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The lack of parental leave, coupled
with the cost of childcare, has a pro-
found impact on our economy and on
our society, and it is one of the rea-
sons, I believe, why there are not
enough women in power. We must do
better.

Adopting Senator DUCKWORTH’S reso-
lution represents a small step forward.
In fact, it is one baby forward. In an-
swer to some of the questions that I
got in the hallway, no, there will not
be wardrobe requirements of the baby,
and, no, we do not believe the baby will
be required to wear a Senate pin.

Somehow, I think we will be able to
adjust to this simple notion to allow a
child—an infant—on the floor for the
first year of life. That is why I am
hopeful that this will inspire further
change both inside and outside of Con-
gress.

In addition to the support of all of
the women Senators, I would like to
thank  Chairman BLUNT, Leaders
MCCONNELL and SCHUMER, and Senator
DURBIN, Senator DUCKWORTH’s col-
league, who all played an instrumental
role in getting this resolution to the
floor. Women may be leading the
charge, but there are a lot of good men
who have had our backs, and that is a
good thing, because we need to work
together as we continue to fight for
more family-friendly workplaces.

Finally, I would like to thank the
one who did all the work, Senator
DUCKWORTH, who continues to serve
our country with courage and strength,
for paving the way. Maile Pearl is very
lucky to have Senator DUCKWORTH as a
mom, and I look forward to meeting
her here on the Senate floor during a
future round of votes.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:15 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, without amendment:

S. 167. An act to designate a National Me-
morial to Fallen Educators at the National
Teachers Hall of Fame in Emporia, Kansas.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 146. An act to take certain Federal
lands in Tennessee into trust for the benefit
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 443. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to study the suitability and fea-
sibility of designating the James K. Polk
Home in Columbia, Tennessee, as a unit of
the National Park System, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 3607. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to establish fees for
medical services provided in units of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3961. An act to amend the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act to designate segments of
the Kissimmee River and its tributaries in
the State of Florida for study for potential
addition to the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4609. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of a Forest Service site in Dolores
County, Colorado, to be used for a fire sta-
tion.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 146. An act to take certain Federal
lands in Tennessee into trust for the benefit
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on In-
dian Affairs.

H.R. 3607. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to establish fees for
medical services provided in units of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 3961. An act to amend the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act to designate segments of
the Kissimmee River and its tributaries in
the State of Florida for study for potential
addition to the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 4609. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of a Forest Service site in Dolores
County, Colorado, to be used for a fire sta-
tion; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-4915. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to
Syria that was declared in Executive Order
13338 of May 11, 2004; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC4916. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
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ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to the
Central African Republic that was declared
in Executive Order 13667 of May 12, 2014; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-4917. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to
Yemen that was declared in Executive Order
13611 of May 16, 2012; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-4918. A communication from the Execu-
tive Secretary, U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to a
vacancy in the position of Deputy Adminis-
trator, U.S . Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID), received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on April 16, 2018;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4919. A communication from the Dep-
uty Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
relative to the Strategic Plan for the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services for fis-
cal years 2018-2022; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-4920. A communication from the Im-
pact Analyst, Office of Regulation Policy
and Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Schedule for Rat-
ing Disabilities: The Organs of Special Sense
and Schedule of Ratings—Eye” (RIN2900-
AP14) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on April 16, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-199. A joint memorial adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Idaho memori-
alizing its opposition to any new federal na-
tional monument designations or further
designations of wilderness in the State of
Idaho without the approval of the United
States Congress and the Idaho Legislature;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources.

SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL No. 103

Whereas, the Antiquities Act was passed
by the United States Congress and signed
into law by President Theodore Roosevelt on
June 8, 1906. The law gives the President of
the United States the authority to, by presi-
dential proclamation, create national monu-
ments from federal lands to protect signifi-
cant natural, cultural or scientific features.
The law has been used more than one hun-
dred times since its passage; and

Whereas, the Wilderness Act was passed in
1964 and, since that time, the United States
Congress has designated nearly 110 million
acres of federal wildlands as official wilder-
ness, which has the highest form of protec-
tion of any federal wildland; and

Whereas, almost sixty-two percent of land
in Idaho is federal land; and

Whereas, residents of the State of Idaho
support multiple use of public land. Current
multiple use and private land protection
policies governing the management of public
land in Idaho have generally served and sus-
tained the interests of Idaho residents; and

Whereas, ranching and agriculture play a
substantial role in the state’s heritage and
identity and should be preserved; and

Whereas, ranching, agriculture, mining,
the forestry industry and recreation are pri-
mary economic drivers in the state, with ag-
ribusiness and recreation each contributing
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