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How many? What is three-fifths?
Sixty percent. How many Members of
Congress voted for that omnibus bill 4
legislative days ago? 60.5 percent in the
House. How many in the Senate? More
than that.
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This balanced budget amendment
wouldn’t have stopped the omnibus
bill. There is something worse in this
balanced budget amendment. Any year
that we are at war, it does not apply.
Let’s think about that.

The first day of Congress, we elect
the Speaker. We are going to elect a
new one this time. We elect the Speak-
er. We adopt the rules. The third order
of business will be to declare war so we
don’t have to follow the balanced budg-
et amendment. That is a loophole right
there, but it is a dangerous one.

Some people say: Well, at least we
will start declaring wars. We haven’t
declared a war since World War II.
Maybe it will get Congress to do its
job, its constitutional duty.

Well, I don’t think so. We have been
at war in Afghanistan for 17 years, and
this article in the balanced budget
amendment says: Well, you don’t have
to be at war as long as there is a con-
flict with our national security at
stake. Oh, you can forget the balanced
budget amendment.

What does that mean? For the last 17
years, this balanced budget amendment
wouldn’t apply to the war in Afghani-
stan or Iraq, where we have racked up
trillions of dollars of debt. The bal-
anced budget amendment would do
nothing to stop that.

Look, I am not against the concept of
an amendment to the Constitution
that limits the growth of government.
This government is so much bigger
than it was when our Founders started
this country, and for many years there-
after, but that is not what this bal-
anced budget amendment does. It is
not carefully crafted.

The thought that our Founders put
into the Constitution has not been put
into this document. It has not even
been debated in a committee. Yet,
today, we are going to vote on it. How
ridiculous is that?

So here is what I think we need to do.
Instead of having a balanced budget
amendment that encourages you to go
to war, that is toothless, that encour-
ages you to raise taxes instead of cut
spending, we need a balanced budget
amendment that somehow limits the
growth of government. Frankly, what
we need are people here that are seri-
ous about balancing the budget, not
another document, not an unserious
proposal.

So I would just say this. I know this
is a popular concept to have a balanced
budget amendment. I am not going to
urge a ‘‘yes’ vote or a ‘‘no’ vote or a
“present” vote. I am going to vote
“no’”’ because it is an unserious ap-
proach to a serious topic, and it should
be called ‘‘the CYA,” not ‘“‘the BBA,”
but I just want my colleagues to think
deeply and long about this amendment.
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Please read it. Please read it before
you vote on it. It is right here. It is
only three pages. Please read it. Think
deeply before you cast your vote to
alter this sacred document.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious and merciful God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

You bring forth blessings from just
deeds. Listen to our prayers for the
Members of this people’s House. Give
them the wisdom to meditate upon
Your revelation, Your law. Help them
find confidence in Your love, especially
in times of difficulty.

May their efforts reflect the mindset
and gracious manner revealed in Your
loving commands, and may their work
contain the depth of justice and the ex-
pansive embrace of human goodness
that You reveal to Your people.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Alabama (Mrs. ROBY)
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come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. ROBY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING
THOSE KILLED OR WOUNDED IN
SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks that
the House now observe a moment of si-
lence in honor of those who have been
killed or wounded in service to our
country and all those who serve and
their families.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

DAIRY FARMERS ARE FACING A
CRISIS

(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring attention to the urgent
crisis facing dairy farmers across my
district.

The low price of milk, labor short-
ages, and dwindling access to new mar-
kets are just some of the many chal-
lenges faced by the hardworking family
farms in my district. Additionally, the
Margin Protection Program has failed
North Country dairy farmers by pro-
viding little to no return on our farm-
ers’ buy-in.

Recently, I was pleased to support
the Bipartisan Budget Act, which con-
tained many urgent reforms to this
program, such as raising catastrophic
coverage for the first tier of covered
production for all farmers, reducing
premium rates to help farmers buy cov-
erage, and waiving costly administra-
tive fees for underserved farms.

Agriculture is truly the backbone of
our North Country economy, and gen-
erations of farmers have helped make
dairy production a way of life for many
families that I represent.

In Congress, I will keep fighting
every day to strengthen our family
farms for future generations.

————

CONGRESS DOES NOT NEED A
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
TO DO ITS JOB HONORABLY

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, House Republicans recently
voted to add $2.5 trillion to the na-
tional debt over the next decade. That
is more debt in the shortest period of
time by any one political party, the
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Republican Party, in American his-
tory. Their debt will exceed the entire
American economy in 10 years.

The moral horror of passing this debt
on to your kids and grandkids now be-
longs to you. You own it and they owe
it.

To now offer a balanced budget
amendment is transparently cowardly
and egregious. Congress does not need
a constitutional amendment to do its
job honorably. The Constitution al-
ready gives Congress that authority.
What is missing is the intestinal for-
titude to do that which the Constitu-
tion calls on you to do honorably.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE OF
SERGEANT JACK COLEMAN COOK

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life of Sergeant
Jack Coleman Cook of Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas, for his heroic actions in World
War II. Sergeant Cook was a ball turret
gunner on a B-17 Flying Fortress
named the Challenger.

On February 3, 1945, the 384th Bomb
Group participated in a mission over
Berlin. During the mission, the Chal-
lenger was hit by flak, damaging mul-
tiple engines, gas tanks, and the fuse-
lage, but left the crew unharmed.

