
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3353 April 17, 2018 
b 1215 

CELEBRATING TAX REFORM ON 
TAX DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today is tax day. Typi-
cally, Americans dread this day—the 
deadline for filing Federal income tax 
returns—thanks to a cumbersome, 
complex, and confusing Tax Code. 

But fear not. Thanks to the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, this is the last time 
Americans will file under the old sys-
tem. 

Next year, taxpayers will be able to 
keep more of their hard-earned dollars. 
Approximately two-thirds of all house-
holds will see a lower marginal income 
tax rate in 2018, according to a recent 
analysis by the Tax Policy Center. 

Thanks to the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act, American families can look for-
ward to lower individual tax rates; a 
nearly double standard deduction, from 
$6,500 to $12,000 for individuals, and 
from $13,000 to $24,000 for married cou-
ples; and a doubled child tax credit in-
crease from $1,000 to $2,000 per child. 

Mr. Speaker, these are just some of 
the benefits. The average American 
should be able to file their taxes with-
out an army of accountants. I look for-
ward to next year when the majority of 
American families will see a much 
easier tax process. 

It is pro-growth, pro-family tax re-
form; fair and simple. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF LOTTIE ALBERT 

(Mr. HASTINGS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mourn the passing of my dear 
friend, Lottie Albert. 

Lottie was born on December 25, 1915, 
to Eva and Louis Wernick in New York 
City. Twenty-one years later, Lottie 
married Sol Albert. The two enjoyed 55 
years of marriage and have two lovely 
daughters, my friends, Harriet and Do-
reen. Lottie was the loving grand-
mother to Eric, Glenn, and Lowell, as 
well as the great-grandmother to Kyle, 
Samantha, Heather, and Seth. 

Lottie was a resident and community 
leader of Broward County for over 40 
years. It has been my honor to see 
Lottie’s commitment and passion for 
serving her community. She was an 
amazing individual who dedicated her-
self to helping so many throughout 
south Florida. 

In 1988, she was inducted into the 
Area Agency on Aging’s Dr. Nan S. 
Hutchinson Broward Senior Hall of 
Fame. Additionally, Broward County 
honored her by declaring November 12 
as Lottie Albert Appreciation Day. 

In 2012, Lottie was inducted into the 
Broward County Women’s Hall of Fame 
for her work with the Ann Storck Chil-
dren’s Center. 

Mr. Speaker, Lottie was an extraor-
dinary friend of mine. She helped me at 
every stage of my career, never waver-
ing, never faltering. On good days and 
bad days, I knew Lottie would be there 
for me, as she was for so many of us. 
Her advice, wisdom, humor, and vast 
knowledge of life will be sorely missed. 

f 

THE REPUBLICAN TAX SCAM 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, as the corporations, the wealthy, 
and the well-connected enjoy lavish tax 
cuts, while retaining the ability to 
avoid paying any taxes whatsoever be-
cause of the many tax loopholes still in 
the Tax Code, millions of low- and mid-
dle-income Americans work diligently 
to complete their tax returns today. 

The Republican tax scam has made 
the rich even richer, while economic 
inequality in America has gotten a 
whole lot worse. Sadly, most Ameri-
cans say they have seen no change in 
their withholding taxes. 

While the wealthy are reaping mas-
sive windfalls from the giveaways in 
the GOP tax scam, the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office estimates 
that this tax scam will cause the an-
nual deficit to soar to over $1 trillion 
in 2020, and an additional $3.4 trillion 
will be added to the national debt over 
the next 10 years. 

Ending deficit spending and reducing 
the Federal debt is what Republicans 
have always claimed they were about, 
but we see now, with Republicans in 
total control, that they have misled us. 

It is time to put this scam to bed, 
Mr. Speaker, and bring new order to 
this House. Shame on the Republicans. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5192, PROTECTING CHIL-
DREN FROM IDENTITY THEFT 
ACT 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 830 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 830 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 5192) to authorize the 
Commissioner of Social Security to provide 
confirmation of fraud protection data to cer-
tain permitted entities, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. In lieu of the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Ways and 
Means now printed in the bill, an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting 
of the text of Rules Committee Print 115-68 
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as 
amended, shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill, 
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-

ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. DA-
VIDSON). The gentleman from Alabama 
is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, House Res-

olution 830 provides for consideration 
of H.R. 5192, the Protecting Children 
From Identity Theft Act. The resolu-
tion calls for a closed rule, as no 
amendments to the bill were sub-
mitted. 

