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important parts of our community, and 
it builds a bigger and more intense di-
vide between regions and groups in our 
country. Our Nation’s food policy 
should not be something that further 
divides us. This part of the House farm 
bill proposal, I think, is bad policy. It 
will not succeed legislatively, nor can 
it be successfully implemented. 

The United States Senate is writing 
a bipartisan farm bill, and that is what 
we should be doing in the House. As a 
matter of fact, the farm bill, for over 40 
years, has been one of the most bipar-
tisan things that we do in Congress. 

I call upon my colleagues to work to-
gether, in a bipartisan fashion, to nego-
tiate these differences, one that serves 
the widest range of Americans so that 
we can produce enduring good public 
policy decisions that serve to protect 
the safety net for all Americans, pro-
mote American farmers, ranchers, and 
dairy people so that we can not only 
feed the Nation but compete in foreign 
markets. 

We can do better. We should do bet-
ter. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 52 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Eternal God, we give You thanks for 

giving us another day. Lead us in this 
day in Your ways, that our Nation 
might be guided along the roads of 
peace, justice, and goodwill. 

Grant strength and wisdom to our 
Speaker and the Members of both this 
assembly and the Senate, to our Presi-
dent and his Cabinet, and to our Su-
preme Court—as well as to us all, that 
all of our institutions and all of our 
communities fulfill the noble promises 
of our representative form of self-gov-
ernment. 

Grant us the courage to become 
whom You have called us to be—our 
better selves—so that the United 
States might continue to be a nation 
worthy of emulation. 

Bless us this day and every day, and 
may all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-

ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. MCGOVERN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS MURPHYS 
BORO MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS 
VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, today I 
proudly honor the Murphysboro Middle 
School Blue Devils Girls volleyball 
team for winning the Class L State 
Championship for the second straight 
year. 

Along the way, the team also cap-
tured their eighth consecutive Junior 
Southwest Egyptian Conference title. 
That win was also a career milestone 
for Coach Mike Layne. It marked the 
1,000th combined career win while 
coaching volleyball for Murphysboro 
Community Unit School District at 
both the middle school and high school 
levels. 

I extend a heartfelt congratulations 
to the players, coaching staff, school 
officials, family, and friends who sup-
ported these young ladies on their in-
credible journey. Southern Illinois is 
proud of you. 

Go, Blue Devils. 
f 

REJECT THE REPUBLICAN FARM 
BILL 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow the House Agriculture Com-
mittee will mark up the Republican 
farm bill. This incredibly partisan pro-
posal was drafted in secret. Almost 
nothing in the bill reflects the 23 hear-
ings our committee held on SNAP. 

We heard from 90 experts, and not a 
single one of them, liberal or conserv-
ative, suggested eliminating State 
flexibility through broad-based cat-
egorical eligibility and worsening the 
benefit cliff. 

Not a single one of them said to us: 
Kick 400,000 working families out of the 

program and 265,000 children off of free 
school meals. 

Not a single one of them told us to 
add hurdles for families with heating 
and cooling costs, and not a single one 
suggested we kick vulnerable adults off 
of benefits when they can’t find work. 

Yet that is exactly what this bill 
does. The reckless Republican pro-
posals in this bill cut SNAP benefits by 
over $20 billion, reducing or elimi-
nating benefits for 2 million kids, vet-
erans, working families, and other vul-
nerable adults. 

Make no mistake, this bill will make 
hunger worse in our country. I plead 
with the Republican leadership of this 
House: Stop beating up on poor people. 

f 

MARKING TAX DAY 2018 
(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mark tax day 2018. 

I do not make it a habit of cele-
brating tax day, but this year is dif-
ferent. Tax day 2018 is the last time the 
American people will have to file their 
taxes under a complex, outdated Tax 
Code. 

The new Tax Code lowers the tax rate 
for every Montanan. The reduced rates 
are creating larger paychecks. A teach-
er in Billings told me her take-home 
pay has gone up $1,500 a year. 

The new Tax Code provides relief to 
Montana families by doubling the child 
tax credit. Parents will have more 
money to buy their children clothes, 
diapers, and food. 

Today, I am celebrating tax day 2018 
because we are putting that old 
antigrowth Tax Code out to pasture. In 
its place is a new, simpler Tax Code 
that cuts rates for all Montanans, 
helps families, and is growing our econ-
omy, leading to more jobs and higher 
wages. 

f 

ADHERE TO THE RULE OF LAW 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it 
is my task this morning to encourage 
my colleagues to adhere to the rule of 
law. 

In keeping with that, my colleagues 
on the Judiciary Committee—Mr. NAD-
LER, the ranking member, myself, and 
Mr. COHEN—introduced H.R. 5476, the 
Special Counsel Independence and In-
tegrity Act, to protect the work of Spe-
cial Counsel Mueller and to allow his 
work to proceed. 

In the recent days, Mr. Mueller’s 
prosecutors found information that 
generated questions about criminal ac-
tivity. No prosecutor can ignore that 
kind of evidence. He referred it first to 
the Deputy Attorney General, Mr. 
Rosenstein, to approve his potential re-
ferral of that information, and he did 
approve it. It was referred to the 
Southern District of New York. 
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