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The President has proposed doubling down 

on mass incarceration and the war on drugs, 
which drains the African American labor pool. 

The President has taken every opportunity 
to harm health care for African-Americans 
from sabotaging the ACA to ending Medicaid 
as we know it. 

This president is no friend to African Ameri-
cans, or their pocket books. 

Trump also wants you to believe that he 
wants a bipartisan infrastructure plan. 

Do not be fooled. 

Trump’s review of ‘‘welfare programs’’ is an 
immoral attempt to gut the programs that pro-
vide a basic standard of living for Americans 
struggling to make ends meet, all to pay for 
massive tax cuts to himself and the richest 1 
percent. 

Instead, he should raise wages and invest 
in job training programs to prepare Americans 
for the work of the future. 

Mr. Speaker, our nation still has a long way 
to go before we achieve economic equality for 
all its citizens. 

The President and Congressional Repub-
licans should work with Democrats to put 
more money in the pockets of hardworking 
Americans. 

At the end of the day, our constituents 
should be able to support their children with 
one full-time job. 

Ultimately, we need to give families the 
tools they need to rise out of poverty, not un-
dercut programs that keep them afloat. 

HONORING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CALTRANS STRUCTURE 
MAINTENANCE & INVESTIGA-
TIONS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 17, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans) Office of Structure 
Maintenance & Investigations upon the occa-
sion of its 90th anniversary since its creation. 

The Office of Structure Maintenance & In-
vestigations engineers and structural techni-
cians perform ongoing inspection of more than 
24,000 state highway and locally owned 
bridges within the boundaries of the Golden 
State. They ensure the safety of the traveling 
public and to protect the public’s multi-billion 
dollar investment in its bridge inventory; and 

Since its creation in 1927 California’s bridge 
inspection unit has completed nearly 770,000 
routine bridge inspections, and thousands of 
special steel, underwater, hydraulic, sign 
structure and tunnel inspections. The bridge 
inspection program has become the model for 
other bridge departments in the United States 
and around the world. 

Structure Maintenance & Investigations, 
based on the findings of its inspections, has 
worked with its District Maintenance counter-
parts to complete hundreds of millions of re-
pairs to ensure the safety and structural integ-
rity of each public agency bridge in California. 
The dedicated personnel of Structure Mainte-
nance & Investigations has responded over its 
nine decades of service to every emergency 
impacting the state’s bridge inventory, includ-

ing the 1989 Loma Prieta and 2011 Napa 
earthquakes. 

Mr. Speaker, Caltrans Office of Structure 
Maintenance & Investigations and its employ-
ees have kept California’s highways and 
bridges safe. It is therefore fitting and proper 
that we honor the Office and employees past 
and present today. 

f 

ZIMMER BIOMET SPINE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Zimmer Biomet Spine for being 
recognized as the 2017 Business Recognition 
Award winner by the Jefferson County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation (Jeffco EDC). 

The Business Recognition Award shows ap-
preciation for a local company who has shown 
exceptional growth in primary employment, 
sales and/or capital investments in the last 
year. Zimmer Biomet Spine is a leader in re-
storing mobility, alleviating pain, and improving 
the quality of life for patients around the world 
by delivering surgeons a comprehensive port-
folio of quality spine technologies and proce-
dural innovation. It maintains world-class sci-
entific facilities and resources and collaborates 
with leading clinicians and researchers around 
the world. Today, it has operations in more 
than 25 countries and sells products in more 
than 100 countries. 

Congratulations to Zimmer Biomet Spine for 
this well-deserved award, and I thank them for 
their contribution to our community. 
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