Mr. Speaker, this bipartisan legisla-
tion is designed to reduce identity 
fraud by allowing financial institutions 
to verify the accuracy of a name, So-
cial Security number, and date of birth 
before passing that information to 
credit bureaus. 

This legislation is designed to target 
something known as synthetic identity 
fraud. This begins when a criminal 
combines a real Social Security num-
ber with fictitious information, such as 
a name and date of birth, to apply for 
credit with a financial institution that 
passes information to credit bureaus 
for a credit check. 

Credit bureaus create a record based 
on the fraudulent credentials. Over 
time, this creates a synthetic identity 
based on the valid Social Security 
number but a false name. 

Currently, children and other vulner-
able individuals are more likely to be 
victims of synthetic identity theft be-
cause they do not drive, work, or estab-
lish credit. This makes it easier for an 
identity thief to misuse the Social Se-
curity number of a child without being 
detected. 

Reports indicate that over 1 million 
children have their identity stolen 
each year. Studies show that children 
are 50 times more likely than adults to 
be a victim of identity theft. 

This is a real and serious issue that is 
only becoming more and more com-
mon. According to TransUnion, a 
record $355 million in outstanding cred-
it card balances was owed by people 
who it suspects didn’t exist in 2017. 
That is up more than eightfold from 
2012. 

This type of fraud can saddle children 
with unintended debt and a flawed 
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credit history sometimes before they 
can even walk or drive a car. 

That is why this bipartisan legisla-
tion is so important. The bill would re-
quire the Social Security Administra-
tion to create a verification system to 
match the name, Social Security num-
ber, and date of birth submitted by per-
mitted entities against their official 
records. 

This would allow financial institu-
tions to verify the accuracy of the cus-
tomer’s personal information in order 
to guard against synthetic identity 
fraud. 

Importantly, the bill requires that 
users of the verification system pay 
the full cost to limit any costs to tax-
payers. Also, the bill ensures that the 
provisions do not distract the Social 
Security Administration from their 
core duties and responsibilities. 

It is also important to note that the 
bill includes protections to ensure the 
verification system is secure and not 
subject to abuse or misuse. The con-
sumer must also consent before their 
information could be subject to an in-
quiry. 

This is bipartisan, commonsense leg-
islation that solves a real-world prob-
lem, but I bet it will never get the at-
tention that it deserves. This bill went 
through regular order. It passed out of 
the Ways and Means Committee on a 
38–0 vote, and I hope it receives a simi-
lar vote here on the House floor. 

Despite what some in the national 
news media would have you to believe, 
this type of bipartisan legislation actu-
ally happens all the time here in the 
House. The vast majority of bills we 
pass receive bipartisan support, and 
while that may not make for the best 
television, it is the reality of the work 
we do on a daily basis. 

So I urge my colleagues to support 
this rule and the Protecting Children 
From Identity Theft Act, and let’s 
work to solve a problem impacting 
Americans each and every day. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support House Resolution 830 and the 
underlying bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is 
kind of good to see a Floridian in the 
pro tempore chair. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Alabama for yielding me the cus-
tomary 30 minutes for debate, and I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to debate 
this rule. Last night at the Rules Com-
mittee, we had the opportunity to hear 
from Chairman KEVIN BRADY of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, the 
chairman of the Oversight Sub-
committee, LYNN JENKINS, and the 
ranking member of the Oversight Sub-
committee, JOHN LEWIS, about this leg-
islation. 

They discussed—hey, America, listen 
to this—the bipartisan nature in which 
they worked on this issue to craft leg-
islation that they hope can achieve 
strong bipartisan support in this body. 

It came out of committee 38–0. 
H.R. 5192 protects young children and 

recent immigrants from synthetic 
identity theft, a type of fraud that in-
volves combining a legitimate Social 
Security number with a fake name in 
order to create a new synthetic iden-
tity. One in every 10 children have fall-
en victim to this type of threat. Re-
search has shown that children’s iden-
tities are stolen at a rate of 50 times 
more frequently than adults, resulting 
in children and families shouldering 
unforeseeable debt and a flawed credit 
history that is extremely difficult to 
clear. 