On the return journey home, the
plane began losing altitude and crash-
landed in the frigid North Sea. The
crewmembers abandoned the aircraft
and boarded two life rafts but became
separated.

Navigator Edward Field, a crew-
member who stayed in the water,
began to push his raft towards the
other raft but became numb and said
that he could no longer hold on. Ser-
geant Cook got into the water so the
crew’s navigator could get out of the
cold sea and take his spot in the raft.
The sergeant then swam for 45 minutes
until they reached the second raft.
Shortly afterward, air-sea rescue lo-
cated the crew, but Sergeant Cook had
little life left in him, and he passed
away on the boat.

It is with great gratitude and respect
that I honor Jack Coleman Cook. Ser-
geant Cook is a true American hero. He
selflessly gave his life for his fellow
man, and for this, we remember him
more than 70 years later.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
SERGEANT JACK COLEMAN COOK

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, like Mr.
WESTERMAN, I rise today to recognize
the heroic actions taken by 384th Bomb
Group ball turret gunner Jack Coleman
Cook of Hot Springs, Arkansas, during
a World War II mission.

Selflessly, Sergeant Cook gave his
life to save the life of his fellow air-
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men, including my constituent, First
Lieutenant Edward Field, a veteran
and poet from Brooklyn, New York. On
February 3, 1945, in a bombing mission
over Berlin, Sergeant Cook showed us
what true heroism looks like.

After their B-17 bomber crashed into
the North Sea, the crewmembers were
forced to inflate two life rafts. Unfortu-
nately, only one raft was able to fully
inflate, leaving two men, Lieutenant
Field and another crewmember, in the
frigid water.

After they had spent about 30 min-
utes in the water, Sergeant Cook gave
up his spot in the raft for Lieutenant
Field, who had become numb. Sergeant
Cook then swam in the freezing water
to the other raft, which was only par-
tially inflated. Unfortunately, he died
before a British vessel could come and
rescue them.

In his poem, “World War II,”” Lieu-
tenant Field honored the incredible
sacrifice made by Sergeant Cook, rec-
ognizing that his survival is entwined
with the spirit born from another
hero’s sacrifice.

It is my distinct honor today to com-
memorate the American heroes who
bravely served our country, in this
case, Sergeant Jack Coleman Cook and
First Lieutenant Edward Field.

—————

RECOGNIZING DEPUTY ANDREW
JENKINS FOR BEING AWARDED
CONGRESSIONAL BADGE OF
BRAVERY

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Deputy Andrew Jen-
kins of the Eaton County Sheriff’s De-
partment for being awarded the Con-
gressional Badge of Bravery. He is only
the second law enforcement officer
from Michigan to ever receive this high
honor.

On the evening of December 20, 2016,
Deputy Jenkins was the first emer-
gency responder to a Delta Township
residence which was already in flames.
Although he had no protective clothing
or equipment, he immediately entered
the home, finding three family mem-
bers, two of whom were disabled and
unable to walk.

He subsequently rescued all three oc-
cupants, carrying the disabled individ-
uals to safety as the fire continued to
spread, putting himself in great dan-
ger. All three residents and Deputy
Jenkins were hospitalized and treated
for smoke inhalation, and one person
was subsequently treated at the Uni-
versity of Michigan burn unit.

If Deputy Jenkins had not acted so
quickly that night, three lives may
have been lost. His heroism and selfless
actions that night clearly established
why Deputy Jenkins is so deserving of
the Congressional Badge of Bravery.

MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE IS A
SERIOUS HEALTH CRISIS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to call attention to a
serious health crisis in America: the
maternal mortality rate in the country
is worse than in the rest of the devel-
oped world.

In fact, the United States is the only
industrialized nation where the number
of pregnancy-related deaths is on the
rise. This is particularly true for Black
women, who are nearly four times
more likely to die from pregnancy
complications than White women.

Additionally, The New York Times
reported yesterday that Black infants
are now more than twice as likely to
die as White infants, a disparity which
is larger now than it was in 1850.

Black Maternal Health Week started
yesterday. Today, I stand before Con-
gress not only to raise awareness, but
to encourage my colleagues to take
swift action and fund maternal
healthcare clinics in 2019.

CELEBRATING THE CAREER OF
JIM MOYER

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Jim Moyer, asso-
ciate dean of research at Washington
State University, and to congratulate
him on his retirement. Jim graduated
from Washington State in 1971 and
went on to pursue several higher de-
grees and academic achievements.

He is prominently renowned as a
plant pathologist, having served as the
president of the American
Phytopathological Society, and his re-
search contributions have earned him
both national and international rec-
ognition. He received the USDA Agri-
cultural Research Service’s Morrison
Medal before he returned to Pullman to
serve as the associate dean of research

for WSU’s College of Agriculture,
Human, and Natural Resource
Sciences.

In this position, he advocated for ag-
riculture stakeholders and supported
research in Washington State and
across the country. He testified before
the House Agriculture Committee and
has led WSU to be number one in
USDA research and development ex-
penditures in fiscal year 2016.

Jim and I have worked closely to-
gether since I came to Congress, and I
am grateful for all he has done for my
alma mater. I urge my colleagues to
join me in celebrating his successful
career, and I wish him the best in his
retirement.

Go, Cougars.

———

RECOGNIZING BAY COUNTY
DEPUTY SHERIFF MIKE CLANCY

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Bay County Deputy Sher-
iff Mike Clancy for his heroic efforts in
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