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But that didn’t stop Assad. Just 11 

days ago, less than 10 days after Presi-
dent Trump instructed military leaders 
to withdraw U.S. troops from Syria as 
soon as possible, Assad again launched 
a chemical attack on more than 500 
people. 

In response, and without meaningful 
discussion with Congress, President 
Trump, once again, ordered air strikes 
against Syrian targets associated with 
the Syrian chemical weapons program. 

Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding the 
U.S. presence on the ground and our air 
engagements in Syria since 2015, this 
Congress has never openly and for-
mally debated the question of author-
ization for the use of military force in 
Syria. 

It is time for us to do our job. Assad 
is a barbaric, genocidal dictator. The 
use of chemical weapons is heinous, 
and the use of conventional weapons 
against civilians, which he is also 
guilty of doing, is equally heinous. 

Syria is a humanitarian disaster. 
400,000 Syrians, most of whom are inno-
cent civilians, are dead. These facts are 
not disputed. For more than 70 years, 
the United States has been an anchor 
of international security, and I believe 
we cannot look away when a dictator 
brazenly and repeatedly violates inter-
national law. 

The debate that is long overdue in 
Congress should not be limited to if, 
when, and how the United States 
should respond to the next chemical at-
tack. Congress abdicated that responsi-
bility in 2013 and in 2017, and I fear we 
are on course to do so again this year. 

Deliberations over how and when to 
retaliate against the next chemical 
weapons attack must be part of the 
larger debate that we must have about 
our country’s goals, policies, and strat-
egy in Syria and whether another soli-
tary military strike would be effective. 

We should recognize that another 
military response will be hollow if not 
accompanied by a more robust, whole- 
of-government approach. We need to 
agree on a strategy that will perma-
nently deter Assad from using chem-
ical weapons, send a message to Mos-
cow and Tehran, and push Assad to the 
negotiation table to achieve a lasting 
political solution to the civil war and 
humanitarian crisis. 

Will this approach require greater 
support of the secular opposition in 
Syria? Will we have to work with our 
NATO allies to intervene more pur-
posefully to contain Assad? These are 
the things—the issues—that every 
Member of Congress must grapple with 
as we weigh the use of military force. 
The President cannot act unilaterally. 

I believe our ideals and principles, as 
well as our national security, are at 
stake in Syria, along with our leader-
ship of an international system where 
we seek to ensure that weapons of mass 
destruction are never used. 

I believe our democracy is stronger 
when the President acts with the sup-
port of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s debate and vote on 
the authorization to use military force 
in Syria now. 

ENSURING U.S. MARITIME JOBS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. LARSEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, today I rise to express my 
continued support of American mari-
time jobs through enforcement of the 
Jones Act. 

The Merchant Marine Act of 1920, 
more commonly known as the Jones 
Act, was named for its primary sponsor 
at the time, Senator Wesley Jones, of 
my home State, Washington State. 

The Jones Act exists for good reason. 
It sustains and protects a strong do-
mestic maritime and shipbuilding in-
dustry. It creates jobs for U.S. mari-
ners, many of whom are veterans. It 
underpins U.S. maritime defense policy 
and is essential to preserving national 
security interests at home and abroad. 
The Jones Act requires the use of 
American-owned and -operated vessels 
to move all waterborne cargo between 
points in the U.S. 

I have long maintained that the 
Jones Act ensures that domestic indus-
tries can remain vibrant contributors 
in the global shipping industry. 

At its core, the Jones Act is a crit-
ical labor standard that helps put U.S. 
seafarers to work and maintains impor-
tant workplace rights. In Washington 
State, approximately 60 percent of the 
State’s ferries employees working on 
vessels are Jones Act compliant. 

In 2012, I called on the then-adminis-
tration to protect American jobs by ad-
hering to the Jones Act in response to 
rising gas prices and the proposed re-
lease of oil from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve. 

Last year, I spoke up to support the 
Jones Act fleet in its heroic response 
to the natural disaster that hit Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

As a member of the Coast Guard and 
Maritime Transportation Sub-
committee, I am committed to work-
ing with my colleagues to uphold the 
longstanding tenets of the Jones Act to 
safeguard the important role maritime 
industries play in our economy. 

The Jones Act exists for good reason. 
We should use it to good effect. 

f 

EXTENDING CONDOLENCES AND 
SYMPATHY TO THE BUSH FAMILY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, once again, I rise to speak from the 
well of the House of Representatives. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I would call to 
our attention the fact that there is a 
time when we should put all politics 
aside. This is such an occasion, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I rise today to extend my condo-
lences and sympathies to the Bush 
family. I rise today, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause I want the world to know that I 
have great respect for the family. 

Politics aside, Mr. Speaker, Ms. Bar-
bara Bush, the First Lady—not cur-
rently, but in my world, once a First 
Lady, always a First Lady. I rise be-
cause this First Lady demonstrated 
something that this country can be 
proud of. 

She was a person who has left a leg-
acy of respectability as it relates to 
being a First Lady of the United States 
of America. She respected herself. She 
had standards. She had principles. She 
had boundaries. There were certain 
things that she wouldn’t do and would 
not allow to be done while she was in 
the White House. Respectability: she 
respected others which engendered re-
spect for her. 

I rise because she will be missed. I 
rise because she has left this legacy of 
respectability. 

I also rise because, as a neophyte 
newly elected to Congress, I received 
an indication that her husband wanted 
to speak to me. I went over to speak to 
him. I had no idea as to why he would 
ask for an opportunity to visit with 
me, but I did visit with him. I thought 
it would be a 5-minute meeting. It went 
much longer than 5 minutes. 

He obviously was in one party and I 
in another. We did not know each 
other, but we spoke at length. The 
thing that I remember as we were 
bringing our meeting to closure, I re-
member his calling to my attention 
that one of my greatest challenges in 
Congress would be to develop an agen-
da for myself. 

There are many people who will have 
agendas for you. The great challenge in 
Congress is to develop your own agen-
da. So on my agenda, I want my record 
to show that I stood in the well of the 
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica to thank the First Lady, Ms. Bar-
bara Bush, for her service to her fam-
ily, to her country, and indeed to the 
world. 

f 

GOP’S WAR ON THE POOR 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to proudly represent all of the 
welfare queens in the United States of 
America, all those women who get up 
every day and struggle as mothers, 
often caretakers for elderly parents, 
who are juggling two and three min-
imum wage jobs, $7.25-an-hour jobs a 
day, and then being told that they are 
welfare cheats because they need food 
stamps, SNAP, Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, in order to meet 
the basic food needs of their children. 

I rise, Mr. Speaker, to decry your, 
Mr. Speaker, agenda and the agenda of 
the majority party to beat up on these 
poor, hard-working people because they 
are poor, people who find themselves in 
the predicament of having more month 
than money and need just a little bit of 
assistance to meet those basic nutri-
tional needs. 

We are sick and tired of people exag-
gerating and claiming that people are 
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