Mr. Speaker, in a refreshing change 
of pace, this measure, as I indicated, 
had a 38–0 vote coming out of the 
markup in committee and included 
input from Democrats, the IRS, and 
consumer protection advocates. 

Unsurprisingly, as I have indicated, 
it came out of committee overwhelm-
ingly with all 16 Democrats voting in 
favor. The bipartisanship reflected in 
this bill is certainly a rarity in this 
body and, frankly, could have easily 
come before us under suspension of the 
rules. 

It is now painfully obvious what the 
Republican majority’s playbook is. My 
friends across the aisle can work in a 
bipartisan manner if they want to, but 
when it comes to major issues facing 
our country, like taking away 
healthcare from 23 million Americans 
or handing a $1.5 trillion tax giveaway 
to America’s wealthiest citizens, they 
would rather force through partisan 
legislation written in back rooms with 
little to no expert analysis, similar to 
the farm bill that is about to come out 
here sometime in the not-to-distant fu-
ture. 

While it is certainly refreshing that 
we are working in a bipartisan manner 
for a change, protecting children and 
families from identity theft is not the 
only bipartisan priority. These reforms 
are just as pressing as protecting our 
children from gun violence, providing 
relief for hard-working, young Dream-
ers, and debating the use of military 
force overseas—or how about an infra-
structure bill of consequence and real 
immigration reform. 

b 1230 

Sixty-eight percent of Americans say 
Congress must do more to reduce gun 
violence. More than a million Ameri-
cans took to the streets across the 
country to march for our lives and to 
urge Congress to take action to reduce 
gun violence. I had the honor of sitting 
on the stage on that day, and I was 
never as proud as I was of the children 
from Broward County, where I am priv-
ileged to serve, or from around this Na-
tion, and their friends and allies, par-
ents, loved ones, and constituents who 
came from all over the country here, as 
well as to events in a significant num-
ber of locations around the country. 

207 members of Congress, including 14 
Republicans, are sponsoring H.R. 4240, 
the Democratic Representative MIKE 

THOMPSON’s bill that would give States 
the resources to help them submit in-
formation to the background check 
system. One hundred Members of Con-
gress, including seven Republicans, are 
cosponsoring the Gun Violence Re-
straining Order Act, which will allow 
family members or law enforcement of-
ficials to petition a judge to tempo-
rarily remove firearms from an indi-
vidual in crisis. We had that example 
in Florida after it passed its law. Im-
mediately, a family came to the sher-
iff’s office to have weapons taken from 
a person in crisis. 

Has the Speaker brought these bipar-
tisan measures to the floor for a vote? 
No. The Republican majority has re-
fused to take up even the most basic 
commonsense legislation to help miti-
gate the epidemic of gun violence fac-
ing this country. My friends across the 
aisle have even refused to address the 
use of bump stocks, a reform whose 
need is agreed upon by Democrats and 
Republicans, including the President. 
Fortunately, in the State of Florida, it 
did pass in the last session of the legis-
lature. 

Mr. Speaker, just last year, 34 House 
Republicans signed a letter to Speaker 
PAUL RYAN urging him to bring for-
ward a permanent legislative solution 
for the Dreamers, these young, hard-
working individuals who are stuck in 
legal limbo. But despite this bipartisan 
support, not to mention the support of 
90 percent of the American public, the 
Republican majority continues to 
block the Dream Act, ignoring the 
calls of the vast majority of Ameri-
cans. 

It is time for the Trump administra-
tion and Republican-controlled Con-
gress to stop playing politics with the 
lives of Dreamers and come to terms 
with the fact that their long anti-im-
migrant wish list is not going any-
where fast. 

Mr. Speaker, the House of Represent-
atives is a place where the issues facing 
our Nation should be addressed and 
solved in a bipartisan manner, similar 
to this legislation. It is a sad state of 
affairs for the Nation that Congress 
has continued to sit idly by while the 
executive branch further engages our 
military in conflicts overseas without 
congressional authorization. 

