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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF JOE’S PLACE PIZZA &
PASTA

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 13, 2018

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Joe’s Place Pizza and Pasta, which has
been proudly serving Arlington and Northern
Virginia for 40 years, beginning with its first lo-
cation in 1978. Joe Farruggio came to the
U.S. from his Sicilian hometown of Agrigento,
ltaly in 1970 to pursue the American dream.
After opening his first location in Bailey’s
Crossroads in 1978, the family added addi-
tional locations with ongoing success, finally
consolidating the locations to Arlington so fam-
ily members could remain closely involved and
ensure the superior customer service they
proudly provide every day.

Over time, Joe’s Place has developed a
reputation for the best pizza in town, along
with a warm, friendly atmosphere and strong
support for the community, especially our local
schools and nonprofits helping others less for-
tunate. Many of Joe’s staff have been with
them for 10, 20, even 30 years. They and their
many longtime regular customers truly are like
family. The entire Farruggio family, made up
of Joe and his sons Roberto, Enrico and
Alessandro; his wife Rosa and children
Rosario and Gabriella; Rosabel and her hus-
band Anthony and daughter Gemma;
Calogero and his wife Maria; Rosario, his wife
Patricia and son Alessandro; Marisa and her
husband Sami and daughter Sofia; Fortunato
and his wife Maria; Franco and his wife Anna
and daughter Isabel; Federica and her hus-
band Max and sons Adam and Matteo, and all
of Joe’s dedicated, hardworking staff are
proud of this 40th anniversary milestone and
truly grateful for their success, for being part
of the wonderful Arlington community, and for
representing one local family’s achievement of
the American Dream.

——
TRIBUTE TO MEDEA
KALOGNOMOS—28TH CONGRES-

SIONAL DISTRICT WOMAN OF
THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 13, 2018

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable = woman, Medea
Kalognomos of Sunland, California.

In 1962, Medea moved to the United States
from Iran to pursue her education. After grad-

uating from Belmont High School in Los Ange-
les, she attended North Carolina State Univer-
sity and Point Loma Nazarene University in
California, receiving a Bachelor's Degree in
French and a Master's Degree in Pupil Per-
sonnel Services.

Medea fulfilled her lifelong dream of becom-
ing a school teacher when she was hired by
the Glendale Unified School District, where
she worked for a quarter of a century. She
taught French and English as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL) at Eleanor J. Toll Middle School,
and then became an ESL Program Specialist
at Eleanor J. Toll Middle School and Woodrow
Wilson Middle School, and was also a Coun-
selor at Glendale High School, where she pa-
tiently and compassionately advised students.
She also guided many immigrant students and
made a lasting impact in their lives, by instill-
ing in them the importance of civic involve-
ment and education.

An avid student advocate and civic leader,
Ms. Kalognomos has dedicated countless
hours to the community, and has served in
over sixteen community and academic organi-
zations in the past thirty-five years. Currently,
she is a member of the Armenian Educational
Foundation, the Armenian National Committee
of America—Western Region Education Com-
mittee, and co-president of the Committee for
Armenian Students in Public Schools, which is
an organization that has been a positive influ-
ence and inspiration to students in public
schools. Most recently, Medea served as
chairperson of the Committee for Armenian
Students in Public Schools Leadership Work-
shop, where Glendale Unified School District
and Los Angeles Unified School District high
school juniors with a 3.5 and higher grade
point average gathered to learn valuable lead-
ership skills and the importance of volun-
teering in the community. In addition to her
tireless service in the local communities,
Medea has volunteered at schools, orphan-
ages and hospitals in Armenia for many years.

Medea’s extraordinary work has not gone
unnoticed as she has been recognized with
numerous awards, including the Ruby Award
from the Soroptimist International of the
Verdugos.

Ms. Kalognomos has been married to Ser-
geant Major Alexander Kalognomos for 50
years, and they have two children, Alex and
Helen.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring this
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, Medea
Kalognomos.

———

HONORING MS. VERONICA
“RONNIE” BRADLEY

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 13, 2018

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life and service of

Veronica “Ronnie” Bradley, a groundbreaking
Marine Corps veteran. Ronnie, a longtime
resident of New Milford, Connecticut, passed
away on February 25 at the age of 95 after a
long and inspiring life.

As a young woman, Ronnie became one of
the first women to join the Marine Corps in
1942 during the Second World War. Following
boot camp and training, Ronnie was stationed
at an air base in Santa Barbara, California.
The Marine Corps was one of the last to wel-
come women into service, and Ronnie and her
compatriots were instrumental in changing the
service’s culture to recognize the passion and
value women brought to the Marines. During
the war, Ronnie literally became a poster child
of the Marine Corps—her image was used in
a recruiting flyer encouraging women to enlist
and serve.

