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can’t build a highway in Mozambique.
A major petrochemical company in
Egypt is on hold, and an energy project
in Mozambique cannot be finalized.
Hoffman International, a small busi-
ness in New Jersey, can’t finalize a
deal with the Government of Cam-
eroon.

If we are not trading, we are losing in
this country. And if we don’t have an
Ex-Im Bank, we don’t have a fully
functioning trade apparatus. That is
truth. So it is time to put aside this
petty squabble.

I want to remark briefly that when
we started the reauthorization effort, I
was told: There is no way; you can’t
get the majority opinion.

The Ex-Im Bank got almost 70 votes
here—almost 70 votes for reauthoriza-
tion. When it went over to the House,
where we were told once again that we
could never get the political support
for reauthorization, that it is too toxic,
too high profile, guess what—well, 70
percent of the House of Representa-
tives voted for the Ex-Im Bank.

We are being held captive. There are
250,000 American workers being held
captive by an ideology that is going to
fail us and doom our export effort to
failure for not just the next couple of
years but for a generation to come. The
whole while, do you know what China
is doing? When China’s growth took a
little dip, they pumped even more bil-
lions of dollars into their ex-im bank,
into their ex-im credit agency. Do you
think they did that because they
thought it was a worthless gesture? No.
They did it because they knew they
could compete against us.

Let’s not fail these 250,000 workers.
Let’s not fail to be smart in our com-
petition with China. Let’s get this
done. The only way to get it done is to
get a quorum on the Ex-Im Bank, and
the only way to get a quorum is to
break the deadlock that is here, stop
leading with ideology, start leading
with common sense, and start leading
with the opportunity to respond to one
of the most significant special inter-
ests groups in this country; that is, the
American workers.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SENATE NATO OBSERVER GROUP

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. Mr. President,
today the Democratic leader and I are
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proud to reestablish the Senate NATO
Observer Group. The group was origi-
nally established in 1997 to provide a
focal point for addressing NATO issues
that cut across committee jurisdic-
tions and to help educate Senators on
the issues involved in any decision to
enlarge NATO and to permit close
interaction between the executive
branch and the Senate during negotia-
tions on NATO enlargement. Following
the Senate’s ratification of the proto-
cols of accession in April 1998, the
group ceased to function until it was
reestablished on June 17, 2002. Senate
Majority Leader Tom Daschle of South
Dakota and Minority Leader Trent
Lott of Mississippi announced the for-
mation of a new Senate NATO Observer
Group to follow NATO’s decision to for-
mally invite additional new countries
to join the Alliance at the Prague
Summit. In his floor announcement,
Senator Daschle said the bipartisan
Senate NATO Observer Group would
“advise the full Senate’” on NATO and
the next round of NATO enlargement.
The Senate NATO Observer Group re-
mained active through 2007, but was ul-
timately disbanded due to a lack of
NATO enlargement rounds.

In arguing for reestablishment of the
group, Senators TILLIS and SHAHEEN
wrote to Senator SCHUMER and I that:
“Exactly 10 years ago Estonia was one
of the first countries to come under at-
tack from Russia’s modern form of hy-
brid warfare. In 2007, Russia conducted
massive cyber-attacks on Estonia in
response to Estonia’s decision to relo-
cate a Soviet Red Army memorial in
Tallinn. One year later, as talks of
eventual NATO membership for Geor-
gia were debated, Russia activated its
famed little green men in Georgia, in-
vaded, and eventually occupied the
Georgian regions of South Ossetia and
Abkhazia. These regions are under Rus-
sian occupation to this day.”

In 2014, Ukraine befell a similar fate
as Russia instigated a conflict, result-
ing in the occupation of Crimea and
continued bloodshed in Ukraine’s
Donbass or eastern region. Since April
2014, when war erupted in eastern
Ukraine, more than 10,000 people have
died, a number which is steadily rising.
Despite successive attempts at inter-
national negotiations and peace, the
Kremlin grew more aggressive in its
stance and, in 2016, expanded its malign
efforts into Western Europe and the
United States.

During the 2016 U.S. Presidential
elections, U.S. intelligence agencies
were able to conclude that Russia
interfered in the U.S. elections using a
combination of hybrid tools. A similar
pattern soon emerged across NATO
states, where the Kremlin used both
cyber attacks and disinformation to
sow chaos and mistrust in Western de-
mocracies. Given these newfound chal-
lenges, increased engagement and as-
sistance for transatlantic security was
elevated as a critical priority for the
Senate, as well as successive adminis-
trations.
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The 2018 Senate NATO Observer
Group will mirror the structure and
make-up of previous Senate NATO Ob-
server Groups with eight Members
serving ex officio, the two leaders plus
the chairman and ranking member of
the Appropriations, Armed Services,
and Foreign Relations Committees. In
addition, the chairman and ranking
member of the Senate Intelligence
Committee would also be invited to
serve as ex-officio members. Senators
SHAHEEN and TILLIS, both Members of
the Senate Armed Services Committee,
would be named the cochairs, and a
small group of Senators active on
NATO issues would be named to the
group jointly by the leaders and co-
chairs.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today
I am pleased to join my colleague the
Republican leader in reestablishing the
Senate NATO Observer Group. In the
late 1940s, under the stewardship of
President Harry Truman, the United
States led our Western allies in the
creation of an unprecedented arrange-
ment to provide for our collective de-
fense. Since then, NATO has guaran-
teed the security of our European allies
and has come to our aid, protecting the
United States in its darkest hours fol-
lowing the 9/11 attacks. Today, new
threats are emerging from Russia and
along NATO’s southern border, making
the alliance more necessary than ever.
It is the responsibility of the Senate to
be kept abreast of any and all factors
affecting such a key component of our
national defense.

The Senate NATO Observer group
was first established in 1997 and
oversaw the enlargement of our alli-
ance to countries recently freed from
Soviet domination in Eastern Europe.
Following the reestablishment of the
group in 2002 by Majority Leader Tom
Daschle of South Dakota and Minority
Leader Trent Lott of Mississippi, the
Senate NATO Observer group had an
oversight role during the NATO mis-
sion in Afghanistan—again, the only
time a NATO member has invoked the
right to collective self-defense.

Unfortunately, since talks of further
enlargement of the alliance expired 10
years ago, the Senate Observer Group
lapsed. Since that time, Russia has re-
asserted itself in Eastern Europe
through the aggressive use of hybrid
warfare, including cyber infiltration of
our allies’ political infrastructure, as
well as our own. While Georgia consid-
ered eventual NATO membership, Rus-
sia invaded and occupied South Ossetia
and Abkhazia, regions which remain in
Russian hands today. A similar fate be-
fell Ukraine in 2014, when Russia’s “‘lit-
tle green men” were inserted into a
civil conflict that spilled over into a
civil war in which thousands of people
died.

As we learned during the 2016 Presi-
dential election, the Kremlin’s aggres-
sive posture extends far beyond Rus-
sia’s borders. American intelligence
agencies have shown conclusively that
Russia has interfered in elections at



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T16:46:56-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