Republican leadership’s refusal to 
allow a robust debate on the efficacy of 
an authorization of the use of military 
force for our presence in Syria is not 
only a dereliction of duty but does a 
great disservice to the country and our 
Constitution. If the President, any 
President, intends to further involve 
American troops in the Syrian conflict, 
or any conflict, then Congress has not 
only the responsibility but also the 
constitutional authority to lead that 
conversation. 

Despite across-the-aisle support for 
these pressing problems, we are not 
here today debating the rule to address 
gun violence in America. We are not 
here today debating the rule to protect 
Dreamers from being removed from our 
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workforce or being deported to coun-
tries of which they have no knowledge. 
We are not here today debating the 
rule for the use of military force in 
Syria. We are not here today discussing 
immigration reform. We are not here 
today discussing an infrastructure 
measure that is desperately needed. 

When I came to Congress in 1992, 
there were 14,000 bridges in this coun-
try in need of repair. Today there are 
54,000 bridges in this country in need of 
repair. But we are not discussing that 
here today. Instead, we are using floor 
time to discuss a bill that could have 
easily been considered on the suspen-
sion calendar, and I predict that, had it 
been on the suspension calendar, 435 
Members, or as many as assembled, 
would have voted unanimously in favor 
of the measure today as they would if 
it were on the floor at this particular 
moment. 

Are my friends across the aisle intent 
on running out the clock before the 
midterm elections? Is that what the 
American people have to look forward 
to over the next 7 months? The people 
who sent us here deserve bipartisan so-
lutions to the pressing problems con-
fronting this great Nation. Not next 
month. Not next week. Not tomorrow. 
But today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the re-
marks of my good friend from Florida. 
I do want to note the presence on the 
floor of our newest member of the 
Rules Committee, the gentlewoman 
from California (Mrs. TORRES). We wel-
come her to the committee. 

I do think there are bipartisan things 
that we can do. The gentleman said one 
that I think is very important; that is, 
infrastructure. He and I have had this 
discussion before. The President wants 
us to do an infrastructure bill, and I 
think all of us want to do an infra-
structure bill. I think there is some 
time here we need to take to make sure 
that we do get a bipartisan bill in that 
regard. I don’t think it will pass with-
out a bipartisan agreement, so I hope 
we do that. 

On the gun issue, as I think the gen-
tleman knows, the bump stock rule 
was actually something put in place by 
ATF under the Obama administration, 
and President Trump has asked the 
ATF essentially to rescind it, and they 
are in the process of doing that. So I 
hope they’ll do that. 

We did pass, and this body is part of 
our appropriations bill for this fiscal 
year that has gone to the President and 
been signed, the Fix NICS bill. So there 
are gun legislation things, addressing 
these issues, that are moving forward. 

He also brought up the very impor-
tant issue of immigration. The Presi-
dent, I think, has made some very bold 
moves in that regard to try to get a 
discussion going so that we can have 
some bipartisanship here. It is clear 
that that is not going to pass both the 

House and the Senate without that. I 
hope that those negotiations and those 
discussions can somehow resume be-
cause they clearly hit a very bad spot. 
The President has shown his good 
faith. I hope the rest of us can reach 
back and find a way to address this 
issue. 

But this issue is not just the Dream-
ers. It is also border security. If we are 
not willing to talk about that and 
chain migration and the others, we are 
not really talking about immigration 
reform; we are talking about one piece 
of it. 

With regard to the AUMF, Authoriza-
tion for Use of Military Force, I am a 
strong advocate, as I think the gen-
tleman knows, for a new AUMF. Actu-
ally, I am a cosponsor for one of the 
bills that would provide for that. I have 
said, going back several years, that I 
think we have been operating in cer-
tain parts of the world without ade-
quate authorization. And whether it is 
constitutionally required or not, I 
think it is the right thing to do. 

However, I do not think the Presi-
dent had to have prior congressional 
authorization before the strike that 
was launched Friday night against 
Syria in conjunction with France and 
Great Britain. He clearly has that au-
thority under Article II of the Con-
stitution, to protect our servicemen 
and -women who are in Syria right 
now. So I applaud what the President 
did. I applaud the way he did it. But I 
am clear in my thinking that he did 
not need prior authorization from Con-
gress to go there. 

