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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Spirit, source of the light
that never dims, empower us to glorify
Your Name. Forgive us when we cast
away our confidence in You. Lord,
thank You for Your infinite goodness
that directs our hearts to seek Your
wisdom, power, and love.

Remember our lawmakers. Give them
a faith that can overcome obstacles,
challenges, and setbacks. Fill each of
us with the joy and peace that comes
from believing in You.

And, Lord, we thank You for the gift
of Barbara Bush, as we praise You for
her life and legacy.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PAUL). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY BUREAU OF CON-
SUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-

Senate

sume consideration of S.J. Res.
which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 57) providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by Bureau of Consumer Financial
Protection relating to ‘“‘Indirect Auto Lend-
ing and Compliance with the Equal Credit
Opportunity Act.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the time until 12
noon will be equally divided between
the managers or their designees.

If no one yields time, the time will be
charged equally.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

REMEMBERING BARBARA BUSH

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
Senate pays tribute this morning to a
beloved American who passed away
yesterday.

To our 41st President, her lucky hus-
band, Barbara Pierce Bush was a be-
loved wife and partner for more than
seven decades. To the American people,
whom she lovingly served as an exem-
plary First Lady, she was one of the
most respected and well-liked public
figures of her generation. And to the 5
children, 17 grandchildren, great-grand-
children, and all the family Barbara
Bush leaves behind at the age of 92, she
was a beloved matriarch. By all ac-
counts, she was equally capable of
building up those she loved most and
poking fun at them when they deserved
it. Put simply, Barbara was a founding
partner of the most influential polit-
ical family of our era.

The epic love story of George Bush
and Barbara Pierce began at a Christ-
mas dance in 1941. The intimacy of
wartime love letters beat back the
vastness of oceans, and they married
just weeks after George returned from
the Pacific.

George once wrote that his beloved
wife has ‘‘given me joy that few men
know.”” Barbara put it this way just a
few weeks before her passing: “I am

57,

still old, and still in love.” The love
story grew and grew. Eventually, it in-
corporated the entire Nation.

Barbara embraced the mantle of
““America’s grandmother.” The self-
deprecating humor in that title was
classic Barbara, but her plainspoken
humility concealed formidable
strengths and talents. Even under all
the bright lights and the pressures of
public scrutiny, she always combined
wit with warmth, smarts with common
sense, and great toughness with great-
er compassion. The beneficiaries of
these qualities were many. The cause
of literacy, in particular, bids farewell
to a devoted champion, but above all,
Barbara’s life was defined by love. She
loved her husband and her family. She
loved her country, and America loved
her back.

Today, the Senate stands united, as
does the Nation, with the Bush family
and their great many friends. We join
them in mourning their loss and in
prayer.

CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW ACT RESOLUTION

Mr. President, later today, the Sen-
ate will vote on rolling back another
piece of Obama-era overreach. Just
like the historic 15 times we have al-
ready used the Congressional Review
Act, the goal here is simple: We want
to protect consumers and job creators
from needless interference by the Fed-
eral bureaucracy. Today, thanks to
Senators MORAN and TOOMEY, we can
make it 16. We can nullify a particu-
larly egregious overstep by President
Obama’s Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau and notch another victory
in this Congress’s record of rolling
back overregulation.

NOMINATION OF CARLOS MUNIZ

Mr. President, we will also vote to
confirm President Trump’s choice to
serve as general counsel at the Depart-
ment of Education, Carlos Muniz. This
qualified nominee has been waiting for
his confirmation vote since October. I
would urge everyone to join me in vot-
ing to confirm him.
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