After the end of World War Il, Ronnie left
the Marines and began her family, but she re-
mained active in the veteran community
throughout her life. She shared her story and
passion for service with countless others
across Connecticut and our country, and was
recognized by the Marine Corps as the 2011
Marine of the Year.

Mr. Speaker, Ronnie Bradley not only volun-
teered to serve her country during a national
crisis, but also broke the ground for genera-
tions of women to follow her in serving as Ma-
rines. Her passion and humility are examples
to all of us who pursue public service. My con-
dolences go out to Ronnie’s family and all
those who will miss her special spirit, and it is
right that we celebrate her achievements here
today and keep her story and memory alive.

CRISIS OF OUR NATIONAL DEBT
HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 13, 2018

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, we need to
address the crisis of our federal debt. We
need fiscal responsibility. As Members of Con-
gress, we are entrusted by the public to be
wise stewards of taxpayer dollars. The deficit
is a long-term threat to our country’s stability,
but this proposed amendment is not a realistic
solution to that problem. We need a bipar-
tisan, adult conversation about the need for
both budget cuts and additional revenue to
bring our country’s finances into balance. This
shouldn’t be rocket science.

A Balanced Budget Amendment would be
worthy of consideration if properly crafted to
provide flexibility in times of war, recession, or
national emergency. However, this rigid
amendment fails to anticipate these unfortu-
nate, but inevitable, contingencies. Instead, it
is a cynical attempt to paper over the enor-
mous cost of the Republican tax bill that dis-
proportionately benefits wealthy and corporate
interests in the United States. That’s not a so-
lution for serious investment in our country,
nor is it a plan for smart growth.
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We need to have responsible discussions
about how to fund our military, provide support
to Americans in need, and invest in infrastruc-
ture, research, and other ways to improve
Americans’ lives. In short, we need to have a
budget that works for its citizens. A balanced
budget cannot just mean cutting for the sake
of cutting. Responsible budgeting must include
the revenue side as well.

I's not too much to ask the wealthiest
Americans and major corporations to pay their
fair share, to give back to American society
and help build our country up. This serious
conversation about both revenue and spend-
ing has been notably absent from our recent
debates.

Congress has all of the legislative tools it
needs to fix the deficit, it just requires making
the tough choices to create real solutions. As
we saw during the Clinton years, we have the
potential to balance the federal budget, and
even run surpluses. We simply need to join to-
gether in a bipartisan effort and muster the will
to enact responsible fiscal policies that ad-
dress both revenue and spending.

If we see fiscal responsibility as consisting
of only spending cuts, or only revenue adjust-
ments, then we are doing a disservice to the
nation, and we are not living in the real world.
Our looming debt is a serious issue, and it
needs to be discussed seriously.

| ask my colleagues to oppose this Bal-
anced Budget Amendment, and | implore my
colleagues to join me at the table for a re-
sponsible discussion on deficits, revenue, and
spending. We need to have broad-based, if
difficult, conversations about our budget proc-
ess. Only then will we come up with budget
compromises that work for all Americans.

———

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION
TO EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF APRIL 2018 AS
NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 13, 2018

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, since 2003,
April has been recognized as “National Do-
nate Life Month” across the country. Every
year, the month serves as a chance to en-
courage organ and tissue donor registration,
recognize those individuals who continue to
wait for a transplant, and honor living and de-
ceased donors and their families for their gift
of life.

Every ten minutes, a person is added to the
national transplant waiting list. As of April
2018, more than 114,000 people are awaiting
an organ donation. Unfortunately, despite over
130 million people registered as donors, the
need for donated organs outweighs the sup-
ply. Sadly, on average, 20 people die each
day while waiting for a needed transplant.

The simple truth is that organ donation and
transplantation saves lives. In fact, organ do-
nation from a single deceased donor can ben-
efit up to eight individuals. And living kidney
and liver donors provide transplant candidates
with the chance to live longer.

Today, on Blue & Green Day, during which
the public is encouraged to wear blue and
green to raise organ donation awareness, |
am proud to introduce a bipartisan resolution
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to recognize April 2018 as “National Donate
Life Month” and support its goals and ideals.

TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA ANNE
KINAGA—28TH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 13, 2018

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Women’s History Month. Each year, we pay
special tribute to the contributions made by
our nation’s women. It is an honor to pay
homage to outstanding women who are mak-
ing a difference in my Congressional District.
| would like to recognize a remarkable woman,
Patricia Anne Kinaga, of Pasadena, California.