Now, I hope that we will get a strat-
egy in general for Syria that fits into 
our overall strategy to the Middle 
East. We have been stumbling around 
in Syria for several years now. Presi-
dent Obama put out the so-called red 
line, and then the Syrians walked 
across it and used chemical weapons 
against their people. And we did noth-
ing. All that did was encourage further 
bad behavior like what we saw in this 
horrible chemical attack on innocent 
civilians in Syria. 

At least President Trump is doing 
something. And I hope that that some-
thing that he has done will send a loud 
message, not just to the Assad regime 
in Syria but also to Russia and to Iran, 
that the civilized world is not going to 
tolerate that sort of activity. And we 
don’t care who does it; we are going to 
take appropriate action. The President 
had the authorization to do it, and I 
am glad that he did it. 

We are not done legislating this year. 
I think the gentleman suggests that we 
are, but we have got some big bills 
coming before us. This week we will 
take up a major IRS reform bill. I am 
looking forward to that, this being tax 
day for so many of us. A good tax day 
for the vast majority of the people in 
America, by the way. 

We will be taking up a reauthoriza-
tion of the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration. We will be taking up another 
farm bill. We will be taking up the Na-

tional Defense Authorization Act that 
comes out of the Committee on Armed 
Services that I am in. 

We have a host of legislation that we 
will be doing, and I think doing suc-
cessfully, between now and when we 
have these midterm elections in No-
vember. So we are not done legislating 
by any means. 

I look forward to continuing to de-
bate these issues, but today we are 
talking about a very important bill 
that did come through committee in a 
bipartisan fashion and, I believe, is 
going to get broad bipartisan support 
here in this body, once more showing 
the American people that we can get 
the people’s work done in the right 
way. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, 
through you, I would advise my friend 
that I have no further speakers, and I 
am prepared to close. 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I am as 
well. 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I listened very intently 
to my friend from Alabama, and he in-
dicated that the action that was just 
undertaken over the weekend by this 
administration was ‘‘something,’’ and I 
maintain that it was under an old Au-
thorization for Use of Military Force. 

Listen, one of the reasons Congress 
won’t undertake to debate an author-
ization for the use of military force, 
which I would urge my friend would 
give us a strategy if we had that debate 
and at least the administration would 
have Congress’ input with reference to 
the use of military force—we can’t con-
tinue to have pin pricks at the whim of 
any President. I argued the same thing 
during the Obama administration, and 
I argued it during the Clinton adminis-
tration. 

What we have done is abdicate our 
responsibility in Congress when it 
comes to war. And if you think it isn’t 
war, then ask the 500,000 people who 
are dead as a result of this measure un-
dertaken in Syria, not just by the 
United States but with a variety of 
forces fighting inside. If you think it 
isn’t war when a bomb destroys a 
building, or 76 missiles destroy build-
ings, then I have news for you about 
what war looks like. And we had no 
input. 

My understanding is the administra-
tion met with the leadership of the Re-
publican Party. I don’t recall hearing a 
single Democrat was invited to have 
any discussion at all about this matter. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud this bipar-
tisan legislation, as I have said, that 
would limit synthetic identity fraud 
and help protect millions of identities, 
including those of young children and 
recent immigrants, from being stolen. 
In a refreshing change of pace, this 
measure received input from Demo-
crats, the IRS, and consumer protec-
tion advocates. 

My friend from Alabama said that 
there are measures that are coming 
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forward, and I applaud him that those 
measures are coming forward. But I 
didn’t hear him say that there were 
going to be measures having to do with 
Dreamers. I didn’t hear him say there 
was anything that would be signifi-
cantly involved in gun violence other 
than his words with reference to bump 
stocks and some reference back to 
some other date in time. I am talking 
about right now, not only bump stocks 
but the necessary indicia for buying a 
weapon and the age for buying a weap-
on and a variety of measures. 

Twenty-six measures exist right here 
in the House of Representatives on 
which we could be voting—any one of 
them—that are commonsense gun re-
form. And we refuse to do so because 
the Speaker won’t put them on the 
floor. 

I hope that we can continue working 
together across the aisle to confront 
the pressing issues facing this great 
Nation. When the farm bill comes here, 
I hope Democrats have some input. 
They haven’t had any at this point. 
And we can help people whom we have 
been elected to serve. 

b 1245 

However, it is time that we address 
gun violence in America; it is time 
that we protect Dreamers; it is time we 
exert our constitutional authority and 
debate a new Authorization for Use of 
Military Force; and it is time for us to 
repair these broken-down bridges and 
raggedy roads in the United States of 
America. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the re-
marks of my good friend from Florida. 
I certainly hope that there can be some 
further discussions and we can have 
something that comes forth on this 
floor that is truly bipartisan on the 
issue of immigration reform, including 
border security. 

