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I just wanted to pay tribute to her 

tonight. 
I thank Congressman WILSON for this 

great honor to be able to speak and to 
mention an outstanding member of my 
district and what she stood for, and 
that we shall not be bystanders and 
that we shall always remember and not 
let this very horrific part of human 
history be forgotten and make sure 
that it never gets repeated again. 

I just want to say thank you, and 
may God rest her soul, Helen Sperling, 
an amazing inspiration to me and so 
many thousands of others in my com-
munity. I just want to thank you for 
giving me a moment to recognize the 
great Helen Sperling from New Hart-
ford, New York. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Congresswoman 
CLAUDIA TENNEY very much for her 
heartfelt presentation, and we appre-
ciate her military family. 

While I am concluding, I would like 
to recognize a few Holocaust survivors 
in South Carolina. May we never forget 
their pain and suffering, as well as 
their family and friends who have be-
come beloved citizens of the State of 
South Carolina. 

Ben Stern, born in 1924 in Kielce, Po-
land. Ben spent 6 months in the Kielce 
ghetto, where he was beaten and 
threatened to be hung for leaving the 
ghetto to get food for his family. Then 
he was taken to a forced labor camp 
called Henrykow, after which he never 
saw his family again. He then was 
transferred to Auschwitz, where he was 
sorted and sent to Birkenau. 

After being transferred again due to 
the Russians closing in, Ben was forced 
to participate in a death march where 
all those left standing at the end were 
murdered. He had fallen over just be-
fore those executions because he could 
no longer walk. Ben was later found by 
the American Army and rescued weigh-
ing 89 pounds but alive and liberated. 

Bert Gosschalk, born in 1920 in a lit-
tle village in Holland. He was a mem-
ber of the resistance. After a failed re-
sistance attempt to blow up a railway 
to take away Nazi’s access, he and his 
wife were caught. Bert was then taken 
to the SS headquarters for questioning. 
There, he spent all day on his knees 
without food or water. 

While he was being questioned at the 
SS headquarters, a Dutch resistance 
group ambushed the German police. To 
retaliate, the Nazis brought all the 
prisoners to where the Germans had 
been ambushed and murdered all of 
them. Bert came back to discover there 
were only seven or eight men who sur-
vived, and, thankfully, he was one. 

Bluma Goldberg, born in Poland in a 
town called Pinczow. Bluma joined her 
sister at a labor camp where they 
stayed for 2 years making bullets, 
where they worked 12-hour shifts, 7 
days a week. 

As the Russians moved closer, Bluma 
was sent to Bergen-Belsen concentra-
tion camp, where disease ran rampant 
and everyone was covered in lice. After 

3 months, Bluma was able to go with 
her sister Burgau, where they painted 
numbers on airplanes. 

Renee Kolender, born in the city of 
Bochnia, Poland, in 1926. In 1941, Renee 
was taken from the Kozienice ghetto to 
a labor camp in a Polish town called 
Skarzysko. There, Renee stayed for 3 
years with her mother and brother 
making ammunition. 

As the Russians moved closer, Renee 
was moved to a labor camp closer to 
Germany where they made parts for 
machines that made bullets. Eventu-
ally, she was rescued by a Jewish po-
liceman, and it was all over. 

Pincus Kolender was born in the city 
of Bochnia, Poland, in 1926. In 1942, 
Pincus and his brother were take from 
the ghetto, where they lived for about 
2 years, to Auschwitz. When Pincus ar-
rived, he was lined up before the gate 
to be sorted where he was sent to a 
camp instead of the crematorium. 

Inside the camp, his head was shaved, 
and he was tattooed with the number 
‘‘161253.’’ Pincus described the life in 
the camp, of which he said: ‘‘The hun-
ger was also terrible. We used to search 
for a potato peel and fight over it. We 
were constantly, 24 hours a day, always 
hungry.’’ Every few months, a selec-
tion occurred where those who looked 
feeble were sent to the crematorium. 
Eventually, Pincus was saved by Gen-
eral George Patton’s Fifth Army. 

Other survivors include: Rudy Herz, 
born in a very small town called 
Stommeln on the outskirts of Cologne, 
Germany, in 1925; Trude Heller, born in 
Vienna in 1922. She was 15 years old in 
March 1938 when Hitler took over Aus-
tria, and upon coming to America, she 
served as the First Lady with Mayor 
Max Heller of the beautiful city of 
Greenville, South Carolina. 

Francine Taylor was born in Poland 
in 1928. Her family moved to France 
when she was 2 years old. They were 
living in Paris on June 14, 1940, when 
the French capital fell. 

Leo Diamantstein, born in Heidel-
berg, Germany, in 1924. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to 
highlight these people and this impor-
tant issue during these ‘‘Days of Re-
membrance,’’ and I am hopeful that we 
will make preserving this history and 
telling these stories a priority. 

We will never forget the lessons we 
have learned from the horrific tragedy 
in history. We must protect natural 
God-given rights and do all in our 
power to prevent these types of crimes 
against humanity. 

Helping the world to not forget is an 
extraordinary artist of West Columbia, 
South Carolina, Mary Burkett, who has 
produced drawings of the murdered 
children of the Holocaust. These loving 
portraits were placed, last week, on 
display at the Embassy of Israel in 
Washington by Ambassador Ron 
Dermer. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 56 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, April 17, 2018, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4550. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to the Central African 
Republic that was declared in Executive 
Order 13667 of May 12, 2014, pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); 
(90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public 
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

4551. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Syria that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13338 of May 11, 
2004, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

4552. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Yemen that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13611 of May 16, 
2012, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

4553. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting A State-
ment on the April 13, 2018, Striking of Mili-
tary Chemical Weapons-Related Facilities in 
Syria, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1543(a); Public 
Law 93-148, Sec. 4(a); (87 Stat. 555) (H. Doc. 
No. 115—113); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and ordered to be printed. 

4554. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a report to Congress on the 
methods employed by the Government of 
Cuba to enforce the United States-Cuba Sep-
tember 1994 ‘‘Joint Communique’’, the treat-
ment by the Government of Cuba of persons 
returned to Cuba in accordance with the 
United States-Cuba May 1995 ‘‘Joint State-
ment’’, and an update on the implementation 
of the United States-Cuba January 2017 
‘‘Joint Statement’’, together known as the 
Migration Accords, October 2017 to March 
2018, pursuant to Public Law 105-277, Sec. 
2245; (112 Stat. 2681-824); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

4555. A letter from the Executive Analyst 
(Political), Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting a notification 
of a designation of acting officer, and a nom-
ination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public 
Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

4556. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
Major final rule — Medicare Program; Con-
tract Year 2019 Policy and Technical 
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