Chinese 
do steal U.S. intellectual property and, 
yes, there is a trade imbalance in this 
relationship. Nevertheless, even with 
only one class in economics, I under-
stand clearly that trade wars are not 
good. No one wins. 

President Trump promised to nego-
tiate new and improved trade deals, 
but his negotiating skills are falling 
far short and our farmers and ranchers 
will pay the price. I encourage Presi-
dent Trump to reconsider his short-
sighted approach to trade and to offer 
him my help in finding other solutions 
to address our problems with China. 
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HONORING HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR 
FRED HILSENRATH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. HILL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
during Holocaust Days of Remem-
brance to recognize a constituent from 
my district and a Holocaust survivor, 
Mr. Fred Hilsenrath, of Fairfield Bay, 
Arkansas. 

I was introduced to Fred by the out-
standing mayor of Fairfield Bay, Paul 
Wellenberger. My staff and I had the 
opportunity to host Fred and his wife, 
Eleanor, for dinner and listen to their 
incredible story. 

Fred was only 4 years old when Ad-
olph Hitler took over as chancellor of 
Germany and the Nazi regime initiated 
his systematic extermination of the 
Jewish people of Central Europe. In 
1940, after Poland had been raided, the 
Hilsenrath family found themselves 
stuck between Nazi Germany and Rus-
sia. Soon they were assembled in the 

town square, along with other Jewish 
families, to be shipped to concentra-
tion camps in Romania. After spending 
years in the camps throughout Roma-
nia, facing death and witnessing some 
of the most heinous and grotesque 
atrocities the world has seen, the 
Hilsenrath family was finally rescued 
by a Jewish Russian soldier. 
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Fred and his family then walked 
from Romania to France to reunite 
with their long-separated father. While 
in France, Mr. Hilsenrath finished high 
school. 

In April of 1949, Fred moved to the 
United States. He had $40 to his name 
and knew no English. He studied elec-
trical engineering at the City College 
of New York and obtained long careers 
with well-known companies such as 
Lockheed Martin, IBM, and Ampex. 

After meeting his wife, Fred moved 
from San Francisco to Fairfield Bay, 
Arkansas. Here he retired to enjoy the 
slower pace of life in the Ozarks in The 
Natural State. 

As a man currently in his late 
eighties, Mr. Hilsenrath has turned his 
horribly painful childhood memories of 
the trials he faced and that so many 
other Jews faced and experienced dur-
ing the Holocaust into an educational 
moment. 

In a letter he wrote to me, Fred men-
tioned a lesson that he wants to give to 
our Arkansas students. He says: 

Not only can we use education as a way to 
rationally think of our Nation’s involvement 
in the future of our country as well as the 
world, but also to recognize the seed in their 
own heart; each of the students has a dream, 
they must find it now, not later, so that they 
can focus their lives on their future. 

Mr. Hilsenrath understands the deep 
need for education and how it plays a 
part in our moments of history. 

It is an honor for me and my staff not 
only to have met such an inspirational 
person, but to also represent him in the 
people’s House. 

CONGRATULATING DUSHUN SCARBROUGH ON 
MARTIN LUTHER KING REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate my friend DuShun 
Scarbrough, director of the Arkansas 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, 
for being awarded the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Drum Major Innovation Serv-
ice Award. 

The MLK, Jr. Drum Major Innova-
tion Service award, given to only 20 in-
dividuals nationwide, is awarded to 
volunteers who perform extraordinary 
everyday acts of service. 

DuShun’s leadership at the commis-
sion has proved to be invaluable toward 
its mission to promote understanding 
and acceptance of nonviolence, human 
equality, and community building 
among all Arkansans. 

Last week, my office was honored to 
welcome members of the commission, 
including Arkansas treasure and civil 
rights icon, Annie Abrams, along with 
former Wrightsville, Arkansas, Mayor 
Pat Ward while we commemorated and 
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