I know that there are some people, 
not including my friend from Florida, 
who would like to pass legislation that 
would repeal the Second Amendment. I 
hope that that legislation doesn’t come 
to the floor because I do not think it 
would meet with the approval of the 
vast majority of the people of America. 

I do strongly believe at some point 
we should be debating on this floor a 
new Authorization for Use of Military 
Force. But I will say again, the Presi-
dent did not need that authorization 
for what he did on Friday night, not 
because he was presuming to act under 
an old authorization, but because he 
had the inherent power to do that 
under Article II of the Constitution. If 
he is acting under that authority, he 
doesn’t need extra authorization from 
us. 

This bill, however, that we are talk-
ing about today is something we can 
all agree on, is something that is im-
portant for protecting young children 
and, yes, for protecting people who 

have just become immigrant citizens of 
this country. So I applaud the fact that 
we have come forward with this legisla-
tion. It shows that we are working to-
gether. I look forward to the debate on 
the floor of this House. 

Mr. Speaker, I again urge my col-
leagues to support House Resolution 
830 and the underlying bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time, and I move the previous 
question on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid upon 

the table. 
f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida) laid before 
the House the following communica-
tion from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, April 17, 2018. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
April 17, 2018, at 11:20 a.m.: 

That the Senate agreed to S. Res. 467. 
The Honorable Michael C. Stenger as Ser-

geant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF IRS 
SCAMS AND IDENTITY THEFT 
ACT OF 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2905) to require the Attorney 
General to establish procedures for ex-
pedited review of the case of any per-
son who unlawfully solicits personal 
information for purposes of commit-
ting identity theft, while purporting to 
be acting on behalf of the IRS, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2905 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Justice for 
Victims of IRS Scams and Identity Theft Act 
of 2018’’. 

SEC. 2. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 
(a) ATTORNEY GENERAL REPORT.—Not later 

than 120 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Attorney General shall submit 
to Congress a report on the status of pros-
ecutions for violations of section 1028(a) or 
1028A(a) of title 18, United States Code, in-
cluding— 

(1) the number of defendants referred to 
the Attorney General for prosecution during 
the 5-year period immediately preceding the 
date of the report by any agency of the Fed-
eral Government, disaggregated by the num-
ber of defendants referred by each agency; 

(2) a map of the United States indicating 
how many cases were referred for prosecu-
tion by agencies of the Federal Government 
in each judicial district; 

(3) the rate, by year and judicial district, 
of convictions for cases described in para-
graph (1) that were prosecuted; and 

(4) the Attorney General’s recommenda-
tions regarding— 

(A) identification of trends in the commis-
sion of such offenses; 

(B) how to improve collaboration with 
other Federal agencies; 

(C) how to improve law enforcement deter-
rence and prevention of such offenses; and 

(D) whether such offenses are being com-
mitted by individuals or criminal organiza-
tions. 

(b) SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY REPORT.— 
Not later than 120 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall submit a report to Congress 
detailing— 

(1) current efforts by the Secretary to as-
sist with the prosecution of violations of sec-
tion 1028(a) or 1028A(a) of title 18, United 
States Code, wherein the defendant mis-
represented himself or herself to be engaged 
in lawful activities on behalf of, or carrying 
out lawful duties as an officer or employee of 
the Internal Revenue Service; 

(2) overall trends in the commission of 
such offenses; 

(3) the Secretary’s recommendations re-
garding what resources are needed to facili-
tate improved review and prosecution of 
such cases; and 

(4) information on what assistance the In-
ternal Revenue Service may offer victims of 
such offenses. 
SEC. 3. PUBLICATION OF REPORT. 

Not later than 120 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Attorney General 
shall make the report submitted under sec-
tion 3(b) publically available on an Internet 
webpage of the Attorney General. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) and the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 2905, currently 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, identity theft is a prob-
lem across the United States. It affects 
millions of Americans each year. A re-
cent study found that $16 billion was 
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