A third generation Japanese American, Pa-
tricia Anne Kinaga was born and raised in Los
Angeles County. Her parents, Rose and
Thomas Kinaga, met when they were interned
during World War |l. After the war, her parents
moved the family to Palos Verdes Estates,
where she experienced discrimination, and it
was this negative childhood experience that
set Patricia on a life-long path to advocate for
the lives of Asian Pacific Islanders every-
where.

Patricia received a B.A. cum laude in urban
anthropology at University of California Los
Angeles and obtained a Master in City Plan-
ning at the University of California Berkeley.
Upon graduating from UC Berkeley she se-
cured a position with the State of California
Department of Housing and Community Devel-
opment in Sacramento, where she was se-
lected to participate in a White House spon-
sored program in the Sierra Nevadas to im-
prove housing and economic conditions for the
rural impoverished in that region. She grad-
uated from Georgetown Law in 1984 and
moved back to Los Angeles to begin her legal
career at the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Of-
fice and in this position, she served as a pros-
ecutor specializing in domestic violence and
child abuse cases and as a civil trial attorney
in the Employee Relations Section. After work-
ing as a partner in serval prestigious law firms
including her own, Ms. Kinaga joined LTL At-
torneys LLP as a partner.

A community leader for well over thirty
years, Patricia served on the board of direc-
tors of Planned Parenthood, Los Angeles, is a
founding member of the Los Angeles chapter
of Asian Pacific Islanders for Choice, Co-
Founder of The Center for Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Women, and the Chair and Co-Founder
of Asian and Pacific Islanders with Disabilities
of California. She is a former member of the
President's Committee on Employment of
People with Disabilities, an alumni of the Jap-
anese Leadership Delegation, past president
of the Japanese American Bar Association,
and is an appointed member of the American
Bar Association Commission on Disability
Rights.

Ms. Kinaga has received numerous awards,
including from Asian Americans Advancing
Justice, the NOW Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund, the State Assembly and Senate
Women in Business Award, and the pres-
tigious Peter E. Haas Public Service Award
from UC Berkeley. In addition, Patricia is also
an award winning writer/producer who re-
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ceived a Los Angeles Area Emmy Awards
nomination for the film “About Love” on do-
mestic violence. Other major works include a
documentary on the 442 Regimental Combat
Team, which has been distributed to schools
by the History Channel.

Patricia, her husband Peter Wong and their
two children, Brandon and Emily live in Pasa-
dena California.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring an
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, Patricia
Anne Kinaga.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF BETTY
FORD’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 13, 2018

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the day of First Lady Betty Ford's
100th birthday. Her lifetime of work bettered
the lives of countless Americans.

Born in Chicago, lllinois, in 1918, Elizabeth
“Betty” Ford moved to Michigan as a young
girl and worked various jobs to help her family
make ends meet during the Great Depression.
At the age of 11, she earned money by mod-
eling, working with disabled children, and
dancing, which became a lifelong passion of
hers. Mrs. Ford moved back to Grand Rapids
after taking dance classes and performing in
New York City. That was where she met her
eventual husband, Gerald Ford, a World War
Il veteran and practicing lawyer. After her hus-
band was elected to his first term as a Mem-
ber of Congress, the Fords moved out east,
where they’'d live for over 20 years as he
served 13 terms in the House of Representa-
tives. After being appointed as Vice President
in 1973 under President Richard Nixon after
the resignation of Spiro Agnew; Mr. Ford as-
sumed the presidency in 1974 and served
until 1977. Mrs. Ford was a beloved First Lady
of the United States, known for her genuine
passion for the causes she championed and
her love for her four children: Michael Gerald
Ford, John “Jack” Gardner Ford, Steven
Meigs Ford, and Susan Elizabeth Ford.

As First Lady, Mrs. Ford was an advocate
for women’s rights and was at the forefront of
the women’s movement in the 1970s. She
was unabashed in her belief that every Amer-
ican deserves to receive equal treatment in
the workplace and public landscape and was
named Time Woman of the Year in 1975 for
her efforts. She was always honest and can-
didly refreshing for the political arena. Other
causes that the First Lady notably championed
included the arts and breast cancer aware-
ness. She spoke openly about her mastec-
tomy when in the White House and went on
to be very blunt about alcohol and opioid
drugs and helped found the Betty Ford Center.
Her courage and support helped numerous
people with their journey of addiction and re-
covery. On what would be her 100th birthday,
her legacy remains; Mrs. Ford was a strong,
blunt, tenacious, real and courageous leader
whose spirit continues to this day to inspire
women and men alike to stand up for what
they believe in.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating Mrs. Betty Ford’s contributions
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