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Republican Party, in American his-
tory. Their debt will exceed the entire
American economy in 10 years.

The moral horror of passing this debt
on to your kids and grandkids now be-
longs to you. You own it and they owe
it.

To now offer a balanced budget
amendment is transparently cowardly
and egregious. Congress does not need
a constitutional amendment to do its
job honorably. The Constitution al-
ready gives Congress that authority.
What is missing is the intestinal for-
titude to do that which the Constitu-
tion calls on you to do honorably.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE OF
SERGEANT JACK COLEMAN COOK

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life of Sergeant
Jack Coleman Cook of Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas, for his heroic actions in World
War II. Sergeant Cook was a ball turret
gunner on a B-17 Flying Fortress
named the Challenger.

On February 3, 1945, the 384th Bomb
Group participated in a mission over
Berlin. During the mission, the Chal-
lenger was hit by flak, damaging mul-
tiple engines, gas tanks, and the fuse-
lage, but left the crew unharmed.

On the return journey home, the
plane began losing altitude and crash-
landed in the frigid North Sea. The
crewmembers abandoned the aircraft
and boarded two life rafts but became
separated.

Navigator Edward Field, a crew-
member who stayed in the water,
began to push his raft towards the
other raft but became numb and said
that he could no longer hold on. Ser-
geant Cook got into the water so the
crew’s navigator could get out of the
cold sea and take his spot in the raft.
The sergeant then swam for 45 minutes
until they reached the second raft.
Shortly afterward, air-sea rescue lo-
cated the crew, but Sergeant Cook had
little life left in him, and he passed
away on the boat.

It is with great gratitude and respect
that I honor Jack Coleman Cook. Ser-
geant Cook is a true American hero. He
selflessly gave his life for his fellow
man, and for this, we remember him
more than 70 years later.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
SERGEANT JACK COLEMAN COOK

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, like Mr.
WESTERMAN, I rise today to recognize
the heroic actions taken by 384th Bomb
Group ball turret gunner Jack Coleman
Cook of Hot Springs, Arkansas, during
a World War II mission.

Selflessly, Sergeant Cook gave his
life to save the life of his fellow air-
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men, including my constituent, First
Lieutenant Edward Field, a veteran
and poet from Brooklyn, New York. On
February 3, 1945, in a bombing mission
over Berlin, Sergeant Cook showed us
what true heroism looks like.

After their B-17 bomber crashed into
the North Sea, the crewmembers were
forced to inflate two life rafts. Unfortu-
nately, only one raft was able to fully
inflate, leaving two men, Lieutenant
Field and another crewmember, in the
frigid water.

After they had spent about 30 min-
utes in the water, Sergeant Cook gave
up his spot in the raft for Lieutenant
Field, who had become numb. Sergeant
Cook then swam in the freezing water
to the other raft, which was only par-
tially inflated. Unfortunately, he died
before a British vessel could come and
rescue them.

In his poem, “World War II,”” Lieu-
tenant Field honored the incredible
sacrifice made by Sergeant Cook, rec-
ognizing that his survival is entwined
with the spirit born from another
hero’s sacrifice.

It is my distinct honor today to com-
memorate the American heroes who
bravely served our country, in this
case, Sergeant Jack Coleman Cook and
First Lieutenant Edward Field.

—————

RECOGNIZING DEPUTY ANDREW
JENKINS FOR BEING AWARDED
CONGRESSIONAL BADGE OF
BRAVERY

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Deputy Andrew Jen-
kins of the Eaton County Sheriff’s De-
partment for being awarded the Con-
gressional Badge of Bravery. He is only
the second law enforcement officer
from Michigan to ever receive this high
honor.

On the evening of December 20, 2016,
Deputy Jenkins was the first emer-
gency responder to a Delta Township
residence which was already in flames.
Although he had no protective clothing
or equipment, he immediately entered
the home, finding three family mem-
bers, two of whom were disabled and
unable to walk.

He subsequently rescued all three oc-
cupants, carrying the disabled individ-
uals to safety as the fire continued to
spread, putting himself in great dan-
ger. All three residents and Deputy
Jenkins were hospitalized and treated
for smoke inhalation, and one person
was subsequently treated at the Uni-
versity of Michigan burn unit.

If Deputy Jenkins had not acted so
quickly that night, three lives may
have been lost. His heroism and selfless
actions that night clearly established
why Deputy Jenkins is so deserving of
the Congressional Badge of Bravery.

MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE IS A
SERIOUS HEALTH CRISIS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to call attention to a
serious health crisis in America: the
maternal mortality rate in the country
is worse than in the rest of the devel-
oped world.

In fact, the United States is the only
industrialized nation where the number
of pregnancy-related deaths is on the
rise. This is particularly true for Black
women, who are nearly four times
more likely to die from pregnancy
complications than White women.

Additionally, The New York Times
reported yesterday that Black infants
are now more than twice as likely to
die as White infants, a disparity which
is larger now than it was in 1850.

Black Maternal Health Week started
yesterday. Today, I stand before Con-
gress not only to raise awareness, but
to encourage my colleagues to take
swift action and fund maternal
healthcare clinics in 2019.

CELEBRATING THE CAREER OF
JIM MOYER

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Jim Moyer, asso-
ciate dean of research at Washington
State University, and to congratulate
him on his retirement. Jim graduated
from Washington State in 1971 and
went on to pursue several higher de-
grees and academic achievements.

He is prominently renowned as a
plant pathologist, having served as the
president of the American
Phytopathological Society, and his re-
search contributions have earned him
both national and international rec-
ognition. He received the USDA Agri-
cultural Research Service’s Morrison
Medal before he returned to Pullman to
serve as the associate dean of research

for WSU’s College of Agriculture,
Human, and Natural Resource
Sciences.

In this position, he advocated for ag-
riculture stakeholders and supported
research in Washington State and
across the country. He testified before
the House Agriculture Committee and
has led WSU to be number one in
USDA research and development ex-
penditures in fiscal year 2016.

Jim and I have worked closely to-
gether since I came to Congress, and I
am grateful for all he has done for my
alma mater. I urge my colleagues to
join me in celebrating his successful
career, and I wish him the best in his
retirement.

Go, Cougars.

———

RECOGNIZING BAY COUNTY
DEPUTY SHERIFF MIKE CLANCY

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Bay County Deputy Sher-
iff Mike Clancy for his heroic efforts in
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