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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MARSHALL). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
April 16, 2018. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ROGER W. 
MARSHALL to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HILL) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

Bless the Members of the people’s 
House. There are many important 

issues to be considered with multiple 
interests and priorities dividing the 
House in its deliberations. 

Today, we ask Your blessing upon so 
many Americans in many parts of our 
country who are suffering due to severe 
weather. May their needs be met expe-
ditiously, and may those first respond-
ers and others who have come to their 
assistance be blessed in their efforts 
and know of the prayers and support of 
a grateful nation. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

COMMEMORATING ISRAEL’S 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Last 
week, I introduced H. Res. 815, which 
commemorates the 70th anniversary of 
the founding of the State of Israel as 
well as President Donald Trump’s cou-
rageous decision to move the American 
Embassy to Jerusalem. 

Over the past 70 years, the Israeli 
people have demonstrated resiliency of 
the human spirit while overcoming tre-
mendous obstacles. Every day Israelis 
endure the threat of terrorism in their 
lives, but they remain optimistic about 
the future of their country. 

As Americans face a similar enemy 
in the global war on terrorism, we 
must continue to strengthen our rela-
tionship inspired by Ambassador Ron 
Dermer. 

By holding fair and free elections and 
vigorously legislating in its par-
liament, Israel is a shining model of 
democracy. I am grateful for another 
remarkable year of freedom with the 
bold leadership of Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

DANGERS OF PARTISAN FARM 
BILL 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to make clear the dangers of a partisan 
farm bill that we are considering in the 
House Agriculture Committee this 
week. 

Bipartisanship is not simply a 
buzzword. Bipartisanship is vital for 
policies to serve the widest range of 
Americans. Sadly, it is in short supply 
these days in our Capitol. The House 
Agriculture Committee has, for over 40 
years, traditionally been a very bipar-
tisan committee because our Nation’s 
food supply affects everyone: rich and 
poor, farmers and consumers, Demo-
crats and Republicans alike. 

Our farm bill is America’s food bill, 
and it needs to be about feeding all of 
us. I always say it is really a matter of 
our national security, yet the bill we 
are considering this week is, without 
question, a partisan farm bill. 
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