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former member of my staff, Mike
Fleagle, who has recently left my of-
fice and, unfortunately for Alaska, ac-
cepted a job in Colorado.

Mike was one of the very first people
to join my team when I took office in
2014. I lured Mike away from his great
job as the facilities maintenance super-
visor for Alaska’s largest city and was
honored that he wanted to join me in
serving our fellow Alaskans.

When you meet Mike, it doesn’t take
long to see the thoughtfulness and
kindness by which he lives his life and
treats others. He has a can-do attitude
and an incredible knowledge base for so
many important issues for Alaskans:
aviation, rural affairs, transportation,
energy, and subsistence. He brought to
our office a trove of knowledge about
hunting and fishing that he obtained in
his 14 years of experience as chairman
and member of Alaska’s Board of Game
and the Federal Subsistence Board, in
addition to being a lifelong outdoors-
man.

Mike was a true pleasure to have on
the team. He loves Alaska and that al-
ways showed in the excellent quality of
his work. Mike loves to hunt, fish, and
hike, and he loves his family and is a
devoted husband and father.

We will miss Mike very much, and I
am very grateful for the time he spent
in my office helping Alaskans.

——

TRIBUTE TO KATE O’CONNOR

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I
would like to say a few words about
Kate O’Connor, a former member of my
staff who recently left to pursue an-
other opportunity in public service.

She is now working at the National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration, where she will con-
tinue her focus on telecommunications
and information policy.

Kate was one of the first staffers I
hired after being sworn in to the Sen-
ate in January 2015.

She started as a legislative cor-
respondent and was integral in estab-
lishing and managing our constituent
correspondence system. Her talent,
work ethic, and interest in Alaska ele-
vated her to a legislative assistant,
where she oversaw issues related to the
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation Committee, as well as education
and healthcare.

Kate understood firsthand the unique
challenges Alaska faces, particularly
in regard to broadband deployment and
reliable internet access. She played a
critical role in helping to usher an
Alaska specific plan through the FCC,
a plan that will help bridge the digital
divide by bringing more advanced
broadband services to rural Alaska.

It was during her time at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, where she was pur-
suing a bachelor’s of arts in public pol-
icy from the university, when she ven-
tured north to my great State of Alas-
ka for an internship in Juneau.

She fell in love with my State, as so
many people do, and I am confident
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that she will go on to be a great ambas-
sador for Alaska.

Kate’s positive attitude, her work
ethic, and her love for Alaska will defi-
nitely be missed. I wish her all the
best.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING CLEAR CHANNEL
OUTDOOR-LAS VEGAS

e Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
today I am honored to congratulate the
dedicated staff at Clear Channel Out-
door, in Las Vegas, NV, for earning the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, FBI,
Director’s Community Leadership
Award. On April 20, 2018, representa-
tives from Clear Channel Outdoor will
join the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion in Washington, DC, to formally ac-
cept this much-deserved recognition.

The FBI’s special agents in 56 field
offices work closely with the commu-
nity to conduct investigations and to
protect the American people from
crimes and acts of extremism. In ap-
preciation, special agents in FBI field
offices nominate community Ileaders
and organizations that exemplify their
values and those who work tirelessly to
assist them in their work to keep the
community safe. The Director’s Com-
munity Leadership Award honors these
individuals and organizations for their
leadership in combating crime, ter-
rorism, drugs, and violence in America.
Earning this award is no easy feat.

This award recognizes Clear Channel
Outdoor-Las Vegas for their steadfast
efforts to provide digital billboard
services that assisted law enforcement
in generating thousands of leads and
tips, following the tragic and senseless
loss of life at the Route 91 Festival on
October 1, 2017, in Las Vegas. Clear
Channel Outdoor-Las Vegas donated
billboard space on digital signs around
the city of Las Vegas to expand law en-
forcement’s reach, telling the commu-
nity, “If you see something, say some-
thing.”

In Las Vegas, the October 1 tragedy
shocked our community but also
spurred us to action. During that dark
time, Las Vegans came together to
drop off food and water at the Family
Reunification Center, donate blood,
and build beautiful memorials to honor
those killed. T am proud of how our
community came together, of how law
enforcement acted to protect lives and
ensure that residents and visitors felt
protected following such a tragic inci-
dent. I am also proud of the Clear
Channel Outdoor-Las Vegas staff, who
joined as part of our community effort,
answering the call to assist local law
enforcement and educate our commu-
nity at large. Clear Channel Outdoor-
Las Vegas’s actions helped rebuild and
strengthen the bonds that make Las
Vegas the beautiful place we call home.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Clear Channel Outdoor-Las
Vegas for their generosity, their eager-
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ness, and their empathy in helping
their fellow citizens and for their en-
deavors to help our home heal from
this senseless tragedy. I celebrate the
FBI’'s recognition of Clear Channel
Outdoor-Las Vegas, and I am proud of
their work on behalf of law enforce-
ment and the State of Nevada.e

————

TRIBUTE TO GERARD “JERRY”’
LACHANCE

e Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, this
month, I am proud to recognize Gerard
“Jerry’”’ Lachance of Sandown, NH, as
our Granite Stater of the Month in
honor of his incredible dedication to
supporting our veterans.

At 70 years old, Jerry is currently on
a more than 2,000-mile journey by bike
from Florida to the northernmost tip
of New Hampshire to raise funds for
Project Hero, a nonprofit that builds
adaptive bikes and helps support vet-
erans and first responders impacted by
injury and posttraumatic stress dis-
order.

Jerry, an avid cyclist for 12 years, a
volunteer firefighter of more than 20
years for the Sandown Fire Rescue, and
a Vietnam veteran, wanted to find a
way to give back and support the brave
servicemembers he considers to be his
heroes. During one of Project Hero’s
honor rides, Jerry met a veteran who
lost his leg during his service. The vet-
eran was using an adaptive bike that
he received from Project Hero, which
inspired Jerry to do more to help the
organization.

In 2016, Jerry biked from the New
Hampshire-Canadian border to Key
West, FL, with the goal of raising
$5,000, but his community was so in-
spired by Jerry’s ride that he ended up
raising $25,000 for Project Hero.

This year, over the course of his 40-
day ride, Jerry hopes to raise another
$25,000 to support our veterans.

We owe our brave veterans and
servicemembers a debt of gratitude
that we can never truly repay, but we
must try. Efforts like Jerry’s are an
example for all of us of the dedication
and support we can give to those who
have sacrificed bravely for our country.

Jerry Lachance has proven to be a
shining example of how we can support
our veterans, and he embodies the val-
ues and all-hands-on-deck spirit of the
Granite State. I thank Jerry for both
his own military service and his com-
mitment to our veterans, and I am
honored to recognize him as our Gran-
ite Stater of the Month.e

——————

RECOGNIZING VERMONT MEALS
ON WHEELS

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I
would like to take a moment to recog-
nize the extraordinary work of
Vermont’s Meals on Wheels programs.
All across the State, hundreds of vol-
unteers regularly deliver freshly
cooked nutritious meals to thousands
of seniors in their homes, many of
whom otherwise might not have
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