April 12, 2018

them. As these fallen airmen were es-
corted from the base, a sea of American
flags rose up to flank their caskets. As
their families prepared to say their
final good-byes, an unquestionable, un-
wavering sense of patriotism swelled,
carried on the backs of the Patriot
Guard Riders’ bikes.

They have especially made our Na-
tion’s heroes their priority when others
have neglected to show their apprecia-
tion. Time after time, when a veteran
of World War II, Korea, Vietnam has
been buried without family or friends,
you can count on the Patriot Guard
Riders to have been there. We need
more Pete Jepsons in our world, who is
the senior ride captain for all of Suf-
folk County. There’s Mary-Ann, LW,
Wayne, John, Eugene, Susan, Nancy,
Marc, Dennis, Richard, Warren, Karen,
and so many others who would drop ev-
erything at a moment’s notice to stand
for those who stood for us.

The Patriot Guard Riders are made
up of hundreds of thousands of every-
day people all across America. With
the inspiration that consumes us when-
ever we see them in action, we should
all aspire to the ideals and dedication
each and every one of them embody. To
our Patriot Guard Riders, thank you
for your service to our great country.

———

CONGRATULATING COACH
JERREMIAH JOHNSON AND AS-
SISTANT COACH BRETT BARTA
ON THEIR COACH OF THE YEAR
AWARDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, many
years ago, an outstanding coach from
my home State of Minnesota once said,
“I learned early on that you do not put
greatness into people but somehow try
to pull it out.” That coach was Herb
Brooks, who led Team USA to victory
at the 1980 Olympics. Minnesota is
home to many outstanding coaches
who carry on the legacy of Coach
Brooks every day.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
two of my district’s incredible coaches
for receiving awards from the Min-
nesota Hockey Coaches Association.
St. Michael-Albertville High School’s
Jerremiah Johnson achieved the AA
John Mariucci coach of the year award,
and Andover High School’s Brett Barta
received the assistant head coach of
the year award.

In Minnesota, we treat the sport of
hockey as a lifestyle, and our youth
coaches spend a lot of time with our
young people. I am proud that coaches
like Coach Johnson and Coach Barta
are carrying on the legacy of Min-
nesota legends like John Mariucci and
Herb Brooks and pulling the greatness
out of our young athletes every day.

Thank you, Jerremiah and Brett, for
passing on lessons in perseverance, in-
tegrity, and the great game of hockey
to the next generation.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

CELEBRATING THE ST. MICHAEL-ALBERTVILLE
HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING TEAM

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the St. Michael-
Albertville High School wrestling team
for winning their first-ever undisputed
Class 3A State title. The young men on
this team came close to winning in
2013. Due to a tie, however, they had to
share the title with another team. But
not this year. This year, the St. Mi-
chael-Albertville High School wres-
tling team finished what they started.

Congratulations to the wrestlers of
St. Michael-Albertville High School for
your first State championship. We ex-
pect many more.

RECOGNIZING TAMMY OVESON FOR BEING NAMED
NATIONAL CHILDCARE PROVIDER OF THE MONTH

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Tammy Oveson of
Waite Park, Minnesota. Tammy is an
outstanding childcare provider in Min-
nesota’s Sixth Congressional District.
She operates Learn ‘n Play Preschool
and was recently named National
Childcare Provider of the Month for
her dedication to early childhood de-
velopment and learning techniques.

Mr. Speaker, right now in Minnesota,
at this moment, Tammy and her assist-
ant, Karla, are working with young
children who will one day grow up to
be great citizens and, hopefully, leaders
of this great Nation. Tammy and
Karla’s work keeps Minnesota and our
Nation moving forward. I am grateful
for them and all of our childcare pro-
viders, teachers, counselors, and edu-
cators who are fostering future genera-
tions of Americans across the country.

I am honored to recognize Tammy
today and thank and congratulate her
on the incredible work she does for
young Minnesotans.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF VIETNAM

VETERAN LEO K. THORSNESS

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate Vietnam vet-
erans, to remember the heroes who
served our great Nation during the
most expansive war in American his-
tory. To those who have passed and
those still living, we offer our humble
and eternal thank you. While you may
not have always received a warm wel-
come or the gratitude you deserve, we
honor your sacrifice to this Nation,
now and forever.

The great State of Minnesota is home
to many of these incredible heroes, and
today I am proud to honor the life and
legacy of Leo K. Thorsness, who was
recently interred at Arlington National
Cemetery. Leo was Minnesota’s last
living recipient of the Medal of Honor.
He deserved that great honor and dis-
tinction for the incredible courage he
displayed in the Vietnam war.

During his time in Vietnam, Leo was
captured and imprisoned for 6 years,
spending one full year in solitary con-
finement. In honor of brave men like
Leo, I rise today to say thank you.
Thank you for your service, your sac-
rifice, and your willingness to put your
life on the line and fight to preserve
America’s values.
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RECOGNIZING ANOKA COUNTY SPECIAL DEPUTY
VERN WALDNER

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Vern Waldner of
Anoka County, Minnesota. After serv-
ing for 26 years as special deputy with
the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office re-
serve program, Vern is retiring.

Local communities are made better
by people like Vern who are willing to
give their time and service to help oth-
ers. Simply put, he made Anoka a safer
place to live.

For nearly three decades, Vern en-
sured the safety of families during each
annual Anoka Halloween Parade, an
event so large and so widely attended,
it has earned Anoka the title ‘‘Hal-
loween Capital of the World.” Vern was
at that parade every year, dedicated to
protecting his neighbors and friends.

As a community, we are grateful for
Vern and congratulate him on being
the second longest serving reserve dep-
uty in Anoka County history. Thank
you, Vern. We wish you a long and
happy retirement.

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. MASSIE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, here we
are, 4 legislative days after passing a
$1.3 trillion omnibus bill that is going
to blow the deficit through the roof.
And what are we going to do today? Oh,
don’t worry. We are going to fix it all.
We are going to vote for the balanced
budget amendment. That is right. This
is going to tie our hands. This balanced
budget amendment will cure every-
thing that ails Congress. It is going to
balance the budget. It is going to make
us balance the budget.

Mr. Speaker, there is a dictionary
over here in the House of Representa-
tives, 30 feet from me. I suggest we go
in there and rewrite the definition of
“audacity,” because it is that quality
of Congress that leads them to believe
that 4 legislative days after they blow
the budget they can pass a balanced
budget amendment and think that will
convince America that they are serious
about balancing the budget. That is the
definition of audacity.

Look, this is an unserious vote. We
know this balanced budget amendment
is going nowhere in the Senate. But
this is a very serious topic. This is the
Constitution we are talking about
amending. This is the document we
swore an oath to uphold, support, de-
fend. Our Founding Fathers died for it.

What is wrong with this balanced
budget amendment? Well, first of all,
let me tell you, it has got a loophole
you could drive a truck through. Sec-
tion 1, the very first part of this bal-
anced budget amendment, says, if
three-fifths of the whole number of
each House of Congress pass a budget
that is unbalanced, that is fine, but
you have got to get three-fifths vote.
Okay. Higher threshold. That will
cause us to balance the budget. Three-
fifths is hard to get, isn’t it?
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