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Yesterday, HUD awarded $1.6 billion 

to help the Virgin Islands to recover 
after the hurricanes. These recovery 
funds awarded were provided through 
HUD’s Community Development Block 
Grant Disaster Recovery Program and 
are a part of the hard-fought battle 
here in Congress to appropriate fund-
ing, specifically to the territories. 

The Virgin Islands normally receives 
a mere $1 million from this fund. This 
crucial funding will help us to address 
the disaster-related deficiencies in 
housing, public service, and infrastruc-
ture as determined by local officials 
with citizen input. 

I am imploring our local government 
to engage the community and have 
strategic plans in this. Building more 
resilient infrastructure in the Virgin 
Islands is critical to future economic 
stability. We must rebuild the Virgin 
Islands and Puerto Rico the right way. 

Our children are presently in schools 
in the Virgin Islands 4 hours per day as 
they share space because of the tre-
mendous loss of infrastructure. The 
negligence leading to inadequate care 
and oversight of our loved ones is unac-
ceptable. The stress of hurricanes does 
not need to be exacerbated by ineffi-
cient evacuation protocols and lack of 
transparency. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Congress and 
others to do what is necessary, to sup-
port the Virgin Islands and others in 
rebuilding. 

f 

HIGHLIGHTING THE GIVE SEVEN 
DAYS CHALLENGE 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the Give Seven Days 
challenge that began in my district in 
Kansas this week, an outreach program 
founded by a woman named Mindy 
Corporon. 

Mindy tragically lost both her father, 
William, and her 14-year-old son, Reat, 
in the horrific shooting at the Jewish 
Community Center and Village Shalom 
in Overland Park back in April of 2014. 

Who among us would have questioned 
Mindy if she slipped into despair after 
such a loss? Losing a parent is difficult 
enough, and losing your child on the 
same day is something no person 
should ever have to endure. But instead 
of despair, Mindy has chosen love, 
faith, kindness, and remembrance. 

She founded Give Seven Days, which 
challenges young and old to embrace 
diversity across race, religion, and cul-
ture. It also honors the memory of Wil-
liam, Reat, and Terri LaManno, the 
third victim of the attack. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s all follow Mindy’s 
example. Let’s remember those we 
have lost and, in their memory, create 
a wave of positive change for the fu-
ture. 

Let’s make a ripple and change the 
world. 

COMMENDING BENSALEM HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a group of 
thoughtful and innovative students in 
my district from Bensalem, Pennsyl-
vania. 

Six students at Bensalem High 
School have been working in their in-
dustrial design class to build a snow 
sled for the blind. Working with stu-
dents from Villanova University to 
make their prototype as strong as pos-
sible, they came up with a design that 
included a backrest and steering han-
dles, and they also enhanced this de-
vice with sensors that vibrate the han-
dles when obstacles are detected. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of the hard 
work of students Jonathan Cham-
pagne-Cox, Brandon Gomez, Jakub 
Hajduk, Tom Kelly, Eric Rosenberg, 
and Michael Wible. I would also like to 
commend Bensalem curriculum coordi-
nator Dan Lubacz for his guidance and 
for teaching his students that their 
gifts and talents could be used in com-
passionate ways. 

f 

REGULAR ORDER IN THE 
REGULATORY RELIEF PROCESS 

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, the regu-
latory relief bill that passed the Senate 
just a few short weeks ago was crafted 
to get past the 60-vote cloture thresh-
old. Our Senate colleagues are now 
asking the House to pass that deal 
without amendment because they don’t 
have an interest in voting on the meas-
ure again. 

That is not the legislative process en-
visioned by the Framers of the Con-
stitution and demonstrates a disregard 
for the policy work of the people’s 
House. 

The House Financial Services Com-
mittee has worked tirelessly to pass bi-
partisan bills that will provide nec-
essary regulatory relief to Main Street 
America. 

Chairman HENSARLING has identified 
15 commonsense bills that passed out 
of the Financial Services Committee 
with broad bipartisan support and have 
the support of the ranking member. 
Yet some in the Senate continue to in-
sist that any amendment to legislation 
is inadmissible. 

While I support the goal of providing 
much-needed relief to our community 
banks and credit unions, I believe we 
should take a more thoughtful and in-
clusive approach that considers the 
will of the people as represented in this 
body. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
the leadership in the House, as well as 
Chairman HENSARLING, for fighting for 

the bipartisan policy initiatives of the 
Members of this Chamber in the regu-
latory relief process. 

f 

HONORING NATIONAL LIBRARY 
WEEK 

(Mr. HURD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of National Library Week to 
recognize the importance of our Na-
tion’s libraries to local communities. 

Our local libraries cultivate lifelong 
learning and reading and a profound 
sense of community across south and 
west Texas. They serve as community 
gathering places and local epicenters of 
educational innovation. 

At our libraries, folks of all ages can 
learn about their community’s history, 
while accessing technological tools 
that lead us into the future. 

In many towns in the 23rd District of 
Texas, our public libraries go far be-
yond providing books and serve as the 
primary provider of literacy program-
ming, especially in underserved rural 
areas. This is why I have taken advan-
tage of an important program within 
the Library of Congress that allows 
Members of Congress to donate books 
to local libraries across their districts. 

For National Library Week, I would 
like to express gratitude for all the 
local librarians who provide these 
priceless services. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LADY ROCK 
LIONS ON THEIR WIN 

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of the Lady Rock Lions bas-
ketball team for winning the 2018 Na-
tional Association of Christian Ath-
letes Division 2 women’s tournament. 

These young women from The Rock 
School in Gainesville played through a 
grueling season to earn their spot in 
the tournament this past February. 
Their dedication paid off, and the Lady 
Rock Lions were named national cham-
pions. 

Their hard work, discipline, and un-
breakable spirit have earned them the 
right to stand among the greats of high 
school basketball. I am confident in 
their ability to continue to succeed 
both athletically and academically, 
and I look forward to watching these 
young women bring more honor, pride, 
and success to not just their lives, but 
to our district. 

Go Lady Rock Lions and, yes, you do 
rock. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOST). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, 
the Chair will postpone further pro-
ceedings today on the motion to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
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